
 
Skrzynecki’s poetry in Old New World, highlights the challenge of conflicting characteristics 
on shaping a person’s identity. Throughout outlining the difficulties of fleeing Poland post 
world war 2 and becoming an immigrant in Australia, Skrzynecki emphasizes the impact this 
has on influencing his identity. Through emphasizing the divide in cultural norms and 
expectations, Skrzynecki explores how these impacts on his persona, family, relationships 
and values.  
 
Throughout Old/New World, Skrzynecki suggests the barrier that his Polish culture places on 
being accepted and belonging of in Australia. Through highlighting his experiences migrating 
to Australia, Skrzynecki simultaneously explores the strain and negative effects that living as 
an immigrant places on his ability experience a sense of belonging in Australia. The poem 
‘In The Folk Museum’ explores the barriers Skrzynecki faces to feeling connected to the 
Australian culture as a result of his Polish heritage. Through highlighting that the curator 
asked, “would you please sign the visitors’ book?” displays irony because he isn’t a visitor in 
the museum, rather an Australian citizen. This highlights how he feels disconnected from the 
people of the town, and how his Polish ancestry evokes feeling unwelcomed. This feeling of 
discomfort is further emphasized with pathetic fallacy which represents his emotional 
response when “the wind taps hurriedly on the roof.” This infers how Skrzynecki was in a 
hurry to leave which he expresses through the wind wanting him to leave. This further 
outlines how Skrzynecki’s Polish culture acted as a barrier to him feeling accepted in this 
Australian museum, and on a larger scale in this new world. In ’10 Mary Street’ Skrzynecki 
continues to explore the challenge of coming to terms with his split identity. “Shut the house, 
like a well-oiled lock” This represents how in order to embrace their Polish traditions 
Skrzynecki and his mother had to hide this side of their identity in order to fit in with their new 
Australian culture. He further emphasized how they felt as if they were “inheritors of a key 
that’ll open no house when this one is pulled down.” This symbolism of a key that represents 
access to the old world within their new world of Australia. This emphasizes how access to 
their Polish culture will be lost as with the house, which shows the predicament of choosing 
between their Polish and Australian identities.  
 
Skrzynecki explores a reoccurring theme of the natural environment to outline how wildlife 
can impact our perspective of ourselves and our values. Specifically, Skrzynecki repeatedly 
acknowledges the nature to symbolise his appreciation for his second chance at developing 
his identity in Australia. In the poem ‘Tadpoles’ in Old/New World, Skrzynecki uses the 
wildlife to symbolise his own life experiences and emotions. Upon recalling how in the past 
he trapped tadpoles in “jars and milk bottles”, Skrzynecki recalls how the aquatic amphibians 
would “try to escape.” This metaphor represents how Skrzynecki felt trapped in 
concentration camps and migrant hostiles. In highlighting how the vision of being confined 
haunts him into the future is a reference to how Skrzynecki felt troubled by his past life of 
living as an immigrant. This outlines how Skrzynecki’s interpretation of the natural 
environment was used to reflect his own character and sense of identity. Similarly, in 
‘Graveyard Creek’, Skrzynecki emphasizes his appreciation for Indigenous communities and 
landscape through recognising the wildlife and natural scenery. In drawing attention to “an 
eagle climb[ing] against the wind…above the Lion’s Head”, Skrzynecki not only outlines his 
appreciation of the beauty in Indigenous communities, but also symbolises his perception of 
his own identity through the freedom of the eagle. This represents Skrzynecki’s feelings of 
independence post becoming an Australian Citizen after World War 2, which emphasizes 
how Skrzynecki uses the environment to represent his perspective of his own identity. 
 
Skrzynecki uses his Old/New World poetry to outline how relationships and family have a 
significant impact on a person’s values and persona. A person’s identity is heavily influenced 
by environmental factures, as Skrzynecki highlights, such as wildlife as well as family and 



peers. Through outlining relatives that had a significant impact on his life, Skrzynecki is able 
to show how this has had an influence on his own sense of identity. In ‘Felick Skrzynecki’, 
Peter Skrzynecki highlights the influence his “gentle father” had on shaping his character 
and values. In outlining his love and appreciation of Felick’s nature, this indicates how 
Skrzynecki viewed him as a role model as well as how he helped him shape his values. 
In drawing attention to how “he swept its paths ten times around the world”, Skrzynecki is 
emphasizing his father’s dedication and hard work through hyperbole, whilst simultaneously 
outlining how he commends his hard work and that he can appreciate his dedicated values. 
By highlighting this relationship, Skrzynecki is suggesting that his father has helped him to 
shape his own values of dedication and commitment. Alike to this, in ‘Sunday visits’, 
Skrzynecki highlights his appreciation for having time with family and friends once a week 
and how highly he values this time he had spent surrounded by these people. Skrzynecki 
highlights how he felt “like a model family” at his visits, which reflects how highly he viewed 
both his parents and looked up to them. In outlining they were “Dressed in best clothes 
because it was a Sunday” highlights the valued routine gathering of family and friends, and 
how this was a significant aspect of Skrzynecki’s identity. This suggests that Skrzynecki’s 
values were composed of his immediate relatives, which encouraged his positive outlook on 
spending time with family.  
 
Skrzynecki’s Old New World poetry shares a fundamental theme of the importance that the 
natural environment, heritage and family have on influencing a person’s values and overall 
identity in society. He captures their significance through outlining his profound appreciation 
and commemoration of his family and the new and old worlds and how they’ve shaped and 
changed his personality and character throughout his life. 


