
 

Universal suffering and loss are the consequence all involved in the war face. This is the 

ultimate point that Euripides strives to display in his tragedy, The Women of Troy. Performed 

to an audience of Athenian men in 415 BC, a year on from the aftermath of the atrocities of 

Melos. Euripides’ play embeds the heart-wrenching images from the war, in order to allow 

the Athenian audience to contemplate the behaviours and barbaric side of war. By 

constructing the tragic of the Trojan women, Euripides is able to demonstrate even the noble 

and respected ones would still suffer, forcefully portrays his message that no-one can be 

certain of the reaction of those in power during war. Furthermore, Euripides plays upon the 

doom fate of individuals who are bold and brave, warning a person only with determination is 

not enough to overcome every difficulty, the death is exhibit as evidence. On the other hand, 

the playwright leaves some figures without being reduced while their strength retains, 

highlights ordinary people cannot prevent the intervention from the powerful ones. 

 

The pathetic depiction of women and men accustomed to respect and admiration who are 

thrust into slavery or struggling to die is underscored in the tragedy, leaving audiences with 

sheer sympathy for those afflicted. Cassandra’s purity, as it remains even ‘untouched’ by the 

god Apollo, represents further her inexplicable societal status and dignity. In this way, 

Euripides how she befalls at the hands of the despised Greeks, despite her previous 

amounts of power. Likewise, Andromache, as the ‘perfect wife (p32)’, is also admire in a 

society where patriarchal values are deeply ingrained. Her result as being the ‘whore (p33)’ 

of Achilles’ son is indicative of how degraded she has become in the aftermath of the 

devastative Trojan war. In ancient Greek society, the ideal wife become paradigm that 

members of the community must respect, yet a whore is something which can be universally 

despised. Therefore, Euripides utilises the degradation of social class of characters as a 

conduit to warn his audience of how devastating a war can become even to the powerful and 

fortunate. Hence it should be shunned at all costs. 

 

Euripides ostensibly points out the fact that the staggering devastating of the Trojan war not 

only brings about the downfall of the women, but also men act as the leaders and protectors 

of the city and warriors on the battlefield. Hector’s gallantry, shown by he has led the Trojan 

warriors to ‘terrified the Greeks so many times (p51)’, represents his supreme physical 

strength and leadership. His death and ash of the Troy city symbolise who looks undefeated 

eventually is still hard to maintain alive in an apathetic battle. Hence, Euripides reinforces the 

tragedy of the fall of Hector, even though he is once ‘the greatest of men’. Similar to Hector, 

Greek soldiers are also bold, the imagery of the Greek fleet’s ‘sharp prows cut the purple 

sea’, symbolises the immense power they contain. When they land on the banks of 

Scamander, they ‘begin to die, and they (keep) on dying’, their dead corpses highlight the 

ultimate crudity that always bring to the individuals when fighting in a war. War at the time is 

a means to test arete (courage) and to emulate the audacious of mythical and historical 

ancestors, soldiers who fights on the battlefield are most powerful and bold, but the 



nightmare of losing precious life is still inevitable. Euripides appropriates human’s ultimate 

fear-death, as his vehicle to present the ruthless side of the war other than the epic side 

which dominantly portrays in many books at the time. By asking Hellenic audience to 

confront the atrocity of the truth of the war, his play serves as a cathartic (relief) realization 

for Athenian audience. 

 

While the degradation of Trojan women and men is played out in the play, there are 

characters who remains strong, and does not compromised their power in any predicament 

they are facing. Athene, ‘whose power secretly inspired (p27)’ Spartans to active a massacre 

upon the innocent Trojan citizens, and expeditiously ends the Trojan war which already last 

for a total of ten years elucidates her divine power of destruction. When Spartans disrespect 

her temple, and proclaims themselves are superior than Zeus though their hubris being 

boosted by the power given by Athene, she ‘cavalier’ changes her mind, and mercilessly 

turns against them. She joins Poseidon and Zeus and foreshadows ‘the number of drowned 

(Greeks) will be beyond counting’. No matter she is helping Greeks or Trojans, she always 

causes devastated suffering to the opponent, while herself remain powerful and secure. On 

the contrary, apart from the divine power of Athene, Helen’s manipulative power is also 

consistently preserved through out the play. In the Greek patriarchal society, majority of the 

women have no power, however her determination of abandon her husband and uses 

‘exceptional beauty’ to attract noble Paris alludes her revolt identity and manipulative power. 

In the third episode, after she captured by former husband, she utilises sophism to assign 

her guilt to gods, former and latter husband, and Hecuba, the dramatic irony here is 

audience knows Helen safely back to Sparta without any punishment upon her. Without 

doubt, the fact She constantly achieves the outcomes she desired proves her strong 

manipulative power. As a result, Euripides employs figures’ invincible power to display the 

unfairness in the world, challenges the ideology of everyone is equal at the time. 

 

In The Women of Troy, Euripides unveils the pathos of war that happens on majority of the 

participants: for Trojan women, it is an abyss of darkness of slavery and for men, it is the 

death. On the other hand, he also manifests there always characters are undefeated under 

all situations. Throughout the play, by uncover different outcomes for the greatest of 

individuals, the playwright asks his Hellenic audience to think deeply about the 

consequences of waging war, no matter the status or personality you have, the war treats 

most people equally brutal, therefore cause them to reconsider the necessity for the 

embarkment on the on the Sicilian Expedition, an unnecessary escalation of the 

Peloponnesian War. 


