
 

 
Good morning Mrs Duncan and fellow classmates. Today I will be talking about my related text 
which is a poem called "Island" and its connections with "Away". What is a journey? Journey is a 
path taken to lead somewhere physically, emotionally or imaginatively. "Island" is an inner journey 
written by Michael Dransfield where he depicted the aspects of a journey through metaphor, 
imagery and repetition in the text. Similarly, "Away" is both a physical and inner journey where the 
author, Michael Gow, utilised metaphor, character development and dialogue to present the two 
types of journeys. Both texts comprise similar themes, relationship with nature and deception. In my 
speech I will be focusing on the connections between the two inner journeys.   
  
The first fourteen lines of the poem is a pre-journey as the persona paints a description of his 
environment and how he exists in his current state. Yet there is no mention of a catalyst in this 
journey. His state of mind is strengthened by the theme of relationship with nature as he refers to 
the beautiful landscape of the beach. The title Island conveys a metaphorical sense of isolation and 
loneliness. The imagery of the beach depicted in the poem expresses the tranquillity of the 
persona's mind and the fact that he is trying to maintain a sense of peace in order to escape from 
the negativities of the reality. This explains his purpose of journey and foreshadows the course of 
the journey.  
  
The course of the journey of "Island" begins at line fifteen. The persona's state of mind has changed 
from harmony to sudden tension as he alters the natural landscape to a man-made world. "grey 
canvas wraps their purposes. And will follow the coast to a city." This pictures the busy world and 
delivers a sense of cruelty. The persona rejects these things, "there is no real thing." and this line is 
repeated twice to reinforce the idea. It shows the obstacles during the journey and how the persona 
reacts to it.  
 
Deception is the result in the end of the persona's inner journey. The powerful final image "the face 
of the mirror empties" is a metaphor for the loss of self-identity that the persona has finally achieved 
to disguise him and escape from reality and that’s the result he wants.   
 
Relationship with nature is also evident in "Away," where Gow invests nature with a quality of 
healing just as in the "Island". In Act four Scene one, the dialogue between Gwen and Vic reveals 
the paranoia of Gwen as well as the reluctance to have a walk on the beach to get in touch with the 
nature. After their walk Gwen changed into a calm tone and invites Jim, "Let’s walk. Down to the 
water." This suggests that the nature has healed her as her state of mind has changed to peace 
which is the result of her inner journey.   
 
Many examples of self-deception have been practised in Away particularly in Act 2. From the 
dialogue amongst Tom's family it appears that they cannot face the sad truth of Tom’s upcoming 
death hence they deceive themselves by not facing the facts. This deception is just like the persona 
in Island who is trying to deceive himself by taking drugs and escaping from the reality.  
 
We can see that the two texts are strongly connected by their themes, types of journey and 
character development. The characters achieved reconciliation and a preferable resolution to 
overcome their inner conflicts at the end. This shows a completion of their journeys. Though the 
outcomes may not be perfect, they have at least enhanced their inner conflicts. Thank you.  
 


