
 
‘A deeper understanding of disruption and identity emerges from considering the parallels 
between Frankenstein and Blade Runner.’ 
 

 
Thesis: Through the parallels of Frank and BR, a deeper understanding of disruption and identity 
emerges as, although produced nearly 200 years apart, these texts each provide an understanding 
of disruption and identity. Thus, these parallels combine through a comparative study to produce a 
deeper understanding of disruption and identity. Exuberant  
 
Ideas: 
 

• How science is dangerous and disrupts man’s connection with nature and decays our 
humanity. As this portrayed in each, such parallels provide a deeper understanding of 
disruption.  
 

• How each text portrays the definition of humanity. 
 
Frank: 
 

• Monster possesses key human characteristics which constitute one’s humanity and soul. 
Conversely, Victor expresses bad human traits and thus the monster, although presented with 
an abhorred appearance actually is more humane than Victor with the physical distortion of the 
monster acting as a barrier which isolates him with any connection, but he’s actually more 
human than Victor.  

 
BR:  
 

• Replicants all possess more human characteristics than humans, corresponding to Tyrell’s 
wish of; ‘more human than human’. The physical similarities between man and replicant make 
them appear virtually the same, but  

 
 
Importance of Humanity Paragraph:  
 
Identity is essentially defined as what you are, also known as your humanity. Both Shelley and Scott 
portray their value of the importance of humanity, and it is this parallel which, through a comparative 
study, evokes a deeper understanding of identity. 
 
Shelley’s expression of the importance of humanity is derived upon her Romantic background, 
which made her a firm believer in the importance of nature toward one’s humanity. Thus, when the 
Industrial Revolution spurred global urbanisation, fear was sparked within Shelley as she thought 
man would lose their humanity, causing her to evoke the definition of humanity, reminding the world 
of its importance.  
 
Through the juxtaposition of Victor and the monster, Shelley expresses the importance, and 
definition of humanity. The monster is excluded from the world as owing to his physical appearance 
as he is described repeatedly through the words with negative connotations; ‘wretched’ and 
‘abhorred’. However, Shelley evokes his purity and human-like character as; ‘eyes with 
thankfulness’, where the eyes symbolise the soul, a religious allusion to humanity, and thus the 
presence of such a human quality in ‘thankfulness’ indicates his humanity. Also, through the 
monster’s first-person narration, we witness how he longs to belong to humans. Contrastingly, Victor 
is presented as a monstrous, evil character as described through the simile; ‘shunned my fellow  
  



creatures as if guilty of a crime’. This simile expresses such monstrosity as he ‘shunned’ his friends, 
indicating the absence of love and kindness, and resultantly, humanity within him. This absent 
humanity, ironically, leads Victor to describing himself with the same words with negative 
connotations; ‘wretched’ and ‘abhorred’, as those the monster described himself with initially, and 
thus Shelley reverses the situation. Shelley ironically portrays the human with a monstrous 
character and the monster with a human-like character, evoking her belief that that identity is based 
upon the human qualities inherent within a person, not the outwardly appearance.  
 
Scott adds to Shelley’s understanding of identity, granting one a deeper apprehension of identity. 
Scott lived in the ‘greed decade’, where Reaganism and Thatcherism indicated the world’s lack of 
kindness and love, constituents of identity. Simultaneously, the world is rapidly growing where large 
corporations such as; Microsoft and Apple, possess god-like status through their globalisation. This 
grants them considerable control over a society that obsesses over their products, causing Scott to 
express the importance and definition of humanity to remind the world that an identity is defined by 
inner character rather than possessions and physical appearance.  
 
Scott cleverly portrays the humans and replicants as indistinguishable by appearance, as illustrated 
by the detective’s baffled facial expressions, witnessed through the zoom-in of the camera, to 
Deckard’s question; ‘and if the machine doesn’t work?’. In doing so, he enhances the importance of 
humanity as he juxtaposes the spiritually ‘lifeless’ Deckard, to Roy. Through the soft, changing 
background music which brings the photographs, a recurring motif of his lost identity and past, to life, 
Scott communicates Deckard’s lack of identity. The effects of this is evoked through the long, 
panning camera shot, as Deckard’s loveless nature is expressed as he is completely alone in his 
large apartment, turning to alcohol, a symbol of the pain he’s trying to extinguish. His monotonic 
speech and expression throughout the majority of the film accentuates his lack of identity. 
Contrastingly, Roy’s humanity is highlighted through the religious allusions to him being; ‘the 
prodigal son’, expressing his similarity to Jesus who was, through biblical allusion, the perfect 
human. This humanity is enhanced by his releasing of a dove, a symbol of inner purity. Thus, 
through contrasting the joyfully intense Roy to the hopeless and helpless Deckard, Scott evokes the 
importance of humanity in one’s life.  
 
 
Humanity:  
 
1. Frankenstein:  
 

• Scientific Revolution causes everyone to go obsessed, losing humanity as science consumed 
their minds. This loss of humanity and identity made Shelley evoke how it is based on the 
expression of human qualities, not social status or possessions.  

 

• The monster is presented as horrible physical appearance, but has a strong human-like inner 
character. The human is presented as normal physical appearance but has a monstrous inner 
character. Thus, Victor’s describing of himself with the same words with neg. connotations as 
that the monster initially used, communicates how identity= inner quals.  

 
2. Blade Runner:  
 

• Greed decade, Reaganism, Thatcherism, all show lack of identity and humanity causing Scott 
to remind the world of its importance. The globalisation of corporations= god-like, people are 
obsessed with their products, thus, Scott evokes identity as defined by inner quals. Not 
possessions. 

 

• Scott adds to Shelley’s portrayal of humanity’s importance by evoking the Humans and reps 
are physically indistinguishable, allowing Scott to emphasize their different lifestyles as owing 
to inner character. Deckard is lifeless and lonely (long, pan shot) and turns to alcohol to  

  



extinguish his misery even though he is of high status (high up in buildings). Roy is presented 
through rel and bib allusion as being like Jesus; ‘perfect human’, and thus has a strong 
humanity. Roy is loving and compassionate and emotional, shown by zoom-in camera to him 
kissing and crying over ‘retired’ Pris. Thus, as Deckard is unhappy and Roy is, Scott highlights 
how happiness= identity, not possessions or stature in society.   

 
 
Identity is defined as what you are, and in humans, is described by our humanity. Both Scott and 
Shelley evoke the importance of nature and its vitality toward one’s identity. Thus, through this 
parallel between the texts and a comparative study, a deeper understanding of identity and its 
relationship with nature is obtained.  
 
Shelley was of a Romantic background, making her a firm believer in the importance of nature on 
humanity as these artists described nature as a provider of emotional and spiritual renewal. 
However, when the Industrial Revolution spurred worldwide urbanisation, Shelley feared in man’s 
disconnection with nature and the eventual decay of man’s humanity, and thus expressed nature’s 
essentiality through her novel.  
 
The idea that one whom harmonises with nature experiences a replenished humanity is evoked by 
Shelley. Through Victor, harmonisation with nature caused the; ‘weight on my spirit to be lightened’, 
where the ‘spirit’ is a religious allusion symbolising one’s humanity, and the removal of an 
impairment on such is symbolised by a ‘weight’, thus illustrating the importance of nature on one’s 
humanity and identity. Similarly, the monster experiences replenishment as it caused him to; ‘raise 
eyes with thankfulness’. Here, the eyes are a symbol of the soul and humanity, and thus, the 
presence of the human quality of ‘thankfulness’ indicates his human-like character. This hyperbole 
in that an unnatural being can connect with nature emphasizes its power and importance on identity, 
enhancing our understanding of identity.  
 
Scott lived in a time when the globalised corporations took control of nature, putting their 
requirements above the corresponding effects on nature. This caused; pollution and photochemical 
smog to plague the skies of cities, and the destruction of nature caused the imbalance of 
ecosystems and the endangerment of wildlife. This destruction caused Scott to evoke the potential 
consequences of nature’s decay, as he deemed it highly necessary in the identity of mankind.  
 
 


