ENGLISH: ENCOUNTERING CONFLICT

Although conflict may be caused by a single spark, its effects may be widespread

In order for a fire to catch alight, a single spark is not enough. There must be a bed of dry sticks and
twigs, ready to catch alight, or the spark will simply fade away in the wind. Similar to the fire, conflict
may be ignited by a single event, yet it takes a variety of previous disagreements, misconceived
beliefs, and prejudices in order for the conflict to develop from there. Like a fire, conflict’s problems
can spread far and wide, rapidly spiralling out of control, and resulting in death, and wars. A single
person may be at fault for the deaths of millions.

| chose to write a creative story about the radiation poisoning that occurred as a result of the atomic
bomb which was dropped on Japan in 1945 and ultimately ended Japans part in the war. Millions of
people were killed in the initial blast, yet the effects, lingered for decades, as the radiation resulted
in disfigurations, and cancerous growths in unborn children, and descendants of those involved. My
story was told through the words of a young girl, who was born disfigured as a result of radiation
during her mother’s pregnancy. Constantly ridiculed and disrespected, her life is miserable and
unfair. This demonstrates how one event can have devastating consequences for decades.
Although the women in Paradise Road may have left the camps with no physical injuries, their
emotional scars would damage them for their rest of their lives, and their memories of the camp
would haunt their dreams. Women who had been raped, or who “volunteered” as comfort women for
the Japanese such as Bett, may have felt ugly and inhuman for what they had done, despite the
pressure on them to survive, and the choices they were forced to make. This relates to a central
motif in Paradise Road, of sacrifice, and choices made in the absence of hope.

The creative narrative “emptiness” | decided would be written by an unknown survivor of the
prisoner of war camps in Sumatra, to emphasize the widespread and unanimous pain of all
involved. | attempted to create images of a barren and poisoned landscape, to evoke images in the
readers mind of emptiness, and lack of life, before revealing that the place described was in fact a
person’s empty heart. The trauma experienced in the prisoner of war camps poisoned the woman’s
heart and mind, and invaded her body like a cancerous growth, and was not so easily repaired. Like
cancer or disease, conflict can create a sickness of another sorts; scars on the soul.

For my third short story, | chose to write and epilogue to the film Paradise Road, to truly emphasize
the widespread effects of conflict on the women in the prisoner of war camps in World War 2.
Adrienne’s monologue describes the pain and suffering felt by the women as they watched each
other die, and the permanent scars that will exist in the minds of all the women who managed to
survive. Their lives will be forever changed for the worse.

For the audience of VCE students studying encountering conflict, or those who have seen the film
Paradise Road with an interest in World War 2, | intended to highlight the widespread and lasting
effects of conflict, and emphasize how easily a conflict situation can develop if prejudice and prior
misperceptions are allowed to exist unchecked.
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