
Context:  “Conflict is necessary for change to take place” 
 

Good afternoon Year 12s’, I’ve been invited here today to speak to you girls about 
encountering conflict and the importance of conflict for change to take place. Now 
at this point, some of you may question my sanity because honestly, how is conflict 
important? Isn’t the world better off without conflict so we can all make peace in 
unity? Well to put it bluntly, no. In actual fact, conflict yields more positive outcomes 
than you can imagine, however because of the overwhelming negative effects both 
on the physical and emotional level of people who have undergone such extreme 
forms of conflict, the progressive changes that come with the package are often 
underestimated and minimised. So now let’s discuss the role of conflict as a source 
of change in our lives, shall we? I hope you’ve all seen the film ‘Paradise Road’ as I 
will be making quite a few references to it during today’s presentation. 

 
Firstly, on an individual level, inner personal conflict develops our appreciation and 
gratitude for things that we normally take for granted; our sense of identity is 
strengthened and our moral values are reassessed. If we look at Susan in ‘Paradise 
Road’ for instance, her change in character was the most predominant throughout 
the film, transforming from the “shiest little thing in nursing school” to a brave 
woman who found the courage to stand up to both Mrs. Tippler and Colonel Hirota 
and express her inner emotions. The war allowed Susan to grow not only physically 
but also mentally and emotionally.  Next, lets look at the courtesans in the film, or 
perhaps in plainer terms, the prostitutes. How many of you felt repulsed and 
disgusted at these women’s decisions? And which of you ladies have the right to 
judge? During the war, these women were forced to re-examine their priorities and 
moral values and who are we to say if they made the correct judgement? Aside from 
the prostitutes, another character that was forced to re-evaluate her values is Sister 
Wilhelmia. Ultimately, her decision to tell a ‘lie’ in an attempt to save Adrienne’s life 
represented a concession of her moral preferences in the name of greater good; the 
conservation of human life. Thus, it is in these dire circumstances do we came to 
value the importance of conflict and the changes it inflicts upon us.   
 
On a social level, conflict has the power and the potential to override discrimination 
and unite people, regardless of race, gender or social status. When going through a 
difficult phase such as a situation of war, conflict being the common thread of all the 
victims’ experiences, makes the victims well able to relate to each other. This 
surpasses all the class distinctions and other superficial hierarchies that would have 
otherwise been strictly enforced. In the film ‘Paradise Road’, we see how all many 
women in the prisoner of war camp were able to form lifelong friendships with one 
another, whom otherwise in their normal lives would not even considered equals, let 
alone be friends. Remember Adrienne? She befriends Margaret, despite being 
brought up to look down on missionaries. What about Mrs. Roberts? How did she 
regard Wing? She called her a servant! But boy, did Wing’s sacrifice in order to get 
medicine for Mrs.Roberts’ illness render her speechless. I suppose if not for the war, 
Mrs.Roberts’ poor attitude towards members of a lower social status would not have 
improved. Also, Rosemary and the Dutch girl, Helen becomes close friends and they 
both share similar attitudes for love. Recall how the Dutch were first accused of 



uneven food division, and then blamed for stealing soap? Well, despite the many 
ensuing fights between the Europeans and the Dutch, Rosemary and Helen, however 
maintain a strong bond of friendship. Their friendship went beyond the ordinary 
racial distinctions that many of the other women were caught up in. The ability to 
unite in all these women came about as a result of them encountering conflict. 
These examples show the power of conflict to unite individuals, and how only 
because of their unity could they survive the harsh reality of which they were faced. 
 
Now, on a global and political scale, conflict plays a significant role in initiating 
change. Lets just consider the war in ‘Paradise Road’ for example; if not for this 
global conflict, the Japanese would’ve never accepted the fact that they weren’t 
exactly “Number 1”, and in another perspective, the Europeans would not have 
come to recognise the power the Japanese yielded. If we delve further into the 
details of the war, we witness how several Japanese soldiers come to sympathise 
with the women prisoners. At the start of the film, it was clearly stated by 
Mrs.Tippler that the Japanese despised “Europeans, prisoners and women” and the 
guards’ brutal treatment of the women highlights the cultural divide between the 
Western female captives and their Asian male captors. However, as the war 
progresses, Sergeant Tomiashi comes to respect the courage of the women at the 
prisoner war camp, illustrated by his simple gesture of removing his hat upon 
Margaret’s funeral procession. Another important mechanism that was able to unite 
both oppositions is music. Music is a universal language that knows no barriers and 
as such is an antidote to many of the world’s problem. It bridges all language barriers 
and can be appreciated for its pure beauty irrespective of culture, class and 
nationality. This is demonstrated in the ‘Paradise Road’ when the vocal orchestra 
was formed; the ocean of differences in terms of behaviour, values and principles 
between these women but the uniting factor of music was so powerful that it, in and 
of itself was enough to overcome all these differences and make them connected for 
their own benefit. Not only did music form a basis of common ground for the 
women, it was also an element that connected the Japanese soldiers with the 
women. The scene where Sergeant Tomiashi forced Adrienne into the woods alone 
and sang the national song in front of her proves to be powerful in the way that it 
manifests the underlying notion that music has the aptitude to unite the two 
characters despite the ongoing global conflict. As such, encountering conflict helps 
us understand ourselves and the world around us in a much more mature and broad 
minded way.  
 
So girls, I am conscious that time is running out but just let me round this off. I want 
you all to understand that conflict, presenting itself in most facets of our lives is an 
unavoidable consequence of living in this world. When handled properly, it brings 
about revolutionary changes in the lives of those concerned, like it did in the lives of 
the women at the prisoner of war camp in ‘Paradise Road’. The changes that conflict 
brings to our lives are constructive and positives, enhancing our ability to grow and 
expand beyond limits. As the famous American present, Abraham Lincoln outs it, 
“We see conflict as a positive dimension in our everyday lives and a life without 
encountering conflict would deprive us of creative energy, impetus for progress and 
the opportunity to deepen our experience in life.” Thank you. 



 
 
 


