ENGLISH: STAS/ILAND

Essay #1 — Introduction: Anna Funder, collection of personal stories, ‘Stasiland’. Largely
explored factor: if those accounting their experiences are emancipated from, or confined by
their past.

. Throughout Stasiland, Funder creates a motif of question asking, where she constantly
guestions whether it is healthier to remember or forget.

. Through Funder’s subjective perspective, readers are given insight into different aspects of
personal anecdotes of victims of an authoritarian totalitarian regime in the former German
Democratic Republic, and those who worked for them, the Stasi.

. Through characters like Klaus who want to forget; Herr Koch who refuse to forget; and Frau
Paul who can’t forget.

. The narrative function of these characters is to allow Funder to provide a window for readers to
understand how different characters are affected differently post explaining their stories; some
freed from, and some trapped in their past.

. Main contention: that Stasiland provides examples to support characters being both freed and
fettered after telling their stories, and that evidence points to no clear cut answer to Funder’s
guestion.

. “There are no people who are whole...the main thing is how one deals with them”

Body Paragraph One: KLAUS: In contrast to most other characters within ‘Stasiland’, Klaus’
equanimity equips him with the ability to move on from his the negative life experiences
living in the former German Democratic Republic.

. Funder needs to “see a survivor’, so she goes to see Klaus — gives insight into Funder’s
thoughts and opinions of Klaus. She believes he has survived his past and has been able to
continue a fully functional life.

. ‘Klaus Renft is the bad boy of East German rock’n’roll” — gives background/context to
character.

. Klaus Renft Combo’s suggestive lyrics that “that have absolutely nothing to do with our
socialist reality” ignite trouble with regime.

e  “Klaus is the only person | know who gets such distinct pleasure from the story-telling in their
life” — he is at ease with explaining what happened to him, unlike other characters that are
often hesitant and find it difficult to explain what happened. This attributed to the fact that he is
content with what he has lived through, and has moved on from it.

. He’'s at ease and isn’'t fazed by what happened to him as much as other characters — he
laughs at the ridiculous notes the Stasi’'s written in his file and is light-hearted.

e  “Someone else might have found this...reason to dwell on this part of their life” — he obviously
doesn’t dwell on it.

° “‘He has a gift for taking things easy...he seems incapable of regret and anger evaporates off
him like sweat”
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. He doesn’t think he needs to worry about his past and doesn’t seek any compensation. He
believes the “Stasi people have been punished...if they’ve got any conscious at all”.

. “you can't let it eat you up”

° He “didn’t let them get to [him]” and “this is what stops him being bound to the past and
carrying it around like a wound”

Body Paragraph Two: Herr Koch: Unlike many characters Hagen Koch is an example of a
former Stasi officer who refuses to forget his story and is living in the past.

. Hagen Koch is one of the most extreme examples of a character who absolutely refuses
forgetting his past experiences, particularly The Wall.

. His deep involvement in critical aspects of the regime has almost made it impossible from him
to unlatch from that time, and the stories that come with it. E.g. being “the poster boy of the
new regime” and “drawing the line” across the border, alongside with the “two Erich’s”: Mielke
and Honecker.

. Funder describes the Wall as being Herr Koch’s “life obsession”.

e  With what Funder describes as a “Wall archive”, Hagen Koch has “mementos of the regime”
hung all around his house. This proves the dominance the regime still has in his life.

. “The GDR was like a religion, it was something [he] was brought up to believe in”. This being
the case, something so meticulously instilled in Herr Koch at such a young age is difficult to
give up once only the physical barrier between the east and west, The Wall, is torn down.

. His collection of things from his previous life in his “explanatory box” proves his negation for
forgetting. By keeping physical proof of his past, it becomes easier for Herr Koch to latch onto
his story, practically being chained to it.

. Readers are able to withess another extreme obsessed and persistent side to Herr Koch, as
he demands the Plate he took from his office on his last day at the Stasi HQ, to stay with him.
He displays it in his home, happy to explain his story of it to anyone who asks.

. Later in the text, Funder coincidently sees Herr Koch at a new museum built to represent the
Wall.

° He is giving a “tour of the forgotten city”, perhaps because to him it is not forgotten and is alive
within him.

. Again, he working in an environment where he is constantly reminded of past events is a
strategy to make it impossible for him to have moved on from it.

. “The Wall is the thing that defined him, and he will not let it go”

e  “Herr Koch is a lone crusader against forgetting”
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Body Paragraph Three: FRAU PAUL: Frau Paul’s unfortunate record of events illustrates the
enormous suffering the Wall imposed on ordinary people. She is primary example of a victim
being unable to forget what happened to her, consequently being trapped in the past.

° Funder describes Frau Paul as a “mournful Magdalene...already holding a pressed
handkerchief’ translating to her emotional instability caused by her incapability of moving on
from the negative circumstances she lived through in the GDR.

. Frau Paul’'s most prominent struggle in ‘Stasiland’ was her separation from her critically ill son
at birth.

. The constant mentioning of Frau Paul’'s “weeping” and “crying” suggests she is still living in the
past.

. Getting over what she lived through is unfathomable to her.
° In attempt to be united with her ill son who was now on the other side of the Wall

o Despite Germany being reunified, “the picture she has of herself is the one that the Stasi made
for her”, suggesting her living under the effects of the former GDR.

. “Frau Paul...will also not let it go
. “She seems to have...very little distance from what happened to her. Things remain close, and
hard”
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