ENGLISH: ENCOUNTERING CONFLICT

‘Not all conflict is destructive’

My persuasive piece of writing is a speech presenting my own opinion to the prompt, ‘Not all
conflict is destructive’. | am going to argue the idea that ‘conflict is constructive’ in my own speech.
Firstly, | am discussing that conflict lead to better understandings and therefore it will be beneficial
for the future. My second argument is about highly destructive conflict that finally brings freedom
and throws the miracles away. Finally | am intending to talk about how conflict brings the necessary
people together. The resources | am going to use are ‘Looking for Alibrandi’, ‘Montana1948’,
‘Marrying Ameera’ and ’14 year old mother’. | am using various persuasive techniques and the piece
will be written in first person. My intended audience is the public that never see positive side of
conflict. The purpose of my writing is to force the audience to agree that ‘Conflict does not only
result in consequences’.

Speech
Ladies and Gentlemen,
‘The harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph’ Thomas Paine once said.

Before | begin, could you describe the word, ‘CONFLICT’? | am sure many of you come up with
thoughts such as anger, mistrust, frustration, hostility, sadness and so on. Now think about an event
when you ever experienced a conflict in your life. Then remind the results of those conflicts or the
end of them. Do you all come up with negative feelings? Or do you feel happy or victory? If you feel
positive, can you believe that you were encountering a suffering to achieve that feeling? Today | am
here to prove to you that conflict is not entirely destructive.

Ladies and gentlemen, the result of conflict is unpredictable and most of the time, that struggle
could benefit you in the future by giving knowledge. Have you ever realized that you understand lots
of things through the torment? In ‘Looking for Alibrandi’, Jossie experiences a year-full of hated,
anger, sadness, misunderstandings and so on. She struggles to fit into both Italian and Australian
community while she searching for her identity in her stressful graduating year. She even sees the
death of her desired person and meets her father for the first time after she was born. But by the
end, she tells her mother that, ‘Il am growing up Mama. | am finally seeing the light’. This is because
she understands the aspects of life and sees her own identity. Through this, she becomes a mature
adult which is beneficial for her. Moreover, twelve year old David Haydon in Montana 1948 becomes
naive to knowledge through a highly destructive conflict. That conflict forces him to grow up quickly
by making him understand the aspects of adult world. Through the illegal behavior of his uncle and
grandparents, he learns that adults do not always do the right thing. The effects of the conflict that
impact on David’s parents lead David to realize that doing right does not always result in good. As
he says by the end, ‘two people who only wanted to do right thing are now dispossessed’. Although
he loses his childhood, what he observed through the conflict worth to his life because he became a
mature person. Can you predict this sort of advantages when you are encountering conflict? You all
should have leant something from the strugglings you ever experience in your life.

Has anyone in the audience ever won freedom after a great suffering? That is another evidence to
show that great conflict can construct what you want. It does not only bring what you wanted, it also
destroys what you did not want or the cause of conflict. Ameera Hassan, the narrator of Rosanne
Hawke’s novel, ‘Marrying Ameera’ gets forced to marry an undesired person from her honorable
father. She goes through a harsh experience and she even loses her own identity because of her
father’'s greediness of honor. The proposed husband is twice of age as Ameera and this is his
second marriage. Apart from that, Ameera loses her freedom, her mother, and her brother and most
importantly, she loses her desired person during this battle. Although her proposed husband
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admired as a better person, he sexually assaults and abuses women. However by the end, she gets
what she wanted through a great battle; her mother, brother, love, freedom, education and so on.
The battle does not only bring freedom to Ameera, it also punishes Ameera’s father who created the
conflict by dishonoring him. Then, the conflict separates Ameera and her father which makes
Ameera totally free. If conflict was not there, Ameera still must be trapped by her father’s rules. Her
father would not like Ameera’s desired lover and therefore Ameera would not get what she wanted.
It is a victory when you gain what you wanted while defeating the evil. Therefore we should agree
that there are good triumphs over suffering.

Conflict may bring necessary ones together without their knowledge. Are you living peacefully with
your loved ones such as your family? Have you ever realized how that peace is formed? Well, the
root of that peace should be some kind of conflict. This is shown by Miki's family in the drama based
on a real story, ‘14 year old mother’. Although 14 year old Miki arouses highly destructive conflict by
her pregnancy at the young age, she ends up bringing her family together. Miki’s parents care about
earning money rather than the wellbeing of their children at the beginning. The family never stays
together because parents are busy at work and is not a peaceful family. But after realizing the
pregnancy of Miki, the parents feel more responsible of their children and understand that they must
care about their children much more. The mother even quits work to look after her children and the
granddaughter after all. The family becomes a peaceful family with a new member by the end. Thus
conflict is slightly beneficial.

Ladies and Gentlemen, after all that talk about conflict, | would just like to state for the very last time
that the conflict never be all destructive and it does give some kind of positive effects as well. Thus
never say that conflict is all blameful.

Thanks for listening.
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