
 

 

ENGLISH: AREA OF STUDY 
 
To what extent do influences shape our individual sense of belonging? 
 
 
People are brought together through many ways, through actions taken by others to show 
belonging, to the circumstances two people can be in and finding commonalities between each 
other. These are just a few influences of belonging, and can be seen in the book written by 
Raimond Gaita, Romulus My Father. These memoirs give insight into the actions and circumstances 
of which he and his father were placed, and how they created a sense of belonging. The way 
Edward is made to feel by his inventor in Tim Burton’s Edward Scissorhands shows through actions 
how the sense of belonging can be ‘influenced’. Similarly in Tim Winton’s Big World, the way in 
which people in adversity can forge a bond between each other. 
 
People form their identity and character during their growth years as a young adult, and these 
places where we grow up are incorporated as a part of our identity. Thus the idea of place has an 
impact on how and where people belong. Romulus, in Romulus My Father grew up in Markovac, 
Yugoslavia. He was born and raised here, and ‘always considered himself a Romanian’. The 
hyperbole shows the power of belonging which came from a national identity, and cultural belonging 
to a ‘place’. Though Romania it’s self was many kilometres away, the language and culture which 
associated a national identity to the country shows the way that belonging to a place can 
transcended physical barriers. This is felt by many immigrants till today in the fact that to them the 
idea of ‘home’ is overseas where they came from, and is entwined into their psyche. In a similar 
way, the narrator in Tim Winton’s, Big World shows how a person’s birth place and beginning of 
existence marks a place of belonging and attachment. When driving through the city of Perth, it is 
emphasized that the two protagonists have contrasting views towards the City. Biggies felt 
uncomfortable here, ‘Cities confound him, he couldn’t see the point of them... He’s revolted and a 
little frightened’. The accumulation of negative language shows that Biggie has a disconnection, and 
prejudice towards the city and is contrast to what the narrator says. ‘Me, I love the city, I’m originally 
from here.’ The short and precise sentence structure ensures the reader identifies the natural state 
of belonging which the narrator feels. Also the language of ‘from here’, identifies that in contrast to 
where Angelus where Biggie lives, personal experienced influence a person’s sense of belonging. 
Just as Romulus has a cultural link to where he grew up as a child in Romania and will ‘always 
consider himself Romanian’, is similar to the way that the Narrator feels towards the city as that is 
his birth place thus forming a sense of belonging with it. 
 
The complexity of belonging can be seen in its presence in the most unlikely of situations, and the 
ramifications of these circumstances in people’s sense of belonging. Difficulties which are shared by 
two people in a time of adversity can be the means by which they feel acceptance towards another. 
This is evidence in the sole parenting of Raimond by Romulus, the absence of a mother in 
Raimond’s life created difficulties which we still see today in single parenting.  ‘I remember his 
strong, sun-darkened arms around me, to protect me from their terrible meaning’.  The symbolism of 
his father’s arms as a protecting force implies that their circumstances was that of a difficult one, 
that it required the protection of a greater force than Raimond could handle. The imagery of a father 
embracing his child heightens the strength of love and bonding, made stronger through the difficult 
circumstances. In a similar way the narrator in Tim Burton’s Big World shows how a sense of 
belonging resulted from a time of adversity.  
 
The narrator was a ‘new kid’ in a school in Western Australia, and was the victim of bullying. He is 
saved from his situation when Biggie hit the bully, ‘A single decisive act of violence which joined me 
to biggie forever..... I was free I felt like someone had paid my ransom.’ The simile reveals the sense 
of belonging came as a result of being freed from a time of adversity. A time when the narrator 
described himself as ‘disappearing’, saw a change in the narrators actions and attitudes to his  



 

 

environment. Their lifelong friendship was created as a result of a difficult time, and this bond was 
mirrored in the way Romulus and Raimond were strengthened in their bond. This shows that our 
sense of belonging can be influenced by the circumstances we are placed in. 
 
The idea of belonging can influence people, by determining parts of their character and building a 
sense of identity. Common ideals are influential on the coming together of people, the relationship 
of Romulus and Hora in Romulus my Father is evidence of this. Both share a cultural root of 
‘Romania’ and links between people are able to strengthen a sense of belonging so that it’s not just 
a fleeting experience. “Nor have I known anyone so contemptuous and resistant.... it formed the 
basis of their lifelong friendship...they longed for a community of honorable men”. The underlying 
contemplative and authoritative tone of the quote shows that as immigrants, that values and ethics 
played an important role in their upbringing, and identifies that through this both men found a 
connection with each other by using inclusive language ‘they’, but also the disconnection from the 
current their new country in ‘longed’. This honour and respect saw the two men accept each other 
and ultimately formed a sense of belonging. The idea of ‘longed’ followed by ‘[Romulus] asked the 
man who greeted us are there any other Romanians here” shows how isolation in a foreign land 
heightened the need for belonging. The idea of having something in common shows the influence 
which culture has on a person’s identity, and that people’s cultural and moral standards have a 
influence on belonging. In Edward Scissorhands, Burton is critiquing the idea of belonging, that 
peoples can be influenced by conformity and makes a negative sense of belonging. In the opening 
scene, the town’s similar sized, shape and colour of the houses indicates that in this place the only 
way to belong is to conform. Thus having material goods and images can bring people together. 
The use of mis en scene by Burton shows houses with no fences, indicating that the influences of 
belonging ca also come from those around us, and our internal fear of being isolated. Our own 
anxiety plays a part in influencing belonging, and in this view shows man diminishing part of the 
human condition. 
 
Alternate Point 
 
People’s actions towards one another can build friendships, love and even hatred.  Thus the ability 
to impact emotions and relationships extends to the realm of acceptance and can influence the 
notion of belonging in a community, group or two people. In Romulus My father, Gaita recalls the 
many gestures his father acted to ensured that there belonging to one another was true and strong. 
‘he denied himself so that I would have more’ from the day of Raimond’s birth his father always 
acted in ways which oriented his child’s needs first, showing a love for his child, and the extent to 
what Romulus would go to, for the wellbeing of his child shows the strength of belonging between a 
father-child relationship and was influenced by such gestures as this. ‘His – need- for me to grow up 
decently’ this identifies that his father had a ‘need’ for him, an insight into how their relationship is 
not just one of providing for ones child, but also the imperative as a father to shape his child’s 
character. By influencing a person’s character, you are ultimately impacting their identity, which links 
a person to where and what they belong to, showing the extent of Romulus’s actions to influence 
belonging. 
 
In a similar way, Burton shows another example of a father-son relationship in belonging. The way 
the Inventor doesn’t just create and provide basic necessities for Edward, but helps to shape 
Edward’s character, just as Romulus did for Raimond. ‘Go ahead, it’s funny, Laugh’ showing how 
the inventor helped Edward understand human emotion, and an influence Edwards construction of 
character, is indicative of actions shaping a sense of belonging. 
 
People form their identity and character during their growth years as a young adult, and these 
places where we grow up are incorporated as a part of our identity. Thus the idea of place has an 
impact on how and where people belong. Romulus, in Romulus My Father grew up in Markovac, 
Yugoslavia. He was born and raised here, and ‘always considered himself a Romanian’. The 
hyperbole shows the power of belonging which came from a national identity, and cultural belonging  



 

 

to a ‘place’. Though Romania it’s self was many kilometres away, the language and culture which 
associated a national identity to the country shows the way that belonging to a place can 
transcended physical barriers. This is felt by many immigrants till today in the fact that to them the 
idea of ‘home’ is overseas where they came from, and is entwined into their psyche. In a similar 
way, the narrator in Tim Winton’s, Big World shows how a person’s birth place and beginning of 
existence marks a place of belonging and attachment. When driving through the city of Perth, it is 
emphasized that the two protagonists have contrasting views towards the City. Biggies felt 
uncomfortable here, ‘Cities confound him, he couldn’t see the point of them... He’s revolted and a 
little frightened’. The accumulation of negative language shows that Biggie has a disconnection, and 
prejudice towards the city and is contrast to what the narrator says. ‘Me, I love the city, I’m originally 
from here.’ The short and precise sentence structure ensures the reader identifies the natural state 
of belonging which the narrator feels. Also the language of ‘from here’, identifies that in contrast to 
where Angelus where Biggie lives, personal experienced influence a person’s sense of belonging. 
Just as Romulus has a cultural link to where he grew up as a child in Romania and will ‘always 
consider himself Romanian’, is similar to the way that the Narrator feels towards the city as that is 
his birth place thus forming a sense of belonging with it. 
 
People’s identity is a construction of everything which consummates an individual, and part of this is 
where a person comes from, or has relations with. People who have similar identities are able to 
form links in that they have commonalties, and a common ground between them, by forming these 
links it leads to acceptance and ultimately a sense of belonging. The relationship of Romulus and 
Hora in Romulus My Father is evidence of this. ‘[Romulus] asked the man who greeted new arrivals 
is there any other Romanians here?’  
 
"there is always a conflict between the individual's desire to belong and his/her duty to themselves" 
 
To what extent is this true of the texts you have studied in area of study: belonging? 
 
Identity Vs conformity = Romulus seeking out Romanians, helps him keep a sense of cultural 
belonging, and a part of his duty was to be strong in his roots. This stopped Romulus for conforming 
to a society, and keeping his values. Edward Scissorhands, people lose their identity and shows 
that conformity had corrupted any duty to thy self. 
 
Home land vs new land – Romulus had always felt a sense of belonging for where he lived in 
Romania and the strong sense of belonging of which he felt. But his duty was now to protect his 
child  
 
He longed for the soft European foliage – Always considered himself Romanian > Hyperbole 
showed that his duty and honour still resided in his main land, and so too did that of Hora. Finding 
someone with the same passion as you, can overcome the confliction of trying to upholding your 
honour, and at the same time trying to create a sense of belonging. 
 
Adversity – Belonging can come as a result of their duty. To protect his child in the face of adversity 
Romulus protects, and creates an even stronger bond with his child. Adversity can bring out a 
situation where Ones duty, and desire to belong can work in cohesive action. Biggies morals and 
ethics saw that apart of duty to withstand injustice in his eyes was to take action. He had a form of 
acceptance for the narrator, that knew that he needed assistance. Creating a relationship of 
understanding of another person’s situation he took action. He knew that his actions would create a 
sort of acceptance of behalf of the narrator, and in gratitude felt ‘joined’. Thus duty to himself, and 
sense of belonging were part of a single action, and created a friendship which drew both to each 
other. 
 


