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Lisa Fremont

............

- Works for a fashion magazine as a
model and columnist - A successful photojournalist
- In love with Jeff's and wants her -In love with Lisa but reluctant to commit to marriage

commitment from him - Confined to his apariment after breaking his leg he

is convinced a murder has taken place

Miss Torso
-A neighbour
- a dancer
- She lives alone but tries to
further her career
- Married to Stanley who is
away on duty

quilt

Stella

- Insurance company nurse

who visit Jeff to check his
progress

- Happily married to Myles

The Songwriter

- Lives in the studio
apament characters
- Writes the song 'Lisa’

Tom Doyle
- Detective Doyle works in
homicide with NYPD

- Detective Doyle and Jeff
served together during WW2

b /

- A lonely middle aged deamk \ £ Aot
woman desperate for - A middle aged - Costume Jewellery
a relationship Saliirnia
The couple with the woman who
ltlﬂog lives on the - lives in the apartment
- They sleep on their ground floor. opposite ‘Jeﬂ
balcznye:upﬁng the - She is working - Unhappily marriedtoAnna~ § %7 AllE LIV
heat wave on a sculpture - Murders Anna
'.t:ey '::,:wt i - murdered by her husband
children but love their

dog
The Newlyweds
- They have just moved into
their first apartment
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Music reflects the mood of
characters and situations.
Sometimes music can contrast to

what is happening in the scene.
Look at how Hitchcock also uses

silence.

Note how the sound in RW often
does not match what is happening
on screen. Why do you think H

BUILDING SUSPENSE
Hitchcock uses all these techniques to build
suspense. He is the master of suspense. We see
things that Jeff cannot. Hitchcock wants the
audience to know more than the characters so that
we can be kept on the edge of our seat. Look at the
scene when we see things while Jeff is asleep.

This is a series of short
scenes/shots usually
close up shots used by
Hitchcock to create

MONTAGE

suspense.

ELEMENTS
and

FADING
Hitchcock uses fading to
suggest time has passed but
also to suggest something
sinister is happening.

TECHNIQUES

POINT OF VIEW SHOTS
This technique was perfected by
Hitchcock but developed by a Soviet

the viewer derives more meaning
from a sequence of shots rather than
a single shot.

Close up - shot of what Jeff looks at -
back to Jeff to see his reaction.
look at Jeff looking at various
characters as an example. This
technique focuses on the expression
of characters which was extremely
important to Hitchcock.

LIGHTING

shadow.

Contrast between light and dark
dominate the film and work
together to create suspense.
Look at how Hitch cock uses

-Refers to everything we
see in the frame has been
deliberately selected for

meaning

VISUAL vs
DIALOGUE
This visual
was more
important to
Hitchcock. He
preferred to
show rather
than say.

MISE EN SCENE

CAMERA ANGLES
panning
close up
mid shot
long shot

Camera angles convey information and

emotion, tells us about characters,
increases intensity and moves the story
forward.
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— GENDER ROLES
- - reflects gender roles of 1950's MARRIAGE
- character stereotypes - single sexy blonde/middle-aged spinster - nagging wife single - newlywed passion- uxoricide (murdering your wife)
aries - newlyweds - wife gets angry when she realises husband wants to give up his job -

C LN R Rt

3]

f o

morphed into the nagging wife?

-Magazines represent the dichotomy between the masculine and feminine - Jeff
works for a magazine that covers world news and Lisa for a fashion magazine.

- Lisa assumes a more masculine/active role as she enters T's apartment while Jeff is
passive. Lisa enjoys her role as detective but does not lose her femininity. Even when
she climbs the ladder she is wearing a beautiful dress. At the end her clothes are
different but she is just as interested in fashion as ever. H sends an important
message to his audience that women are very capable.

SOCIAL ISOLATION
- even though they live in close proximity to each other
there is a lack of connection between all the neighbours
instead of a sense of community. T's murder of his wife
in full view of the neighbours highlights the disinterest
that exists among them. H shows that you can be just
as lonely in a crowd/relationship. Jeff's idea that
attractive women don't have to worry about loneliness
is untrue and simplistic. Jeff is socially isolated as a
result of his accident and ironically this isolation means
that he becomes more engaged with his neighbours.

KEY IDEAS and
THEMES

CONNECTEDNESS
There is no sense of community but the neighbours
are connected because of the open windows and the
sound that comes from each apartment. Note that the
artist and songwriter finds Miss T's music irritating
while Lisa loves the songwriter's piano playing. Music
also connects Miss L with the songwriter because it
prevents her from committing suicide. The death of
apartment complex together as the audience aligns
with the neighbours to watch Jeff.

Newlyweds - conventional view of marriage/values. This romantic bubble bursts at the

end.

Single - Miss T - has male company but is delighted to have her husband back.
Miss L - love eludes her and takes her down a dangerous path until she final finds a

partner in the songwriter,

childless couple and family on the top floor.

- Positive relationship - look at friendship between Miss L and the songwriter,

VOYEURISM
The ethics behind voyeurism is highlighted in
Stella's warning to Jeff - "six months in the
workhouse"

- Both Stella, Lisa and Doyle stress that voyeurism
is an invasion of privacy - "diseased”

- The telephoto lens is highly invasive but H
highlights that he can only see things partially.

- H also establishes that voyeurism is part of the
human condition - helicopter.

Jeff's profession legitimises voyeurism and the heat
and proximity of his neighbours provides the perfect
opportunity. ironically Lisa constantly tries to get Jeff:
to watch her - negligee scene. Miss L vulnerability
and attempt to commit suicide shows that those
watching have a duty of care. Is voyeurism justified
because even though it is "a thousand to one shot"
and Jeff does cross a moral line he does bring a

murderer to justice.




