THE WOMEN OF TROY ARE NOT MERELY VICTIMS; THEY ARE ALSO
HEROES. DISCUSS.

Following the dramatic events of the Peloponnesian War, Euripides writes Women of Troy to
express his anti-war ideals. The women of Troy are victimised in many ways both before and
after the war, but underneath the surface, they show heroic characteristics, which become
more evident as the play progresses. The women in the play are the collateral damage
following the Trojan war, and their suffering intensifies as they are seen as nothing more
than commodities by their male counterparts. Ultimately, their strengths are heightened as
they accept their fates and overcome their burdens. By using the women of Troy as the
protagonists in his play, Euripides shows his audiences that females are able to overcome
hardships appropriately, and should therefore be respected.

By revolving his play around the Trojan women, Euripides shows the various forms of
suffering they endured proceeding the Trojan War. They were seen as collateral damage,
but suffered more than the direct participants of the war. Hecuba'’s fate lay in the hands of
the soldiers, and was eventually their ‘loot,” and ‘plunder.’ Her first appearance in the text
was lying face down on the ground, as she was set to be ‘dragged as a slave.’ This simile
encompasses the helpless state she was in after the fall of Troy, and her dramatic status
loss from Queen to almost nothing. This damage caused her life to be havocked, as she had
to carry the weight of her husband’s actions. While the Chorus joins Hecuba in lamenting
their losses, Euripides demonstrates that it was not only women in power that suffered post
war, but all others too. The Chorus give the play a sorrowful ambience, as they had all ‘lost
[their] children.” By using sorrow as an ongoing theme, Euripides asserts that there is no end
to suffering, and no matter the hope these women instil, their post-war losses will never be
able to be gained again. It is apparent that the women took most of the harsh liabilities
following the war, and will always be victims of the crimes begun by male figures.

Euripides further shows that women were victimised greatly following the actions of males,
and the ideals behind a woman’s way of living. Andromache represents the Athenian vision
of a ‘perfect wife,” who never ‘wanted to leave [Hector's] home.’ By referring to their shared
house as Hector’s, it is evident that men withhold all tangible properties, and women have
no value for themselves. Although Andromache had a life looked up too, she was the victim
of the ultimate act of brutality, due to her husband’s position in the war. Astyanax had to
‘give up [his] life,” due to his ‘fathers courage,’ to prevent revenges occurring in the future.
This was a deep loss for Andromache, which evokes much sympathies. As Euripides paints
Andromache as a doting and loyal mother, it is shown that she is undeserving of the
cruelties placed upon her. Therefore, the author encourages his Athenian audience to reflect
upon the number of women who'll share a similar experience to Andromache, and who are
underserving of their fate. Furthermore, in Ancient times, women were seen as nothing more
than commodities by their male counterparts. This ideal is heightened after the Trojan
women were taken as slaves for Greek enemy state. They felt like their life was ‘all for
nothing,” as they were ultimately put into the ‘bed of some loathsome Greek.’ Evidently, all of
the women of Troy were forced into a helpless position, as men wanted nothing more than
lust. This was their eventual fate, and no matter the strength they show, the women will
always be victims of slavery. Euripides subtly criticise males for placing women in such a
helpless position, and constantly shows that if they had a better moral judgement, the
women would have been able to proceed with a better life post war.

Ultimately, Euripides valorises the women'’s heroic characteristics, as they draw courage
from their personal experiences and accept a life of servitude. As Hecuba refers to her loss
like ‘a mother bird at her plundered nest,” her passion and care towards Troy is underlined.
This implies that the loss of her city hurts her just as much as the deaths of her family. Thus,
Hecuba is portrayed as a character of much inner strength and courage. She shows
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leadership when she comforts the Chorus about their pain, and that they ‘must endure it.’
Her former status doesn’t prevent her from caring about those below her, showing traits of
that of heroes. Additionally, Cassandra acts positively even though she was drawn as
Agamemnon’s concubine. As she asserted that she will ‘enjoy a husband bedded by
destiny,” her ability to look on the bright side and remain open to her fate is shown. In
ancient times, women were expected to remain a virgin until marriage, and her desire to
keep her dignity despite her drawbacks highlight her innocence. Therefore, Euripides shows
males that people like Cassandra should be looked upon, as they actually remain true to
their personal morals. Euripides further shows that the women of Troy achieved small but
significant victories. As they ‘march down,’ to the ships, it is shown that the women were
able to accept their fate and move on to their new life as slaves. The word ‘march’ alludes to
having a sturdy stride and being strong-minded. This contrasts to the males in the play, as
they resulted to a war when they wanted to take revenge. This is used to tell males that
women are more than they think, and can show courage when need be. Therefore,
Euripides shows that although women were the victims of great crimes, they are still able to
overcome adversity and act like heroes.

Throughout Women of Troy, Euripides emphasises both the vulnerable and valiant side of
the Trojan Women, and steers away from the generic expectations of women in Ancient
Greek times. It is evident that war has a profound impact on women, but they are also
victims of the close-minded nature of males, that only see them as housewives. However,
their positive nature was woven into the play, as they overcome adversity and accept their
fate. Conclusively, Euripides wants all audiences to realise that women should not be
treated unfairly, as they too deserve freedom and justice.

tsfx.edu.au



