
 
There is no single Australian Identity. 
 

 
In a country so diverse and rich in culture, many are in search for one single identity to encompass 
all Australians. However, if we take a look back in time, it can be concluded that the national identity 
of Australia has evolved and adapted accordingly through major events. Since it’s colonisation in the 
late 18th century, Australians pioneers have endured much hardship to shape the nation into way it 
is today. A country riddled with bushland and scorching deserts, famous poets such as Banjo 
Patterson credit the bush life as tranquil and the Bushmen as tough. Following the events of the 
Great War, the seed of a new Australia was planted, in the form of the ANZACS who fought 
relentlessly. This national symbol had its foundation based on courage, cheekiness, qualities which 
stemmed from the Diggers. Modern Australia consists of a country home to many ethnicities, and is 
proud to boast it. Consequently, there is no one ideal national identity. From discovery to present 
day, young Australia has grown substantially, but is only in its maturing stage. There is no single 
idealised version of Australia.  
 
During the late 1800’s, European settlers slowly began to forget their heritage, and instead develop 
a stronger sense of connection towards Australia. This national identity can be traced back to the 
lives and characteristics of those who lived in the bush. Those who made a living in the bush were 
illustrated to have much tenacity, and a cheeky side to them. Henry Lawson’s ‘The Drovers Wife’ 
exemplifies this side of the Bushmen. The protagonist of the text is a woman who has endured 
bushfires, floods, and the pain of loneliness. Throughout these ordeals she does not lose spirit, but 
instils dry humour in order to make light of the situation. During the course of early settlement, the 
people of the bush were seen to possess an iron-clad will. Likewise Bushmen were noticed to 
exhibit a laidback personality. Banjo Patterson’s ‘Clancy of the Overflow’ is an accurate depiction of 
a typical Drover who led an easy life” which added to their easy-going nature and genuineness. The 
persistence of the bush people and their subtle humour became the basis for an Australian Identity, 
which in later years, would be further established. 
 
The national image was viewed by Australians very differently after World War 1, as qualities of 
bravery, loyalty and a sense for the disregard for authority were introduced into the Australian 
culture. These values were seen to be connected to the Diggers of Gallipoli, who are now a 
prominent figure representing strength and laconicism. The ANZAC soldiers from World War 1 were 
seen to be valiant, and this is exemplified throughout the film ‘Gallipoli’. In this film, the Diggers were 
shown to have great valour to have faced the difficulties during the war. Through blood, sweat and 
tears, the soldiers had to have great strength to continue the fighting. Further, the soldiers of 
Gallipoli were greatly affectionate of each other, and were loyal to the end. The mateship and 
comradery exhibited was profound throughout the war, and was a trait which many connected to 
Australia. Particularly, the final scene which includes the third wave of ANZACS climbing over the 
trench epitomises the endurance and toughness seen in Diggers. The loyalty to each other, and 
love for Australia was strongly shown through this scene. Contrasting this, Australian soldiers were 
also regarded to have a keen sense of humour, especially in times of hardship. This is once again 
seen in ‘Gallipoli’, where the Diggers were portrayed to be disrespectful towards figures of authority, 
often mocking them. More larrikinism is further depicted in ‘The Great War’ by Les Carlyon, which 
concludes with an ANZAC humorously taking a German hostage in a very impractical manner. The 
Diggers proudly returned home to Australia, and reignited the belief for a national identity. Hence, 
Australians then regarded bravery and larrikinism highly after the war, and these traits have become 
the basis to being ‘Australian’. 
 
In recent times, with the influx of migrants, the face of Australia has been altered. Multicultural 
Australia sees everyone as equals, ultimately reiterating the age-old theme of egalitarianism. This 
allows many who have never been accepted to be part of a broader community- essentially the soul 
of the nation. Nevertheless, before the acceptance of diversity, Australians did not take much notice 
of other cultures. Through many literary pieces, figures of Aborigines, Caucasians, Asians, and   



Africans were not mentioned, even though they did exist at that time, and their impact was 
significant. This theme is displayed though Hou Leong’s gallery of artwork, which features many 
symbolic pictures, all superimposed with his face. This abstract take on multicultural Australia poses 
the question whether Australians really accepted others as equal. This is very different in our 
modern times. As illustrated through Hieu Van Le’s ‘My First Sight of Australia,’ many now consider 
Australia to be something different. Van Le’s experience of Australia represents the maturity 
undergone by Australians, as his account states that Australians have become more impartial and 
friendly towards those who are different. This is directly referencing to our take on life, as our 
friendly nature extends to all ethnicities, allowing everyone to be on fair grounds. No longer are 
other cultures shunned, and we have encompassed all cultures to be part of the Australian family, 
the final stage of the evolving Australian Identity.   
 
Although the Australian Identity has been portrayed very differently over time, one thing can be 
certain. Australians Some values have been kept, and been passed down generation to generation. 
A keen sense of humour and courage are prominent aspects which encompass many Australians, 
and is a value which we all strive to have. The Spirit of the Nation has changed, emerging from the 
desolated bush, and morphing into the myriad of races we can see today.  


