
 

 
Mandel’s novel, Station Eleven, depicts society before and after a global pandemic, 
highlighting the search for meaning and purpose in life. It is made evident that, although 
survival is important, it is unnecessary on its own. Through the development of characters in 
the novel, Mandel demonstrates how companionship contributes to one’s identity, as well as 
providing them with a sense of belonging and comfort. Furthermore, art has a significant 
influence on society and shapes the lives of individuals. Ultimately, one must pursue their 
passion to achieve true happiness and fulfilment. Without these essential elements of 
humanity, survival has no value.  
 
Belonging to a community gives individuals a sense of identity and value. Despite there not 
being six guitarists in the Travelling Symphony, Jeremy was known as “the sixth guitarist”, as 
there had been five guitarists before him. This demonstrates that every individual that has 
belonged to the Travelling Symphony is valued and remembered by the community, and 
their legacies are honoured by avoiding the replacement of names. Furthermore, the titles 
that relate the musicians to their instruments, gives them a sense of identity as it outlines 
their primary role in the community and highlights their passion. Similarly, Gil finds a sense 
of value in belonging to the Travelling Symphony. At “seventy-two years old”, without his 
community, he would have no purpose in the post-pandemic world. However, as a valued 
member of the Travelling Symphony, he rides “in the back of the second caravan”, 
continuing to lead a life where he is able to pursue his passion for performance. Hence, 
Mandel suggests that in order to thrive amidst hardship, one must surround themselves with 
a community that understands and is able to recognise their value. Belonging to such 
communities ultimately nurture personal growth, allowing individuals to establish a true 
sense of identity. 
 
Human connection gives individuals a sense of belonging and comfort, as well as identity 
and value. Thus, individuals can overcome adversity by establishing communities that foster 
relationships. Despite the “petty jealousies, neuroses, undiagnosed PTSD cases, and 
simmering resentments” within the Travelling Symphony, “the friendships” and “the 
camaraderie” give the members a mutual purpose. This demonstrates that whilst mankind is 
not perfect, it is these imperfections that shape communities and allow for connection. 
Although tension exists between them, they are able to bond over shared struggles and the 
life they share in a post-apocalyptic society, uplifting each other through the challenges they 
endure. Similarly, when a survivor of the flu pandemic arrives at Severn City Airport, he has 
“tears on his face” as he explains that “[he had] thought [he] was the only one”. These tears 
display the immense hopelessness he had felt in the absence of human connection and the 
overwhelming joy he feels upon the realisation that he is not alone in the world. Mandel 
ultimately suggests that survival is futile without connection, as community involvement and 
a sense of belonging is crucial to a fulfilling life. 
 
Art can enable individuals to express themselves, as well as cause realisation. 
Shakespearean plays are a form of art that provide individuals with unique meaning and 
purpose. Arthur Leander stars as King Lear in a Shakespearean production in Toronto. This 
was the first time “childhood versions of Lear’s daughters” appeared in the play and Arthur 
was “distracted by the child version of Cordelia” as he collapsed. Through this new version 
of King Lear, Mandel demonstrates how art is adaptive and how a 16th century play is still 
relevant, due to the message it conveys. Arthur recognises his own life in the tragic story of 
King Lear, as he regrets not spending more time with his son, Tyler, however he only 
realises this when it is too late. The power of art is further demonstrated through the 



production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream in St. Deborah by the Water. The Travelling 
Symphony decide against performing King Lear, as they “[didn’t want to make [the] place 
more depressing”. Instead they decide on A Midsummer Night’s Dream as it is a comedy. 
This play enables them to transform the mood in St Deborah by the Water, as “the audience 
rose for a standing ovation” as the play closed. Despite the oppression that they face, the 
spirit of the community is lifted through the art of plays. Hence, art is incredibly influential as 
it has the power to prompt realisation through offering an alternative perspective on life. 
Individuals are able to identify their situations in a parallel form, and interpret this from an 
external viewpoint, which can enlighten and empower them. In contrast, art also has the 
power to divert one’s focus from reality and serve as an escape from hardships. Ultimately, 
the influence of art affects everyone differently as its interpretation is dependent on the 
individual. Without the vibrance of art, and the power it has to shape lives, survival is 
meaningless. 
 
In order to live a fulfilling life, one must pursue their passion. Miranda’s dedication and 
commitment to her graphic novel, ‘Dr. Eleven’ is the result of her passion and genuine 
interest. She does not wish to publish her comics and does not seek approval from others, 
telling Pablo, “You don’t have to understand it, it’s mine.” Through her work on ‘Dr. Eleven’, 
Miranda is able to escape from reality as creating illustrations has a therapeutic effect on 
her. The word “understand” further conveys the unique meaning that the graphic novel has 
to Miranda, and how only individuals can truly comprehend their purpose in life. Similarly, 
Jeevan is only able to thrive when he finds and pursues his passion. Previously, Jeevan was 
unstable and did not have a clear idea of where his life was going, as he was “searching for 
a profession for so long now”. Mandel suggests that during this period in his life, he was 
merely surviving, with no true awareness of his purpose. In this state of survival, Jeevan 
experienced frequent panic attacks. However, once Jeevan discovered his passion for 
helping others through paramedicine, he no longer experiences panic attacks. He “rarely 
thinks of his old life” as he was merely surviving during that time. In his new life, Jeevan 
experiences true joy and love which is only attainable through the pursuit of his passion. 
Ultimately, individuals who follow their true purpose are able to experience happiness that 
cannot be found elsewhere. Hence, survival without purpose is inadequate. 
 
A fulfilling life consists of more than mere survival. One must experience relationships with 
others in order to build their sense of identity. Through interactions with others, individuals 
can learn about themselves as well as the community around them, giving them wisdom and 
open-mindedness. Furthermore, interpreting art allows individuals to see life from alternate 
perspectives and find deeper meaning. However, it is ultimately one’s journey to follow their 
purpose that enables them to achieve true fulfilment in life. Without such satisfaction and 
awareness of beauty in the world, there is no merit in survival as life will not be fruitful. 
Hence, we must always strive to pursue what we are passionate about in order to find true 
happiness in our lives. 


