
 
Jane Austen’s early-nineteenth century novel, Pride and Prejudice, encourages her 
audience of the middle to upper echelons of Regency England to marry for love and not 
money. Her romantic novel promotes the ideals of happiness and love within a relationship; 
however Austen recognises that love is not the only factor that may constitute success in a 
marriage. Austen contrasts the significance of happiness and security in marriage while 
criticising relationships fuelled purely by naivety and passion. Through recognising and 
acknowledging the importance of wealth she also investigates the influence society had on 
the formation of meaningful relationships.  
 
Although Austen ultimately vilifies her society’s reliability on marriage for security, she 
acknowledges that for many, it is inherently the only option. Austen uses the distinction 
between the symbolism of Elizabeth and Charlotte to contrast happiness and security in a 
marriage. Charlotte married Mr Collins to avoid the ‘apprehension’ of becoming destitute or 
‘dying an old maid’. Charlotte’s ‘preservative’ marriage results in a ‘good home’ and Austen 
therefore utilises Charlotte as a symbolism for prudence and realism. Austen uses this 
symbolism to reveal that she understands that marriage was the ‘only provision’ for ‘young 
women of small fortune’ but encourages her audience to seek more in their relationships. 
Comparing this to Elizabeth’s symbolism of reason and change, Austen promotes substance 
and love with a marriage. Through characterising Elizabeth as a mask to divulge her own 
personal opinions, Austen furthers her point that happiness in ‘marriage [should] always be 
one’s object’. Elizabeth’s desire for a deeper connection in a marriage allows Austen to 
vocalise her distrust of implicit social norms and highlight how she views Elizabeth’s 
approach to marriage as ideal. To further her contrast between the two characters, Austen 
explores their different reactions to Mr Collins’ marriage proposal. Austen elucidates her 
views through her positive or negative characterisation and her negative portrayal of Mr 
Collins encourage her audience to ridicule not only his character but also his views on 
marriage and societal norms. He views the decision to marry as part of his career and 
Austen presents her view on this ‘silly’ and ‘ridiculous’ idea through Elizabeth’s reaction to 
his proposal and her refusal to ‘risk her happiness’. Austen labels the pairing as ‘ill qualified’ 
as they ‘cannot make [each other] happy’ which is what Austen presents as the ultimate goal 
in marriage. Through contrasting Elizabeth’s rejection of the proposal and Charlotte’s 
elaborate scheme to ‘fix [Collins]’ Austen highlights her understanding that the goal 
relationship is seldom achieved.  
 
In order to condemn superficial relationships, Austen criticises marriages that are fuelled by 
naivety and infatuation. Austen denounces relationships driven purely by passion and 
illustrates to her audience that they lead to temporary and short-lived happiness. She 
represents this though the __ elopement of Lydia and Wickham. As Lydia’s infatuation with 
her husband wares off and she does ‘not think [they] shall have quite money enough to live 
upon’, Austen illustrates the consequence of impulse and the formation of a connection 
without substance or respect. Lydia’s actions lead to ‘humiliation’ and ‘misery’ bought on her 
family and Austen’s negative portrayal of her ‘wild volatility’ and ‘disdain of all restraint’ 
promotes her audience to recognise that marrying for superficial gain is ‘silly’ and morally 
unjust. Austen’s characterisation of Lydia and her age and lack of education allow the reader 
to imply that she cannot be entirely culpable for her actions. Austen demonstrates that the 
combination of negligent parents and her ‘selfish’ nature are what lead to the demise of 
happiness in her marriage. Austen’s utilisation of Mr and Mrs Bennet’s deteriorating 
marriage allows her audience and insight into the result of marrying purely for looks and not 
substance. Mr Bennet’s original naivety in marrying his wife who ‘captivated [him] by youth 
and beauty’, led to them being ‘unable to respect [their] partner’s in life’ and also their failed 
ability to give guidance to their daughters. By exploring the ‘impropriety of [Mr Bennet’s] 



behaviour has a husband’ Austen denunciates marriages that don’t involve respect of one 
another, or the opportunity to grow as individuals. Mrs Bennet’s ‘mean understanding and 
uncertain temper’ is mirrored in Lydia and Austen uses the shared symbolism of these 
characters to epitomise the effects of simple-minded nature and infatuation and the 
consequence that this has on their connections and marriage. Thus, Austen’s 
characterisation of the ‘selfish’ and ‘improper’ Bennets’ reflects her condemnation of those 
driven my infatuation and naivety in marriage.  
 
While acknowledging the significance of wealth in her society, Austen explores the 
subconscious effect it has on meaningful relationships and marriages. Although Austen 
ultimately disputes the superficial nature of her society’s reliance on wealth, she 
acknowledges that this influence of the Regency Era has led to her society being deeply 
engrained with a subconscious idealisation of money. Through her utilisation of free indirect 
discourse, Austen allows her readers an insight into the consciousness of her protagonist. 
Elizabeth’s feelings for Darcy are strengthened when she realises that ‘to be the mistress of 
Pemberley might actually be something’. This insight allows her readers to see the 
subconscious and subtle effect that wealth can have even on those who value love and 
happiness before it. Austen also acknowledges that wealth is not the only thing that 
Elizabeth is driven by. Through using Pemberley as a metaphor for Darcy’s character 
development, Austen implies that as well as falling for the vast wealth and ‘natural 
importance’ that Pemberley represents, Elizabeth’s feelings are strengthened through 
Darcy’s temperament. Austen also explores the subtle effect of wealth though Jane and 
Bingley’s relationship. Although Jane falls for Bingley’s character and their shared 
temperament, the first suggestion of a connection between the two surrounded his ‘four- 
thousand a year’ fortune. Similarly, to Elizabeth, Jane is not conscious driven by the desire 
for wealth and money however, her interest in Bingley was partially fuelled by his wealth and 
status. Through exploring Jane and Elizabeth’s moral and character driven nature while also 
demonstrating that even they can be swayed or driven by money and wealth, Austen 
illustrates the subconscious effect wealth can have one every relationship.  
 
Austen’s focus on marriage is used to ultimately promote happiness in relationships while 
acknowledging that love is not the only factor that constitutes success in a marriage. By 
contrasting the societal norms with her protagonist’s views, Austen vilifies the Regency Era’s 
reliance on marriage for security. She explores how happiness is different for all in 
relationships while condemning relationships fuelled by nativity and infatuation. Austen also 
explores the effects that norms and pressures surrounding wealth in her society have on 
meaningful relationships.  
 


