
 

“I am the happiest creature in the world… I am happier even than Jane; she 
only smiles, I laugh.” 

 
Jane Austen’s ‘Pride and Prejudice’ set in the Regency Era explores different depictions of 
true happiness and the factors that play a part. She warns her audience of the dangers of 
marrying for status and playing higher value on things like class and finance, as they often 
lead to relationships with a lack of substance and connection. Austen also celebrates the 
relationships formed due to real connection which result in true happiness, as well as the 
character who are able to gain happiness for themselves outside of a relationship. Austen 
accentuates the incorrect value in society on class and status and pushes for further value to 
be placed on happiness.  
 
Austen celebrates relationships formed through genuine connections and substance that 
grant the characters true happiness. Austen depicts relationships that are formed on 
connections and happiness to be the ideal and most successful pairings. Austen favours the 
Gardiners, illustrating them as the ideal couple. The ‘sensible, gentlemanlike’ Mr. Gardiner 
who was ‘greatly superior to his sister’, alongside the ‘amiable, intelligent, elegant’ Mrs. 
Gardiner, form a strong connection with the ‘headstrong’ Elizabeth hence it can be assumed 
they have similar values to form such a connection. At the end of the novel, Elizabeth has 
been through her self-realisation, and her values are shown to be in line with Austen’s. 
Austen’s readers are positioned to assume that due to holding the same values that Lizzie 
values, she views the Gardiners as the ideal match. The Gardiners show a lack of argument 
and judgement which is celebrated by Austen as they value more important aspects of 
society and people, as shown through Mr. Gardiner ‘readily [promising] every assistance in 
his power’ rather than criticising Lydia’s actions, consequently they have formed a 
relationship that is genuine and provides happiness. Similarly, Austen celebrates 
relationships formed with intellect, substance and genuine care that lead to true happiness 
for both parties involved. Darcy and Elizabeth are dynamic characters who experience self-
realisation as a result of their conflict with each other and other characters such as 
Wickham, which spurs character development. By pushing each other to grow and develop, 
Darcy and Elizabeth form a trust and connection with each other, which in turn fosters 
genuine true happiness shown by Elizabeth asserting she is ‘the happiest creature in the 
world’. The genuine connection of their union is further exemplified through their initial 
unreliable first impressions being that Darcy is ‘disagreeable’ and Elizabeth is ‘not 
handsome enough to tempt’ Darcy. Austen argues the time they spent getting to know each 
other in conjunction with the realisations they have about each other that breaks down their 
initial prejudices and forms the grounds of an open and happy relationship. Both Darcy and 
Elizabeth and the Gardiner’s are given a prominent part at the ending of the novel, 
displaying how Austen privledged them by allowing them to participate in the end of the 
novel, where chastised characters are removed. Austen celebrates relationships formed off 
a true connection as they lead to true happiness.  
 
Austen argues that marriages due to proximity or societal expectations do not foster 
happiness. Austen through her shallow depiction of Caroline Bingley, argues to her audience 
the lack of substance and depth that Darcy would have gained, had he have chosen 
Caroline and hence the lack of true happiness he could have gained. Austen argues to her 
audience the little value in their empty relationships as there is little happiness that can be 
obtained. Austen paints characters like Caroline as a villain, through depicting her an 
obstacle to a happiness filled marriage, which in turn argues that the classist nature in 
society that decided who can marry who, acts as a barrier to forming deep and meaningful 
relationships, which Austen argues is the most important factor in achieving felicity. Through 



this notion Austen urges her readers to condemn characters who value societal expectations 
rather than forming connections which result in happiness. Austen, through the depiction of 
the Hurst’s, explores the risks of marrying for convenience and condemns their fruitless 
relationship for its lack of substance and consequent lack of happiness. Louisa Hurst is 
depicted as an ‘accomplished woman’ and marries Mr. Hurst who ‘merely looked the 
gentleman’ and did not compose himself in the correct manner as he was often found 
‘sleeping’ or ‘not doing anything’. Austen argues that this is an unsuitable match, as Louisa 
composes herself in an upper class manner and yet is affiliated with the ‘indolent’ Mr. Hurst, 
clearly demonstrating to her audience the danger of marrying for status and not substance 
as there is a distinct lack of happiness formed from this union. Austen clearly argues that 
marriages formed due to proximity and societal expectations do not result in true happiness 
or connection.  
 
Austen argues that some characters find true happiness outside of marriage, by reaching 
goals, gaining security and helping others. Although Austen clearly condemns marriages 
formed because of societal expectations and for monetary gain, she also acknowledges that 
there are situations in which it is necessary. Austen portrays Charlotte Lucas to marry for 
financial stability, and rather than condemning her for the choice, she acknowledges the 
necessity and celebrates the happiness she experiences from security, shown through 
Charlotte believing her ‘chance of happiness is as fair as most people can boast’. Austen 
condemns the notion that this be necessary, but celebrates characters making the best out 
of their situation. Similarly, Austen ridicules Mrs. Bennet’s overbearing and exaggerated 
approach to marrying off her daughters yet demonstrates and applauds the happiness she 
finds in helping her daughters. By Mrs. Bennet’s seemingly innappropriate reaction to 
Lydia’s situation, where she repetitively makes mention to ‘the wedding clothes’, Austen 
argues that Mrs. Bennet’s ability to find joy in her daughter’s unions, amidst a poor situation, 
allows her to gain the happiness she so desperately desires. By reaching her goal of having 
her daughters married, Mrs. Bennet achieves true happiness and felicity. Austen also 
depicts Georgiana Darcy to find happiness in forming strong friendships with Elizabeth as 
well as a strong connection with her brother. Through forming these connections, she was 
able to have the friendship and role models she desired and her ‘delight in the acquaintance’ 
was obvious. Austen argues that by Georgiana having ‘the highest opinion in the world of 
Elizabeth’ she gains happiness through the connection and friendship they form. Austen 
argues that some characters find true happiness outside of marriage, through reaching other 
milestones, and forming other connections.  
 
Austen advises the possibilities of true happiness in different situations, by celebrating some 
characters efforts to gain happiness and condemning the lack of substance in relationships 
formed on societal expectations. Austen argues the importance of gaining true happiness 
and the consequence of disregarding the need for happiness. Austen exposes the impact of 
societal rules and norms, as well as displaying different instances of pure happiness.  
 
 


