
 

'In Extinction, Rayson shows that compromise is necessary.' Do you agree? 

 

In reality, it is inevitable for people to make concessions in order to maintain a friendly 

relationship and to solve problems though Hannie Rayson suggests that adherence to own 

belief can also be practical in Extinction. This demonstrates the significance of compromise 

in some circumstances though it is not likely to be a necessary element in life. People may 

need to make concessions when considering the feasibility of their plan which explains 

Dixon-Brown and Harry’s decision-making regarding to their business. Harry’s realism 

challenges Piper’s idealism which undermines her integrity and leads to her compromise. 

However, transformation in Andy’s attitude towards his terminal disease and his unswerving 

beliefs indicates that faith can combat with compromise. 

 

Compromise is requisite when there are limitations or obstacles in their business which 

drives both Dixon-Brown and Harry to concede. Dixon-Brown’s CAPE Institute is lack of 

funding that she emphasizes she “does not have the money to save all animals” which 

demonstrates a sense of betrayal and realism as she is only targeting those “statistically 

savable” animals. This contradicts her original intention as an ecologist as she rejects 

Piper’s statement that “all animals are worth saving”. Rayson highlights the discrepancy 

between realism and idealism in saving extinct animals which intends to allow audiences to 

gain an insight into the operation of an animal saving program. Rayson suggests that 

directors have to make concessions in order to maintain operation of the programs by having 

proper allocation of funds. Additionally, Dixon-Brown admits that “hundreds of institutions are 

funded by mining money” which denotes the corruption of ethics when environmentalists are 

searching for funding from mining companies. Her tone is sarcastic when she says, “for 

god’s sake” which demonstrates her compromise on the program of accepting funding from 

companies that “cause massive damage to the ecosystem”. On the other hand, Harry sees 

the decline of his coalmining business that it seems to be eliminated gradually due to 

increasing competitions and technological advancements. Harry highlights that “the world 

has changed and mining has to change with it” which signifies the necessary to compromise 

in order to follow the trend of social development regarding to mining’s criticisms from 

environmental groupings. Therefore, concession should be made in order to sustain a 

business.  

 

Realism undermines Piper’s idealistic beliefs and compromise is also seen in her regarding 

to her illicit relationship with Harry Jewell. Piper is originally a passionate zoologist who aims 

to “do everything she could to help” the animals from danger of extinction though realism 



erases her intention. Harry outlines the fact that “most people don’t have time to be the 

idealists” which reflects the impossibility of engaging everyone in protecting the environment. 

Rayson highlights that compromise is inevitable by revealing the actual situation in the 

society and modern people’s stereotypes. Piper describes Harry as her “Mr. Evil” that 

audiences may assume Piper to have abominable relationship with Harry due to their 

opposing views. However, Harry’s charm seduces Piper to have sexual interaction with him 

which undermines Piper’s integrity and also demonstrates her corruption of belief. Regarding 

to Piper’s compromise on Harry, Rayson seems to displays that idealism cannot sustain in 

this “real world” which is likely to result in concession to realism. Additionally, Piper is 

strongly opposing to Harry’s coalmining business initially that she seems to “feel hostile 

towards” him. By using symbolism, Rayson foreshadows Harry’s potential to damage the 

environment referring to his Range Rover which is a “cruise missile”. Although Piper 

emphasizes that Harry and her “are living in such different worlds”, she is assimilated by him 

later on which is evident when she parrots Harry’s opinion in front of Dixon-Brown. 

Therefore, compromise is unavoidable, especially when sentiments are involved.  

 

Andy’s unwillingness in surrendering his beliefs proves that compromise is not an inevitable 

element in this realistic society nowadays. As a professional vet and a passionate 

environmentalist, he “wants to find a solution to the energy crisis” and alleviate the impact of 

climate change. Although Dixon-Brown describes him as a “stubborn” man and Harry 

criticizes him of his idealistic beliefs and his behavior as a “greenie”, he is still strongly 

adhering to his own beliefs. Andy is “basking in ideological purity” that he rather destroys his 

relationship with his sister than compromising on the program funded by a coalmining 

company. Andy’s stage direction of ushering Dixon-Brown out the door and slams it firmly 

indicates his assertiveness in refusing to compromise on his ideology despite being a “Mister 

Solitary”. Rayson utilizes stage direction to highlights Andy’s determination in adhering to his 

aim to protect the environment and the earth even though he may be “very lonely up there 

on the moral high ground”. This portrays Andy as a revere person which appears to be more 

convincible to the audiences so they may agree to his views on protecting the earth. On the 

other hand, Andy is disheartened by his terminal disease initially as he thinks pessimistically 

that he “is never gonna feel any better”. “The gun’s gone off” so Andy has to face his 

imminent mortality. Andy demonstrates sense of compromise as his disease will only lead 

him to “the road of sadness” that he is supposed to have “no future”. However, his attitude 

shifts from pessimistic to optimistic after Piper promises him to face his disease together with 

him. There is no longer compromise in Andy, instead, there is hope. This reinforces Andy’s 

reluctance in compromising on both his terminal disease and his ideology. 

 

In conclusion, compromise is required in some circumstances though it is not essential in the 



society. Obstacles and sentiments can trigger characters to compromise on their beliefs, 

however, characters can also adhere to their faiths and refuse to surrender their beliefs. 

Through Extinction, Rayson aims to drive audiences to contemplate on the necessity of 

compromise, as well as the rationality of compromising on environmental ideologies.  


