ENCOUNTERING CONFLICT: PARADISE ROAD

Our Paradise Road*

Despite the mud and rocks and stones
And buzzing insects and flies

We find peace here

For this is our paradise road

Shadows of death surround us
And sadness engulfs our hearts
But we have no fear

For this is our paradise road

Despite the sun blazing down upon us
And the heat parching our throats

We shall not go thirsty

For this is our paradise road

Despite the absence of food

And the forgotten taste of happiness
We shall not go hungry

For this is our paradise road

Our voices ring out in the night sky
And you will not destroy our spirit
Nor wear us down

For this is our paradise road

You may pull the wings of all the butterflies
And blacken the wings of white doves

But we remain untouched

For all eternity

For this is our paradise road

*Inspired by Adrienne’s final prayer to Margaret, of the lord is my shepherd.
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