ENGLISH: A CHRISTMAS CAROL

‘Tiny Tim is at the centre of A Christmas Carol.” Do you agree?

“At parting, Scrooge had his eye upon [the Cratchit family], and especially on Tiny Tim, until the
last.” From the very beginning of A Christmas Carol, Charles Dickens spends almost the entire
novella describing the dramatic journey that main character Ebenezer Scrooge undergoes to
transform from miserly misanthropist to personable philanthropist. Central to this transformation is
the character of Tiny Tim, an innocent little boy who touches the “cold” heart of Scrooge. Yet,
although Tiny Tim is a great motivator for Scrooge to change, it is the Spirits of Christmas and
Jacob Marley that have the greatest impact upon Scrooge. Furthermore, A Christmas Carol is
ultimately about Scrooge and his transformation, as they are the greatest tools for which Dickens to
convey his message for a world of greater generosity and love.

Tiny Tim, although a very young little boy, holds a great impact upon Scrooge’s character. In the
very first scene in which Tiny Tim is introduced to his audience, it is made very clear that Tim is very
ill, for he has a “little crutch”, and needed an “iron frame” to “support his limbs”. This description is
very evocative, and invokes not only in the reader feelings of sympathy for the boy, but also in
Scrooge, for Scrooge is as much a spectator to these scenes as is the audience. In addition to
being touched by Tiny Tim’s predicament, Scrooge is also moved by Tim’s enormous generosity
and general optimism, despite his situation. The foretelling of Tiny Tim’s death by the Ghost of
Christmas Present upsets Scrooge greatly, and even causes Scrooge to uncharacteristically plead
with the Spirit, to which the Spirit replies with Scrooge’s earlier contemptuous words that if Tiny Tim
is to die, “he had better do it and reduce the Surplus population”. These words cause Scrooge to
“hang his head in shame” — Tiny Tim has directly caused Scrooge to regret his earlier attitude, an
attitude which is representative of Scrooge’s wealthy middle-class audience, and an attitude which
Dickens is trying to alter. However, Tiny Tim's death also affects Scrooge for a second reason, for
Scrooge comes to realise that Tiny Tim’s fate lies directly in his hands; Tiny Tim represents the
direct consequences of Scrooge’s decisions and actions. This is made clear to Scrooge through
different ways. Firstly, Scrooge is called the “Ogre” of the Cratchit family, a “solitary” miser who does
not supply Bob Cratchit with little means to provide for his family, despite that Bob works hard every
day of the year, save for Christmas Day, for which he is begrudgingly allowed take leave. Secondly,
Dickens makes it very explicit that Tiny Time “does NOT die” in the last stave — and to whom
Scrooge becomes a “second father” — thereby making it obvious that Tiny Tim has only survived
because Scrooge has “altered” the future, an act which causes Scrooge to be “filled with joy” to the
extent where “his own heart laughed”. Therefore, although only introduced in the second half of the
story, Tiny Tim’s presence is felt very strongly, and the even the last words in the novella are from
little Tim Cratchit.

Furthermore, Tiny Tim’s influence extends beyond the pages of the novel, and his character reflects
the many innocent young children that littered the streets of Dickens’ time; Tiny Tim puts a face to
the thousands of faceless, ignored poor children. It is these unfortunate children that are simply
regarded as the “surplus population”, and are refused to be helped by people like Scrooge, for
during those times, the general consensus was that the poor were at fault for being poor, and were
undeserving of help. However, Dickens wanted to change this attitude, for he once was a member
of those poor and faceless children, and so Tiny Tim is actually only one of the disadvantaged and
poverty-stricken children that were featured in many of Dickens’ novels — examples that would
include Oliver in Oliver Twist and Little Nell in The Old Curiosity Shop. The most striking similarity
between all of these children, however, is that these children are all perfectly innocent and
completely undeserving of their fate of suffering. Tiny Tim’s own innocence is highlighted by the
characters of Ignorance and Want — “yellow, meagre ragged, scowling and wolfish” children, and
Scrooge is warned against them by the Ghost of Christmas Present, even saying that “Doom is
written upon the brow of [Ignorance]”. Tiny Tim’s goodness is further emphasised by his guiltless
death, which can be seen as one that is becomes somewhat sacrificial, so that Scrooge may realise
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his wrongs and seek redemption; Tiny Tim serves as a vehicle that bring Scrooge back into the
present world with a new purpose to be fulfilled.

However, at the centre of the A Christmas Carol is Dickens’ message to his audience, who, as
stated before, is the penny-pinching middle-class of England during Dickens’ time. This is because
A Christmas Carol is not simply a gothic ghost story to entertain Christmas crowds- it was also a
political critique of 19" century English society, and his message is seen through Scrooge’s
transformation and also reflected in his other minor characters. For although an overstated
character, Scrooge is nonetheless a caricature of Dickens’ audience and an embodiment of their
attitude, and his redemption resonates most strongly with Dickens’ message: that one should
embrace the Christmas spirit and go “forth in life” with “fellow-men”. Central to this message is
actually Scrooge’s transformation itself, and Tiny Tim only comprises of one reason as to why
Scrooge should change- Tiny Tim also only represents an aspect of this Christmas Spirit described
in the story — he would represent innocence, good-will, and the ability to love all — and he is
ultimately merely a minor character in A Christmas Carol. For many of the other characters also
exert a great influence on Scrooge, especially the Ghosts of Christmas and Jacob Marley. It is
Jacob Marley who takes it upon himself to “intervene” by sending the Ghosts — “messengers” — to
Scrooge in the hope that he would be able to “sponge away the writing on the stone”, because
Scrooge, if he sticks to his current path, would face “doom” after his death. Marley therefore also
serves as a warning to his former partner. The Spirits of Christmas all play important roles as well —
the Ghost of Christmas Past rekindles Scrooge’s memories of a childhood and youth full of vigour
and imagination, the Ghost of Christmas Present causes Scrooge to regret his actions, and the
Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come seeks to further frighten Scrooge into committing a change in
lifestyle. Therefore, in that Dickens’ message lies at the heart of A Christmas Carol, with Scrooge’s
transformation being central to that, Tiny Tim serves merely as a contributing factor to Scrooge’s
commitment to change, but does, as stated before, hold a great influence over Scrooge.

“His own heart laughed, and that was quite enough for him.” At the end of A Christmas Carol it is
clear that Scrooge has redeemed himself, and is now excited to spread some joy and generosity
into a selfish world, a salvation and ending which Charles Dickens would have his audience also
strive to achieve. This message is the crux of the novella, and is conveyed mostly this
transformation of Scrooge’s, and central to this transformation is the character of Tiny Tim, whose
kindly nature captivates the heart of the normally “unfeeling” Scrooge. However, Tiny Tim is only
minor character, and Scrooge’s ultimate decision to alter his life is influenced by other factors as
well. Nonetheless, it would seem that Charles Dickens would have the legacy of Tiny Tim live on
beyond the pages of the book, and A Christmas Carol ends with a resounding “God Bless Us, Every
One!”.
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