ENGLISH - EXTINCTION ESSAY

'Extinction shows that idealism and social conscience cannot be sustained.’
Do you agree?

The statement of “idealism and social conscience cannot be sustained” is demonstrated to
some extent in Extinction. Hannie Rayon, the author, suggests that realism and pragmatism
are worth pursuing in this real world in order to be practical when handling situations.
Different types of seductions lead to the corruption of Piper’s idealistic beliefs and social
conscience which undermine her integrity. Piper’s idealism is not able to reflect on the actual
situation in reality which triggers the audiences to question her belief and the feasibility of the
animal saving programs. Facing Harry’s irresistible charm, Piper abandons her conscience
whereas Harry gives up his moral sense in order to operate his mining business. However,
idealism supports Piper’s faith in Andy, as well as her hope in curing her dog, Beast which
implies that idealism can be sustained in some ways.

Idealism can hinder Piper from launching effective programs to save extinct animals and can
also influence her judgements which seems to presents her as an unrealistic person.
Although Piper agrees that “the rate of extinction is out control”, she is still aiming to save
“‘every mammal on earth”. She places an emphasis on the word “EVERY” with an affirmative
tone which implies her impracticable ways of thinking. Rayon highlights that one of the
factors of a successful program is to be realistic on the facts and the actual situation that
Piper’s idealistic beliefs are not likely to be long-lasting. Additionally, the dialogue between
Piper, Dixon-Brown and Andy based on the death of the quoll suggests Piper’s unrealistic
thought of being able to “resuscitate the animal” that is defined as having “no chance of
surviving”. Piper’s argument focuses on the logic of “keeping an endangered animal alive”
though she doesn’t take the severe condition of the quoll into consideration, as well as the
morality of “stressing a dying animal more than necessary”. Moreover, Piper’s action of
exiting this scene helps to reinforce her discontentment towards Andy that Rayon utilizes
Piper’s stage direction to widen the gap between Andy and her. This separates Piper’s
idealism out of Andy’s realism which signifies idealism as being unsustainable in reality.

Piper’s social conscience erodes after being seduced by Harry whereas Harry argues that
self-interest outweighs his conscience. Piper has unswerving beliefs and firm conscience
initially though the existence of Harry seems to transform Piper’s altitude to a large extent.
Rayson creates tensions and a mysterious atmosphere through the tent aspect by using
stagecraft which also foreshadows the Piper’s corruption of belief, as well as the trend of
Piper of being assimilated by Harry. This leads to erosion in Piper’s integrity which
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demonstrates that social conscience is not likely to sustain in this real world. Harry
symbolizes a predator that he is preying on vulnerable people, in this case, Piper, whose
belief is fluctuating. In the scene, Piper admits frankly that she “has made a mistake” which
denotes the distortion of her beliefs and this also foreshadows that her mistake will be likely
to bring her discredit. Additionally, there is also a distortion in her conscience when Piper
claims that she is “fully committed to the Powerhouse project”. She used to be strongly
opposing to coalmining that she describes it as the business “polluting the planet”. The
drastic shift in Piper’s attitude towards coalmining proves that Harry undermines her social
conscience and her sexual interaction with Harry is likely to “compromise the whole integrity
of the project”. On the other hand, Harry argues the necessity of wealth when operating a
business by claiming that “money means a big life”. This helps to justify his action of
abandoning his conscience due to the pursue of his self-interest and company interest.
Undoubtedly, coalmining business will bring harm to the environment though Harry ‘doesn’t

N

care for the world “environment™, as well as the damage mining will bring. For Harry,
economic growth outweighs social conscience which denotes that social conscience cannot

be sustained.

Piper’s idealistic beliefs enable her to sustain her relationship with Andy and her faith in
extending Beast’s life. Piper hopes to “marry Andy and have babies and live in a house
together” with him and Andy’s terminal disease, GSS does not disillusion Piper. Piper’s tone
in this quote is optimistic which foreshadows her willingness to follow Andy in the rest of her
life. Piper emphasizes that she “won’t be pushed away” which further strengthens her faith in
Andy. Rayson intends to create a touching atmosphere in this scene to impress the
audiences and therefore drive the audiences to contemplate the sustainability of idealistic
thoughts. Tiger quoll is a recurring motif in Extinction that its reappearance at the final scene
suggests the sustainability of Piper’s idealism which is likely to foreshadow the reborn of
Andy and the initiation of new relationship between this couple. Piper’s idealism drives her to
make this unswerving promises to Andy that she no longer thinks that their “road just lead to
sadness”. Therefore, Piper’s faithful love towards Andy is likely to sustain. On the other
hand, Piper trusts the cure of Beast’s Cancer that her idealism sustains her faith in extending
Beast’s life. Even though Andy is pointing out the fact that “animals get sick and they die”,
Piper thinks ideally that she is able to save Beast from death. It is her idealistic belief and
faith that drives her to “do everything she could to help him”. Therefore, Piper’s idealism in
her relationship with Andy and in the cure of Beast’s disease demonstrate its sustainability in
extending their relationship and Beast’s life.

In conclusion, idealism and social conscience are not likely to sustain in this real word when
considering self-interests and own benefits. However, there can be exceptions if faith

tsix

© TSFX & ATAR Central 2019 www.tsfx.edu.au Free Exclusive Online Resources




presents which can make the person’s idealistic thoughts practical and sustainable. In
Extinction, Rayson criticizes the unrealistic beliefs and the pursue of profits which
undermines social conscience. This enables audiences to contemplate the feasibility of
idealism and the significance of social conscience in the real world.
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