
 

Nine Days presents the personal experiences of nine different narrators but 
overall it tells the story of a community rather than any single individual. 
 

Toni Jordan's non-chronological novel, 'Nine Days', is deceiving in many ways. The non-
sequential structures encapsulating different narrators at contrasting points in history made it 
seem almost like a set of short stories about different individuals rather than a traditional 
novel.  Through the nine characters perspectives, Jordan explores their communities and its 
significance in shaping their lives, whilst also identifying that these days are a snapshot in time, 
recognising the whole community who share in the experiences and often harsh realities.   
   
Individuals are identified as a product of their community, demonstrating the views and values 
which their respective neighbourhood celebrates. Jordan's opening chapter "Kip" is on the 
surface the day in the life of 14-year-old Kip Westaway; a day when he "should have known… 
that things were bound to go wrong."  But more than this the chapter gives the reader their initial 
look into the way this small Richmond community functions, and how the experiences of 
individuals who vacate it, are shaped by those around them. The absence of a father figure 
within the Westaway family unit, caused an instability both financially and emotionally. 
Demonstrating, that not only did they suffer as a result of the loss of Tom after "spinning like a 
top", but this was a common occurrence due to war.  Emphasis is placed upon this within "Kip", 
to clearly identify the strain placed on the young males of the household, Kip and Francis, 
forcing Kip to drop out of school, despite Jeans "appreciat[tion of] a good 
education."  Additionally, the actions of characters within this initial chapter reinforces the very 
different rules for males and females, when it comes to "respect or [their] lack of same." This 
further reinstates the expectation of Connie, to be the caregiver for Mrs Keith, whilst Kip is 
criticised for his childish actions, playing "American parachutes", with Mrs Keith's 
undergarments.  As well as the growth and shaping of familiar expectations, there is a 
prominent distinction between families within the first chapter, with prejudicial in tack families, 
demonstrated by the Hustings, looking down upon their neighbours, the fragmented 
Westaway's, who are "odds on to have lice."  Despite their houses both being positioned 
"halfway up the hill", demonstrating some form of level financial capabilities, the nuclear family 
unit painted by the Hustings, reinforces the prejudice towards those who do not fit these 
criteria.  Furthermore, the distinction between religious groups further isolates the Westaway's, 
their catholic practise deemed unacceptable in the eyes of the protestant Husting's.  Despite all 
the hardships identified by Jordan within this first day, Kip does not identify any of this behaviour 
as out of the ordinary, demonstrating that he has become accustomed to it.   Jordan 
emphasising the role in which the society you live in, influences an individual's perception of 
various behaviours, as well as the way they have identified as appropriate to react.    
  
The novel also uses the personal experiences of the nine narrators in their distinctive days to 
piece together the story of one family spanning over four generations.  The primary identification 
of Kip, provided an sympathetic view towards him, and subsequent joining of the characters to 
him, as readers form the connections between individuals and time periods throughout the 
reading of the novel.  Kip's used as a constant throughout the novel by Jordan, to highlight the 
network of relations which she explores.  The views and values which we learn from Kips 
primary chapter, are further explored throughout changing time periods and the perspective of 
different characters, to reiterate how a changing of community, will influence its 
stakeholders.  Throughout the early 2000s, Alec and Libby are depicted as a further product of a 
fragmented family, growing up under the care of the "smother mothers".  Their lack of 



technology is used by Jordan to identify that Stanzi and Charlotte grew up without financial 
struggles in the same form as Kip.  It is noted that both women had a sufficient education, 
Stanzi emphasising the capability of women to step forward and hold a respectable career as a 
"counsellor … planning to do a PhD."  The identification that both have never personally 
experienced loss and struggle in the form which Kip did, highlights that to them, Kip's upbringing 
is only a story, in a similar light to many of the readers, as Jordan assumes the majority of 
readers have not experienced such struggle within their live time.  This assumption, identifies 
that the actions of Stanzi and Charlotte in inhibiting their children's technology use, is a common 
practise within most households of the early 2000s, who have never experienced much 
loss.  Kip therefore, demonstrates how his childhood, has ultimately accustomed him to do his 
best to ensure his family do not experience a lack of anything including a "Nintendo DS”, 
despite how novel this loss may be. This is also a product of the kindness and sincere character 
which he has developed into, which can also be accredited to the actions of Mr Hustings, as a 
support and somewhat role model for Kip, as he overlooked the religious differences, providing 
him with a job to help support his family, as well as giving him "a shilling", symbolising 
hope.  This action is shown to have shaped Kip's life, as he values the shilling for its action, 
rather than it’s monetary worth.  Years later, he is depicted gifting the shilling with a "silver chain 
threaded through a hole in the middle" to Stanzi, showing not only the worth of the shilling to 
now be a family air loom, but also passing on hope to the next generation, as Kip identifies his 
struggles as a child, as ones he does not wish upon his children nor grandchildren.  Jordan 
endorses the capability of individuals to overcome their own struggles within their upbringing as 
a result of their community, to then be capable to support others, with distinctive hardships 
formed from a separate lifestyle.  
  
Personal experiences of all the characters are shaped by the community values and pressures 
around them.  The actions of Jack Husting, as he decided to "fight overseas", favoured his role 
within Australia, rather than his role within the Husting family.  Jordan questions the values of 
Jack as a family man, as he is demonstrated to struggle to understand the values of his family, 
showing disinterest in Mrs Husting's path for Jack, with Emily. Furthermore, Connie's passing is 
attributed to Jean's value of society expectations over her religion, family or safety.  Depiction of 
Jean as working hard to get to the top of "the hill", shows her unjust vision of social class and 
reputation, as more valuable than any other factor within a community.  The individuals within 
the Westaway family, each lived their lives with struggle, due to the strong belief of Jean, to 
maintain social standing.  These values represented by the community ultimately caused Jean 
to force Connie to have an abortion, her death a product of blurred understanding of the values 
of a reputable name.  In comparison, Jordan highlights the changes which drastically occur 
within the time periods of the four-generation depicted within 'Nine Days', as just one generation 
latter, Charlottes similar circumstances are treated by both Stanzi, her support network, and 
society with a totally different light.  Many historical events had occurred within half a century, 
including the "feminist" movement, which fought for women's rights and the value of 
choice.  This new moralistic way of thinking, is highlighted through Charlottes ability to be 
supported with her decision to go forward with the pregnancy, despite an unstable relationship 
with Craig.  Jordan celebrates the changes which have occurred within communities over time, 
and the new-found moralistic values which are displayed by the individuals as a result.    
  
Jordan celebrates the diversity of individuals through their upbringing and life experiences over 
the various individuals pictured in momentous time slots throughout 'Nine Days'.  The 
endorsement of society values to change, as well as the clear distinction of moralistic ways of 
thought, is shows through the growth and development within each generation of 
Westaway's.  The highlighting of each individual as a product of their environment, ultimately 
suggesting that whilst each single individual proves to have their own success and hardship, the 



role which society and their environment plays in shaping their morals and rite of passage, 
ultimately determine who they become, and the successes which they will achieve.    
 


