
 

Prompt: Freedom has its price. Discuss. 
 
Persepolis, the autobiography of Marjane Satrapi, is a graphic novel recounting her 
childhood during the Islamic revolution in a noble family in Iran. Marjane and her family are 
constantly involved and participated in communism activities and revolutionary protests. She 
states the confrontation and compensation as the consequences of searching for freedom in 
a contained country.  
 
Throughout Persepolis, political prisoners indicate the lack of freedom in the country, 
symbolic of how Iranians are restrained during the revolution. The pilots of Iran were 
imprisoned after defeat in Coup D’état and trades their lives for the national anthem to be 
played on the radio broadcast. The government at the time of the war – the undereducated 
guardians of the revolution – displayed their lack of political and govern knowledge. The 
attack from Iraq bewildered the guardians whom sent the pilots to counterattack Iraq and the 
whole troop was annihilated. Uncle Anoosh fled to the U.S.S.R and Russia due to the 
assassins sent from the Shah for his involvement in his cousin’s underground political party. 
His academic achievements gained him great honour and knowledge in Marxism-Leninism. 
As he returns to Iran he was incarcerated and soon executed as a result of his broad 
knowledge in politics. As Marjane sees on the newspaper, “Russian spy executed”, her 
innocence gradually disappears and she steps into the world of darkness. She sees no 
freedom nor justice in her country and her god whom she secretly followed throughout her 
childhood.  
 
Under the govern of the guardians of the revolution, follow Islam religion was necessary and 
compulsory for one to survive in Iran. Persepolis begins with the year 1980, “the year it 
became obligatory to wear the veil at school”. Though it started as a trivial rule, it soon under 
the Islamic regime, became virtually necessary to gain power and position in the society. A 
window washer, as a result of his loyalty and sincere to the god, then became the director of 
the hospital, though absenting any relevant knowledge and background. “If god will it”, was 
all he could say to a critically ill patient. Marjane’s mother Taji whom with her knowledge to 
science and politics does not follow religion, was insulted by Muslim men whilst presenting 
on the street not wearing a veil. “They say woman like me should be raped and thrown into 
the garbage, and if I don’t want that to happen I should wear the veil”. The non-flexibility and 
lack of govern-ability can be analyzed from the inequality and unfairness of the law. Racism 
underlies. Freedom and justice fades.  
 
Ironically, as the population overthrows the Shah’s imperialism and believe their final 
acquirement of freedom, the guardian of the Islamic regime gave demonstrates worse 
restriction to the Iranians and social isolation was their intention. Marjane’s relatives and 
friends are constantly murdered by “the Deliverers of the Devine Justice” as a consequence 
of ‘illegal’ social activity – party, drinking alcohol, showing westernized signs.  


