
 
Memories 
 

 
Memories form an integral element in Margaret Atwood’s 1980’s novel, ‘Cat’s Eye’. The former 
intends to obliterate the fragile and chauvinistic workings of everyday life through the discoveries of 
the protagonist Elaine. The author uses stars as sense of hope and old light in the novel, reflective 
of life which is determined by Elaine’s childhood experiences. Paintings are used as a means of 
therapy for Elaine’s past memories, which allow her to come to a realization and acceptance of her 
past. Atwood examines the impacts of childhood, leaving a fragile and instable Elaine, reflective of 
the bridge over the ravine. 
  
Atwood uses stars as a mechanism through which to depict lost memories and hope in the novel. 
Stars are the representation of ‘old life’ and the ever presence of memories specifically because of 
their ‘white colour’. They represent Elaine’s hurt, near death experience in the white snow.  Stars 
are also a representation of hope in the novel, similar to Elaine’s Sunday school teacher smiling and 
‘hopes (Elaine) will come back every week. ’Elaine often feels comfort and peace when ‘looking at 
the stars at night-time’ stars which are ‘not cold, and white like alcohol and enamel’ stars which ‘look 
watchful’ represent the happier memories present in Elaine’s life. Being a victim of Cordelia’s 
bullying, Elaine ‘does not stay up at night to watch the stars’ when she faces the bitter moments. 
Later she believes ‘stars are moving farther and farther away from one another all the time,’ a 
representation of her sour relationship with the girls and Cordelia and the beginning of Elaine’s 
detachment from females.   
  
Memory is preserved throughout the novel, which occur throughout Elaine’s life, ‘Cordelia’s nine 
year old voice,’ stars and the Barbara Ann Scott’s doll. Elaine is hounded by her memories forever. 
Atwood uses the Barbara Ann Scott’s doll which causes Elaine to become the effigy which the doll 
represents. Cordelia’s bullying and manipulation affects Elaine’s future memories as he forms a 
negative association with females in the novel. Seeing Susie as ‘a women shut inside a tower.’ It is 
apparent that Elaine’s hate for Susie, like her hate for females in general- is through the association 
she continuously makes with Cordelia and women. Elaine becomes ‘envious of (Susie)’ when she 
finally makes the dissociation of the visual in Cordelia and Susie - their ‘blonde hair’. 
 
Atwood uses ‘Susie’s pink nightgown’ as an emblem of innocence and visual saturation which 
demonstrates Elaine’s stigmatized state and her inability to see people for themselves.  
 


