‘PRIDE AND PREJUDICE WARNS OF THE DANGERS OF MARRYING FOR
STATUS, BEYOND ALL ELSE." DISCUSS.

Reword
Pride and Prejudice advises the risk of marrying for status, above all else. Discuss

Definitions

Warns - inform someone in advance of an impending or possible danger, problem, or other
unpleasant situation

Danger - the possibility of suffering harm or injury

Status - the relative social, professional, or other standing of someone or something

Paragraph 1

e  Austen warns her characters about the danger for marrying for status, as it becomes a
clear barrier to forming in depth connections and meaningful relationships.
o Hurst — convenience.
o Lady Catherine — obsession with upholding social hierarchy.
e  Caroline — misses out on love and also friendship.

Paragraph 2

e  Austen also advises the risk of forming incorrect first impressions, due to personal pride
and prejudice, and the plaguing of first impressions through gossip, which in turn
results in misconceptions and errors in perception.

o Hubristic pride.

Pride hinders their own judgement as well as obstructs the prejudice of others.

Wickham and Lydia.

Wickham plaguing Liz’s perception of D.

Mrs bennet over the top — forms prejudice — affects daughters.

Paragraph 3

e  Austen warns of the danger of adhering strictly to societal norms and pressures, as it
doesn’t allow for personal growth, or character development.
o Charlotte — no voice.
° Jane and Bingley.
o Passive or static characters.
e  Collins ‘manners not altered by his marriage’.

Jane Austen’s ‘Pride and Prejudice’ set in the Regency Era in warns her audience of the
dangers of marrying for status, as well as the dangers of pride, prejudice, first impressions
and strict following of societal norms. She warns the audience of the meaningful connections
they are missing out on and the lack of growth they will experience as a result. Austen
accentuates that there is a need for placing higher value on the more important aspects of
society and relationships, in order to live a fulfilling life with a wealth of opportunity,
happiness and fortune.

Austen warns her characters about the danger for marrying for status, as it becomes a clear
barrier to forming in depth connections and meaningful relationships. Austen depicts her
characters put in positions where marrying for social status is an option but denounces the
choice to do so. Austen through her shallow depiction of Caroline Bingley, argues to her
audience the lack of substance and depth that Darcy would have gained, had he have
chosen Caroline. By comparing the simple-minded Caroline with the ‘quick witted’ Elizabeth,
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Austen promotes the benefit of marrying for love and meaningful connection rather than for
status and money. She portrays to her audience the value in strong relationships regardless
of the class of each member. Austen paints Caroline as a villain, through depicting her an
obstacle to the perfect marriage, which in turn argues that the classist behaviour acts as a
barrier to forming deep and meaningful relationships which Austen argues is more important
than one’s social class. Through this notion Austen urges her readers to celebrate
characters who value relationships rather than those who value climbing the social hierarchy
above all. Furthermore, Lady Catherine is shown to completely disregard Darcy’s feeling and
wants in marriage in order to strictly follow the societal expectations. Austen argues that this
utter disregard for a person’s desires in marriage is damaging and can lead to an unfulfilling
relationship. Austen, through the depiction of the Hurst’s, explores the risks of marrying for
convenience and condemns their fruitless relationship for its lack of substance. Louisa Hurst
is depicted as an ‘accomplished woman’ and marries Mr. Hurst who ‘merely looked the
gentleman’ and did not compose himself in the correct manner as he was often found
‘sleeping’ or ‘not doing anything’. Austen argues that this is an unsuitable match, as Louisa
composes herself in an upper-class manner and yet is affiliated with the ‘indolent’ Mr. Hurst,
clearly demonstrating to her audience the danger of marrying for status and not substance.
Austen advises the risks of marrying for status rather than connection, through celebrating
prosperous marriages and condemning those that lack connection, as well as the characters
who act as barriers to fulfilling relationships.

Austen also advises the risk of forming incorrect first impressions, due to personal pride and
prejudice, and the plaguing of first impressions through gossip, which in turn results in
misconceptions and errors in perception. First impressions form the basis of how characters
act and feel towards others, as well as who they instil trust and care into. Austen, through
her use of the foolish’ and ‘ignorant’ Lydia, alongside her ‘headstrong’, argues the danger in
forming incorrect first impressions, as well as allowing your first impressions to be plagued
by dishonesty. Lydia forms an unreliable first impression of Wickham, whereas Elizabeth
allows her own opinion of him to be shaped by his dishonesty. Austen argues the
unreliability and fluidity of initial impressions, by depicting the damage Lydia almost inflicts
on her family based on an incorrect opinion. Whereas Elizabeth, who forms an unfitting first
impression on Darcy, allows her initially unrepresentative first impression to be perpetuated
and exacerbated by Wickham’s blatant dishonesty. Austen argues that Elizabeth’s hubristic
pride hinders her own judgement, and in turn leaves her susceptible to inflicted prejudices.
This subsequently leaves Elizabeth blind to Darcy’s true character, which could have
prevented her from achieving love, happiness and fortune with Darcy. Similarly, Mrs.
Bennet’s excessive prideful boasting about her ‘lovely’ daughters, influences Caroline
Bingley’s prejudice against them. By acting in a ‘frivolous’ manner, the ‘illiberal mind[ed]’
Mrs. Bennet allows Caroline to form a negative first impression of her, which in turn
prejudices her opinion on Elizabeth and Jane. Austen condemns characters who form
opinions based off of prejudices and gossip and celebrates those who are able to form
educated opinions on people, based off on honesty and communication. Austen advises the
danger of incorrect first impressions and the misconceptions formed as a result.

Austen warns of the danger of adhering strictly to societal norms and pressures, as it doesn’t
allow for personal growth, or character development. Austen depicts a world in which
societal pressures are strictly adhered to by a vast majority of characters. Jane and Bingley
are shown to strictly adhere to societal norms, especially those surrounding marriage.
Austen argues that because Bingley is ‘extremely agreeable’ and Jane is ‘too good’, and due
to their strict adhering they lack character development and hence are static characters.
They are shaped by society and its rules, which hence doesn’t allow for them to create their
own change or adapt to new situations. Austen inflicts a lack of voice and submissiveness
on these characters which further perpetuates their inability to change. This forms a barrier
to learning and self-realisation, which active characters such as Elizabeth and Darcy are
able to achieve. Austen condemns character who are incapable of change, development
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and self-realisation. Austen also portrays Charlotte and Mr Collins are static characters who
applaud the upper class and adhere to their dictated social pressures, resulting in little
character development. Austen condemns Mr. Collin’s lack of maturation as his ‘manners
were not altered by his marriage’, and he continues act in adherence to the social rules and
praise Lady Catherine. Through this disproportionate praise of Lady Catherine, he is
perpetuating her power in dictating social laws upon him, hence creating a barrier against
defying these pressures for himself. Similarly, Charlotte is not often awarded a voice by
Austen, instead is depicted to be the example of a conventional women following the laws
provided. Austen denounces the character choosing to strictly adhere to these laws,
although she understands the apparent necessity. Austen argues that the risk of strictly
following these rules is sizeable and in order to grow and develop as a person, one must
branch outside of these constructs. Austen cautions the danger of strictly following societies
engrained rules, as it does not allow for development and learning.

Austen advises the risk of marrying for status, as well as the dangers of pride, prejudice, first
impressions and strict following of societal norms. She also argues that the lack of
connection formed can lead to a lack of growth and development. By focussing on dangers
in society, Austen exposes the impact of rules, dishonesty, gossip and marrying for
convenience, whilst trying to provide alternative options that will lead to prosperous
relationships and character growth.
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