
 
Austen has much to say about making the right choice when it comes to marriage. What do 
the various male-female relationships in the film ‘Sense and Sensibility” reveal about 
Austen’s ideas of a successful marriage? 
 

 
In the film ‘Sense and Sensibility,’ Jane Austen says a great deal about the importance of, and 
making the right choice when it comes to, marriage. Her views on marriage are evident in the 
various male-female relationships. In the relationship between Marianne and Willoughby, Austen 
explores the idea that a non-conventional relationship will not last, and shouldn’t be entered into in 
the first place. Austen highlights her views that mutual respect and understanding make for a good 
marriage, which is exemplified in the relationship between Elinor and Edward. It is also made 
evident that women in the 19th century were made to wait for the direction of men, with their futures 
ultimately in the hands of men. Austen also discusses the financial status’ of many women at the 
time, and while she sees this as being a somewhat important factor, she expresses that what is 
needed is to know and love somebody for what they are, to have a successful marriage, as is seen 
in the union of Marianne and Colonel Brandon. It is implied that marriage is dependent upon sense 
and maturity to be successful, and this is pivotal in living a contented life. 
 
A relationship tempered by sensibility is explored by Austen through the relations between Marianne 
and Willoughby, and she implies that a relationship such as this should in no way be continued. 
Marianne and Willoughby meet on a stormy day, which is symbolic of their tempestuous 
relationship. They move quite quickly as a couple and Marianne begins to feel as though she 
“should have been dull and spiritless, and talked of the weather.” Marianne’s forward nature sees 
her jumping to conclusions, and being disillusioned by Willoughby’s love for her, which was “always 
implied but never declared.” Willoughby takes Marianne’s feelings for him for granted, and due to 
his experience of the world, takes advantage of her, as “he (had) broken no vow” in hurting her. 
Austen highlights that it is of paramount importance to stay away from a relationship such as this, as 
if it is not stopped early enough, it will result in a marriage that is miserable and unsuccessful. 
 
Austen suggests that a relationship founded upon complete knowledge, trust and mutual love is the 
recipe for a perfect marriage, which is displayed in the bond between Marianne and Colonel 
Brandon. After the devastating experience Marianne had with Willoughby, she learnt decorum and 
matured. This personal growth made Marianne a good match for Brandon. He was able to wait for 
Marianne to become better “acquainted with the way of the world,” and this enabled the pair to 
develop a deep appreciation for one another; the foundation for a successful marriage. They were 
seen as perfect because “he is rich and she is handsome,” and together they would be both 
financially and emotionally stable. Brandon had honourable intentions when it came to Marianne, 
being “the kindest and best of men.” He had the upmost appreciation for Marianne, acknowledging 
that “she is wholly unspoilt.” It is in this relationship that Austen displays that while money is good, it 
takes knowledge and unconditional love for a marriage to be truly successful. 
 
Austen denotes that mutual respect and understanding are a much needed foundation for a good 
marriage. This type of union, tempered by sense, is seen in the relationship between Elinor and 
Edward. The pair share very similar characteristics; they are both generous, good natured and 
honourable, as well as alike in priorities. Edward, “the most fearful of giving pain and the most 
incapable of being selfish,” honours his duties while being a very humble man, “only ever 
want(ing)… the quiet of a private life.” His gentle nature sees him being very well suited to Elinor, 
and he releases her vulnerable side. In professing his love for her – “my heart is and always will be 
yours” – Elinor allows herself to expose her emotions. It is clear that the relationship is full of 
sincerity and romance; Austen states that a relationship with these dynamics can easily result in a 
successful marriage. 
 
  



“Sense and Sensibility” exemplifies the idea that a great deal is required for a marriage to be 
successful. Austen states that a relationship that is rushed and turbulent should not be entered into 
at all, and most definitely should not result in marriage – if it did the marriage would be greatly 
unsuccessful and to the detriment of a happy life. It is made evident that a marriage built on mutual 
knowledge and understanding would be a very successful one, while the perfect type of marriage 
would be one with complete financial stability as well as loving and knowing someone for what they 
really are. 


