
 
Empowered and tireless, courageous groups refuse to be silenced and their agency stripped 
from them, denying dominant groups the power to determine their value. Malala Yousafzai’s 
autobiography ‘I Am Malala’ and Matthew Warchus’ film ‘Pride’ both illustrate how strong, 
supportive communities allow individuals and groups to instigate change. However, where 
Warchus’s film seeks to show the impacts that unity has create within society, Yousafzai 
aims to inspire others to advocate for others. Both Warchus and Yousafzai focus on how 
unity is essential in the fight to address the crippling inequities and discrimination within 
society.  Yousafzai’s memoir and Matthew Warchus’ film share a common purpose of 
educating their audience about the power of one's voice and the strength that can be derived 
from supportive relationships. 
 
Both texts demonstrate how the solidarity of being together can empower individuals to draw 
strength and courage from those around them. Yousafzai depicts how solidarity generates a 
sense of belonging, which in turn empowers individuals through the juxtaposition of her with 
her female peers, as her father is exceptionally supportive of her in comparison to those 
around them, saying ‘Malala will be free as a bird’, however she wonders ‘how free a 
daughter could ever be.’ Amidst the oppressive, totalitarian regime of the Taliban, an 
ultraconservative and fundamentalist Islamic extremist group, Malala’s metaphorical wings 
have been clipped, her freedoms and the liberty of all women are limited. Imposing 
tyrannical, patriarchal ideals on Pakistani women, the Taliban manipulate and frighten 
women into submission this extinguishing their collective and individual voices and agency. 
The pervasive fear incited by the rigid patriarchal regime and fundamentalist agenda of the 
Taliban creep not only into the hearts and minds of women, but also of men. This prevents 
women from being able to speak up as they are uneducated, but they do not have their 
‘parents’ support.’ Yousafzai suggests that ‘any of the girls in [her] class could have 
achieved what [she] had achieved if they had had their parents’ support’ thus impressing the 
importance of compassionate relationships and a sense of belonging in activism and the 
quest for freedom. By encouraging her education, Malala’s father gives her the strength to 
speak up by imparting her with the idea that ‘books and…pens…are the most powerful 
weapons.’ This enables her the courage and agency her peers lack to fight for the right to 
education that ultimately stems from the support in their  relationships with others. 
Comparably, supportive relationships are paramount to the success and vocalism of the 
LGSM and the strength and determination of the miners’ campaign. Due to the simultaneous 
marginalisation of miners and members of the LGBT community, the LGSM members form a 
community in and of themselves as well as with the miners. The ‘first rule of the group, 
Comrade [is that] Nobody collects alone’ expresses that a community and a supportive 
relationship exists, the word ‘comrade’, most used in military terms, denoting companionship 
and fellowship in a fight or battle. By asking ‘what’s the point of supporting gay rights but 
nobody else’s rights. You know?’, this recognizes the similarities between the miners’ battles 
and the struggles of those in the LGBT community. The unification of the miners and LGSM 
shows the ‘power in a union’ and ‘solidarity’, which is demonstrated through Dai’s speech 
where he unites the groups, through ‘two hands together. Joined. Like this… Shoulder to 
shoulder. Hand to hand.’ Both texts explore the importance of external support through the 
lens of marginalised groups. Whereas Yousafzai focuses on her individual experience and 
what she learns from others, Warchus examines the collective strength that comes from 
compassion. While both texts highlight individuals drawing upon the strength of others, 
Yousafzai, unlike the LGBT community in Pride, is instilled with a natural sense of belonging 
from an early age by supportive family role models who reinforce her capacity to grow. This 
ultimately departs from the Pride context as the LGBT community’s sense of belonging, 
forged independently, is strengthened by an outsider status forced upon them by a 
prejudiced and intolerant society. 



 
Collective strength is essential in advocating for social change in the hope of achieving a 
more just and equitable society. The evolution of Malala’s voice shows the strength she 
gains from the support of the media, as her initial BBC diary under the alias of Gul Makai 
depicts the idea that with only burgeoning support, Yousafzai must hide her identity in order 
to express her reality. The evolution from her concealed identity to worldwide notoriety, 
international media support and a book published which directly conveys her reality, with a 
sense of pride and conviction, as she titles it ‘I am Malala.’ This encourages readers to 
recognise how strength can be gained from having the support of the media as the ‘more 
interviews she gave, the stronger she felt.’ The power of Malala’s voice is seen, as she 
evolving from wondering ‘how free a daughter could be’ to symbolising freedom as an 
activist, transforming into ‘the daughter of the nation.’ The evolution 
of Malala’s voice suggests that by having support from one's family and community, an 
individual can actively advocate for issues that may have seemed to ambitious or 
unattainable. Malala’s evolution from speaking at her school to speaking at the UN at the 
end of the memoir directly illustrates the development and empowerment of her voice. 
Comparably, Pride explores the strength to protest and instigate change which results from 
empowerment and a sense of belonging. Upon her introduction, Sian is characterised as 
apprehensive and anxious, seen as unsure of herself and her husband reassuring her that 
‘it’s not the first day of school’. However, as she finds a sense of community which is 
guided by the LGSM, her confidence and conviction grows as does her ability to advocate 
for social change, particularly expressed through her eventually becoming the first female 
MP in the Swansea East electorate. Here, Warchus depicts how one can feel inadequate or 
incapability when they do not have the support of others. The strength derived from 
collective action and activism, and having the agency to speak out against injustice, allows 
individuals to grow and achieve change. By questioning how some can support “gay rights, 
but nobody else’s rights”, the LGSM campaign on behalf of striking miners who are “being 
bullied just like [they] are”, thus comprehending the significance and influence of 
empowering and amplifying previously silenced voices. This suggests that through listening 
to collective groups and the voices of silenced and oppressed individuals and groups, 
"history" is made. The conclusion of the film emphasises the ethos of the LGSM and the 
miners as they are ‘Together. Us. United’, thus signifying the importance of the collective 
voice as change comes from action and standing up to injustice. This further reinforces the 
idea that activism can culminate in success, in the form of change. Warchus signifies the 
importance of collective action and the amplification of minority and silenced voices, 
emphasising the need to lend a voice to the oppressed and to experience oppression 
through the lens of outcasted groups, as it is ultimately the power of the people that can 
create change. Both Warchus and Yousafzai elucidate how empowered and outspoken 
voices can be used to create social change, through the emphasis of the significance of 
united action, through the efforts of outcasted groups working collaboratively. While both 
texts depict how courageous individuals seek to overturn injustice and constructs, Pride 
showcases the significance of collective action, through the efforts of fringe groups working 
together. However, where the miners and the LGSM are forced to band together to advocate 
for each other, Yousafzai depicts how a solitary voice is amplified by the media, thus 
generating collective strength which is use to achieve a more just and equitable society. 
 
Both texts educate their audience on the universal nature of adversity, and how learning 
from the injustices of others can bring people together in the present. The title of Yousafzai’s 
memoir "The Girl Who Fought for Education" conveys the central idea of the text to be 
‘education.’ The format of the text as a memoir also serves as a means of educating her 
primarily young audience, demonstrating the ability of individuals to incite change by 
exposing her shared experience with oppression. Furthermore, Yousafzai transforms into a 
pioneer for young women in Pakistan, who also endure the oppression of the Taliban’s 
patriarchal regime, as well as for women around the world who are subjects different forms 
of oppression, after she steps onto the global stage in advocating for women’s and 



education rights. Malala is seen as a trailblazer – her ideals aren’t reflected in Pakistan but 
she is sowing a seed so that perhaps her actions will have a lasting and memorable effect 
on ‘future generations’. Building on the idea of the universal nature of suffering, Pride 
illustrates how the LGSM and miners realised a commonality in their suffering under their 
common enemy – Margaret Thatcher and the conservative views of society. By recognising 
this commonality, the two groups are able to band together in ‘solidarity’ and ‘friendship’, and 
thus are able to learn from each others’ suffering to create change. Similarly, the women at 
the Welfare Hall begin spiritedly reciting Oppenheim’s “Bread and Roses” poem which is 
about the successful 1912 US Textile workers strike, largely led by women. The women in 
the mining town evoke the success detailed in the poem, illustrating how the class struggles 
of the past can inspire individuals struggling in the present to view increased dignity and 
better working conditions as an achievable goal. Thus, the poem supports the contention of 
‘marching’ ‘for the people’ and letting people ‘hear [them] sing.’ This is reinforced by the men 
joining in song with the women, which is significant as they are also battling themselves for 
improved dignity and preventing pit closures through their strikes. This illustrates that the 
struggle for ‘Bread and Roses’ is incomplete and suggests that their goal can only be 
achieved when groups, specifically working groups, unite to fight for rights.  By supporting 
each other, the unlikely pair join together at the end of the film, at the ‘Pride’ march thus 
signalling how the universality of suffering can be used to create change. This is further 
reinforced through their ability the year of the film’s release being the year that marriage 
equality was legalised in the UK, illustrating that through shared experience and support, 
change can be seen. Ultimately, both texts serve to show how people can unite and create 
change, recognising that the struggle for rights and freedoms is a universal human 
experience. Where Yousafzai champions the way that a solitary voice can expose hidden 
injustices for everyone, even in totalitarian settings, Warchus warns that unless all workers 
unite, the future is doomed to repeat even in supposedly civil and enlightened societies. 
Both texts recognise that the struggle for rights and freedoms is a universal human 
experience, and that the unity of groups and individuals, and the involvement of the media 
can create change. However, where Warchus, warns against complacency, emphasising 
that unless all workers unite, the conservative views will remain, Yousafzai champions the 
way that a solitary voice and the media can expose hidden struggles for everyone. 
Furthermore, she implores others to take upon the personal responsibility of resisting 
oppression for the benefit of others as she has done, setting a precedent and a path for 
those that she has inspired to follow. 
 
Ultimately, both Warchus and Yousafzai demonstrate the importance of conviction in being 
able to create change, both from individuals or collective groups, as suffering is a universal 
experience. Both texts show that regardless of time or place, groups and individuals must 
have a sense of belonging and be vocal, as this is the only way to create a just society for all 
people. By being ‘Together.’ And ‘United’ groups are able to ‘change the world.’ 


