
 
Empowered and tireless, courageous groups refuse to be silenced and instead speak out 
against the discrimination they and others face. Malala Yousafzai’s autobiography ‘I Am 
Malala’ and Matthew Warchus’ film ‘Pride’ both illustrate how activism and fighting for rights 
allow individuals and groups to instigate change. However, where Warchus’s film illustrates 
how disenfranchised groups fight for social and political change, Yousafzai aims to illustrate 
how marginalised individuals can change the lives of people around the world. Both 
Warchus and Yousafzai focus on how hope is essential in addressing the crippling inequities 
and discrimination within society. Yousafzai’s memoir and Matthew Warchus’ film share a 
common purpose of demonstrating to the audience that activism is a powerful tool that can 
be derived from supportive relationships. 
 
As a result of having a strong identity and self-conviction, individuals are empowered to grow 
and develop the ability to surpass social limitations and constructs, and advocate for others. 
Yousafzai demonstrates that through conviction she is able to grow as an advocate and 
inspire change throughout the world. Her activism and self- belief are seen through her 
transformation within the memoir, as at the beginning she questions ‘Who is Malala?’, which 
highlights her growth as at the end of the text she states, ‘I am Malala and this is my story.’ 
This illustrates her journey as an activist, as she discovers herself by discovering what she is 
fighting for. Malala characterises her father as a brave role model, using the simile ‘like a 
lion.’ By presenting her father in this light, she illustrates that he unafraid to speak up and do 
what he can for what he believes is right and how activism has been modelled to her. Thus, 
Malala learns that advocating for others is an inevitable part of fighting for social progression 
in a conservative society. Malala also draws strength from other individuals who have 
created change, such as Benazir Bhutto, ‘the first female prime minister and the first in the 
Islamic world’, who inspired ‘a lot of optimism about the future.’ Similarly, she ‘had read 
about Obama and admired him because as a young black man from a struggling family he 
had achieved his ambitions and dreams.’ The need for strong activists as role models is 
illustrated through Malala wearing ‘one of Benazir Bhutto’s white shawls’ while deliberating 
her famous speech ‘Let us pick up our books and our pens,… They are our most powerful 
weapons. One child, one teacher, one book and one pen can change the world.’ 
Furthermore as a young girl in patriarchal Pakistan, she had achieved her ambitions and 
dreams through advocating for others, and using her voice in her quest to eliminate injustice. 
Comparably, 'Pride' explores how a strong sense of conviction can allow individuals and 
groups to transcend social limitations, leading to their ability to create social change. 
Warchus displays how people can dismantle harmful societal constructs through knowledge 
and open-mindedness, coming to the realisation that identity can prevent individuals from 
uniting with likeminded others and challenging injustice. Through their influential roles in the 
community, women like Hefina and Gwen ‘opened [the] eyes’ of conservative men, 
culminating in their presence at the Pride march at the end of the film, thus illustrating the 
power of activism in creating justice. As both the LGSM and miners help to advocate for 
each other and help achieve improved rights, ‘Pride’ demonstrates the need for conviction 
when aiding disenfranchised groups. Warchus’ use of long-shots merges miner and the gay 
community together, including previously homophobic miners like Lee, demonstrates their 
realisation that the voice is a powerful weapon. His use of wide shots throughout the film, but 
especially at the Pride March at the end can be representative of a change broader social 
mindset, diminishing the generally accepted social views and constructs, which come as a 
result of advocacy. While Malala’s conviction has allowed her to achieve the global platform 
and voice that comes with fame, Pride instead demonstrates the power of solidarity and the 
collective voice in creating change on the micro. Furthermore, Pride focuses on the power of 
the collective voice, whereas Malala focuses on individual conviction and advocacy. The 
political contexts of both texts act as barriers to the discovery of one’s true identity and the 



releasing of inhibitions. Thus, by attain a voice and a sense of agency, individuals are able 
to surpass social limitations and constructs. 
 
Both texts demonstrate how a collective identity and belonging can empower individuals and 
groups to draw strength and courage from other people, becoming a catalyst for activism 
and social change. The evolution of Malala’s voice shows the strength she gains from the 
support of the media, as her initial BBC diary under the alias of Gul Makai depicts the idea 
that with only burgeoning support, Yousafzai must hide her identity in order to express her 
reality. The evolution from her concealed identity to worldwide notoriety, international media 
support and a book published which directly conveys her reality, with a sense of pride and 
conviction, as she titles it ‘I am Malala.’ This encourages readers to recognise how strength 
can be gained from having the support of the media as the ‘more interviews she gave, the 
stronger she felt.’ The power of Malala’s voice is seen, as she evolving from wondering ‘how 
free a daughter could be’ to symbolising freedom as an activist, transforming into ‘the 
daughter of the nation.’ The evolution of Malala’s voice suggests that by having support from 
one's family and community, an individual can actively advocate for issues that may have 
seemed to ambitious or unattainable. Malala’s evolution from speaking at her school to 
speaking at the UN at the end of the memoir directly illustrates the development and 
empowerment of her voice. Furthermore, activism can liberate a person from the societal 
oppression that attempts to silence the marginalized voice and strip them of their agency. 
Comparably, Pride explores the strength to protest and instigate change which results from 
empowerment and a sense of communication. Upon her introduction, Sian is characterised 
as apprehensive and anxious, seen as unsure of herself and her husband reassuring her 
that ‘it’s not the first day of school’. However, as she finds a sense of community which is 
guided by the LGSM, her confidence and conviction grows as does her ability to advocate 
for social change, particularly expressed through her eventually becoming the first female 
MP in the Swansea East electorate. Here, Warchus depicts how one can feel inadequate or 
incapability when they do not have the support of others. The strength derived from 
collective action and activism, and having the agency to speak out against injustice, allows 
individuals to grow and achieve change. By questioning how some can support “gay rights, 
but nobody else’s rights”, the LGSM campaign on behalf of striking miners who are “being 
bullied just like [they] are”, thus comprehending the significance and influence of 
empowering and amplifying previously silenced voices. This suggests that through listening 
to collective groups and the voices of silenced and oppressed individuals and groups, 
"history" is made. The conclusion of the film emphasises the ethos of the LGSM and the 
miners as they are ‘Together. Us. United’, thus signifying the importance of the collective 
voice as change comes from action and standing up to injustice, which reinforces the idea 
that activism can culminate in success, in the form of change. 
 
Warchus signifies the importance of collective action and the amplification of minority and 
silenced voices, emphasising the need to lend a voice to the oppressed and to experience 
oppression through the lens of outcasted groups, as it is ultimately the power of the people 
that can create change. Both Warchus and Yousafzai elucidate how empowered and 
outspoken voices can be used to create social change, through the emphasis of the 
significance of united action, through the efforts of outcasted groups working 
collaboratively. While both texts depict how courageous individuals seek to overturn injustice 
and constructs, Pride showcases the significance of collective action, through the efforts of 
fringe groups working together. However, where the miners and the LGSM are forced to 
band together to advocate for each other, Yousafzai depicts how a solitary voice is amplified 
by the media, thus creating a sole voice for many marginalised groups and individuals. 
 
‘I am Malala’ and ‘Pride’ examine how individuals learn from history, and take inspiration 
from those who came before, thus inspiring them to speak out against repression. Malala 
has been able to achieve greatness, especially in the face of oppression that exists within 
Pakistan, and the silencing of women. Most notable was her UN speech which garnered her 



‘support from all over the world, but there was mostly silence’ from Pakistan, due to their 
conservative, patriarchal views. Furthermore, Yousafzai transforms into a pioneer for young 
women in Pakistan, as well as for women around the world, after she steps onto the global 
stage in advocating for women’s and education rights. Yet, she is only able to draw courage 
and the ability to stand up and speak in the face of adversity as a result of the way paved by 
those who came before her, such as Benazir Bhutto and Barack Obama. Alas, Malala’s 
progressive values and actions are not openly accepted in her homeland, forcing her to 
relocate as a result of the threats she has received. Yousafzai mourns the loss of her home, 
lamenting that her ‘country is centuries behind’ the western world. Her ability to instigate 
change in Pakistan is not rebuffed, however, as women are silenced by the Taliban’s 
totalitarian regime, she is denied recognition and the ability to be praised for her efforts. As 
her homeland is still dominated by conservative men who continue to subjugate women, 
Yousafzai’s achievements are seen as a disruption to traditional patriarchal values that 
demand women be passive, not empowered. Her reception of the letter from the Taliban 
commander that offered forgiveness if she ‘came back to Pakistan, wore a burqa and went 
to a madrasa’ illustrates that, in her homeland, she is defined by her gender, as the men 
control the narrative and women are silenced. In Pakistan, women at the mercy of men, and 
are unable to easily make history as they are forced to conform to the patriarchal 
expectations of them. Furthermore, Malala’s courage is personified through the mango seed, 
as she wonders if anyone at home is ‘watering it so that one day future generations of 
daughters and sons can enjoy its fruit.’ She inspires others with her courage and hopes that 
other women can realise their own capacity to make history. It also illustrates that it can take 
time to appreciate the efforts of those who came before her, and to see change in the worth. 
Malala is seen as a trailblazer – her ideals aren’t reflected in Pakistan but she is sowing a 
seed so that perhaps her actions will have a lasting and memorable effect on ‘future 
generations’. Building on the idea of past voices influencing future reality, Pride illustrates 
how the events of the LGSM and the miners have influenced modern societal values. 
Warchus depicts the idea that through ‘our solidarity, our friendship – [the miners and 
LGSM] made history.’ Not only was the year of the film’s release the year that marriage 
equality was legalised in the UK, but the stories of the LGSM and the miners are solidified 
through film, voicing the stories of marginalised groups who have paved the way for future 
generations. Furthermore, Sian is inspired to become a politician after her brush with 
advocacy in Onllwyn and was instrumental in the Labour Party ‘enshrin[ing] Gay and 
Lesbian rights into the party’s official manifesto.’ Much like the miners and LGSM, 
Yousafzai’s achievements may go unnoticed in Pakistan until societal attitudes towards 
women shift, and thus change is able to be seen. Both texts illustrate the challenges of 
having historical achievements immediately recognised in societies not yet willing to accept 
their significance. Those who initiate change may, at the time, suffer for their actions. 
However, they plant the seed for future progress for the marginalised groups that they 
represent, and so that future generations can reap the fruits of their labour. Thus, both texts 
illustrate that change is not immediate, and individuals must draw strength from those that 
have come before them, to consolidate a strong, enduring identity. 
 
Ultimately, both Warchus and Yousafzai demonstrate the importance of conviction in being 
able to create change, both from individuals or collective groups, as individuals who 
advocate for others must draw strength from the predecessors to successfully create 
change. Both texts show that regardless of time or place, groups and individuals must have 
a sense of belonging and be vocal, as this is the only way to create a just society for all 
people. By being ‘Together.’ And ‘United’ groups are able to ‘change the world.’ 


