
 

 

 
Home belonging in a social group provides a sense of comfort and security for individuals. 
Lahiri’s fictional novel The Namesake and Magda Szubankski’s autobiography the 
Reckoning both explore the importance of home and belonging as an integral part in one’s 
life. Through the use of symbols and metalanguage both authors compare the various 
reasons one may want to seek belonging and thus highlighting the relationship between 
home and being. Moreover, through the use of characterisation of characters both authors 
explore the consequences of not fitting in that can have on one’s identity. Similarly, both text 
convey the significance of family and home to find a sense of security and comfort.  
 
Due to one’s own past experiences individuals can develop different reasons to belong and 
search for new home, this is explored through the mean of metalanguages and symbols. 
Whilst Peter desires to seek for belonging and home in a new country, Ashima from The 
Namesake seeks to stay connected to her past in order to feel belonged. Unlike other “all old 
poles who love to reminisce” about their past, Peter had simply “shut the door” on his past 
and “shed his Polish skin” away as an attempt to forget the “blood stained Europe” and his 
past that constantly haunts him. The metaphor of “shutting the door” and “polish skin” 
metaphorically represents the immense torture one’s past can have on an individuals. 
Therefore Szubanski attempts to convey, Peter’s use of Australia as a coping mechanism to 
find another home that brings him to peace this is because Peter believed “that the present 
moment would set him free”. In contrast, Ashima constantly desires to stay connected to her 
past, and her life in India to help her believe she is belonged in India. Lahiri demonstrates 
this through various motifs where Ashima tries to make a “humble approximation” of a food 
sold in India but as “usual there is something missing” representing the idea that similar to 
food Ashima is just an approximation and never fully of herself in India as a “monu” who 
could “wander freely” unlike in America where she believes there are “not a soul on the 
streets”. Thus representing her inability to fully hybridise the two cultures. However, both 
Lahiri and Szubanski convey the constant impact one’s past has on their present through the 
symbol of the watch. Peter’s watch “stopped permanently” but “(they) kept moving” this  
parallels to Ashima whose watch was a “gift from her parents” in which she counts the Indian 
time. Therefore, both texts convey that no matter how much an individual attempts to 
assimilate, it is their home that constant reminds them. Therefore, through various past 
experience both authors compare the impact it can have on an individual in belonging.  
 
Through the characterisation of characters both authors explore the formation of dual identity 
as a form to belong better in the society. Whilst Magda from the Reckoning develops another 
identity due to the fear that society will not accepts her sexuality, Gogol only adopts a 
different identity to escape from the embarrassment his real name bought him. While the 
method applied are different Lahiri and Szubanski encapsulates the importance of dual 
identity to recognise their authentic self. Living in the period where views on different 
sexuality were restrictive, Magda hides “behind the mask of (her) character” Sharon who 
metaphorically represents “the most vulnerable part in (Magda’s) life”. Initially hiding behind 
a cascade provided Magda with an “sudden urge of power and confidence”. However, after 
receiving love and support from friends and family, she realises she “had become a lie” from 
keeping the sexuality a secret. This catalysed her to feel like she has to “break through the 
prison of her false self”. Szubanski articulates how dual identity can help one recognise their 
authentic self, as later Magda refers to her lesbian identity as “the most beautiful thing”. 
Similarly, Gogol dislikes his name which was both “obscure and absurd’, causing him to 
change it to “NIkhil” which made him feel like “a prisoner to walk free”. Therefore, through 
the comparison of “prisoner” and his name “Gogol”, Lahiri articulates that one’s identity can 
limit them from developing to their full potential. Thereby changing the name aids Gogol to 
belong in the American society, and ease the process of assimilation. Therefore both Lahiri 



 

 

and Szubanski coney the importance of dual identity to help one recognise their place in 
society and their desire to belong.  
 
Through the use of characters, Lahiri and Szubanksi encapsulates the importance of family 
and home to help one feel comfort and secure. Whilst Magda and Gogol both rely on home 
and family during the face of adversity, Gogol can only understand the  importance of home 
after the death of a loved one, whereas Magda is able to recognise early on with the support 
of her parents. Throughout his life Gogol attempts to distance himself from his home as it 
brought him mild embarrassment as he didn't want to be referred to as “desi”. Represented 
through his unwillingness to accept his namesake as he believed “reading the book would 
mean to pay tribute to his namesake, accepting it somehow” however, after the to death 
Ashoke, Lahiri juxtaposes Gogol’s understanding on the importance of home through the 
symbol of his name, wherever he feel “guiltily at times for changing his name”. As well 
through the motif of cultural rituals that he is willing to accept and eat the “blandness” of his 
food, as the “meatless meal is the only thing that seems to make sense.” Therefore Lahiri 
demonstrates that it is only after adversity can one understand the importance of home. 
Similarly, Magda started “scrutinising herself in the mirror, noticing every flaw, every 
blemish”, representing how due to the fear of being a lesbian causes her to undermine her 
identity and sense of self. However, after receiving unexpected family support, where no 
matter what her parents would “love (her)” as it doesn’t change anything in their relationship. 
The benefit from family and home support is represented when in a live Tv show Magda 
says “lesbian proudly and openly” saying she is “gay- gay- gay”. The comedic nature of the 
reparation of the word “gay” represents the importance of home that gave her courage and 
confidence to come out. Therefore, through the use of characters both Lahiri and Szubanksi 
demonstrates that one can gain support through home and family.  
 
In essence both Lahiri and Szubanski articulate the importance of home and belonging 
through various symbol, metaphors and characterisation. Whilst Szubanski”s first person 
narration allows one’s story to be intensified as rate readers can delve into the inner 
consequence and benefit of family and belonging. However, Lahiri’s third person omniscient 
narration allows the importance of home and belonging to be viewed from various 
perspective giving the insight through different ways.  
 


