
 
‘A conflict’s importance lies not in its causes but in its consequences.’ 
 

 
The significance of conflict is prominent in neither the cause, nor the aftermath alone, but the fusion 
of these two crucial elements. Arthur Miller’s allegorical play ‘The Crucible’, illustrates these merged 
concepts individually, as well as working together as a whole. The conflict, originating from as early 
as Abigail Williams’ and John Proctor’s affair, which resulted in a sequence of events all leading up 
to Proctor’s untimely death, demonstrates that strife, and all of its many contributing features, are all 
somewhat significant. This concept of conflict and its contributing features is also obvious within 
several other texts.   
 
Causes of conflict are necessary in determining the truth within problems. This is clear in ‘The 
Crucible’, as John Proctor, along with his guilty conscience, confesses his affair with Abigail in order 
to resolve the escalated conflict of the Salem witch trials. Proctor calls Abigail a “whore”, justifying 
his accusation by shamefully telling Danforth that he has “known her, sir” (III. 374-378). In doing 
this, Proctor chooses to secure his integrity over his reputation. He sacrifices his “name”, not only to 
protect his wife from execution, but to also prevent the false accusations from Abigail and the girls 
from being further exacerbated. This concept is supported additionally with a quote from the bible; 
specifically John’s gospel:  
 
“Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." 
 
This again reiterates that resolution can be found in truth, which stems from the cause of conflict. 
The cause of conflict is also significant as it is the root of the issue; allowing for subsequent events 
to be traced back to determine resolution. The cause of the Salem witch trials was a result of 
Proctor and Williams’ affair, in which Williams believed to be a “sin”, however that Proctor still 
“love[d] me yet!” (p30). Proctor, in order to subside the various accusations, which were causing 
many unjustified deaths, used the foundation of the conflict to resolve it. By giving everything and 
making many sacrifices, especially by giving “my soul” (p. 124), and his own life, Proctor targets 
Abigail by using the love she has for him against her, knowing that this will instigate a realisation in 
Williams; one to stop her from further accusations, as her mission to be rid of Elizabeth and demand 
Proctor of his love, is now impossible. Consequence, as an individual element, is also prominently 
imperative within controversy.   
 
Consequence, in terms of conflict, is important as it determines the truth of many characters; their 
genuine personas unmasked as they are faced with strife. This is specifically evident within the 
character of Reverend Parris; his ‘dedication’ to his church completely neglected when his name 
was at possible risk. This is shown through Parris lecturing Abigail of his fight “for three long years”, 
to gain the trust of his people, and that she is at risk of “compromising [his] very character” and the 
“good respect” “rising for [him] in the parish” (I: 63-68) He shows that subsequent to the girls 
dancing in the forest, which resulted in the bed ridden and possibly possessed Betty, Parris, when 
faced with a struggle, chooses his reputation over his so-called morals. This reaction is also 
demonstrated by Mary Warren, however instead of her reputation, Warren is faced with the decision 
of choosing her safety, or what is right. It is shown that Warren was even hesitant in initially siding 
with Proctor, as she tells him that “they’ll turn on me” if she tells of “how that poppet come here and 
who stuck the needle in it” (II. 427-440) However, Proctor is still able to convince her that it is the 
right thing for her to do. This illustrates that even though Warren is very knowing of what Abigail is 
capable of, she is still initially willing to put her life on the line to save the false accused. However, 
fear ultimately sways Warren back into the ‘safety’ of Abigail’s group, as she buckles under pressure 
when faced with the girls and their torturous screams. (quote) Mary Warren illuminates that due to 
fear of consequence, the truth of her character’s morals is revealed. Although both cause and 
consequence are equally significant alone,  
  
  



The destruction of a community’s strength is due to a combination of cause and consequence; its 
ability to influence the disintegration of relationships, as well as extinguishing communal unity is 
clearly significant within conflict.   
 

• girls going against people 
 

• court going against once-trusted people 
 
Both cause and consequence share equal influence in conflict, as consequence could not be 
possible without cause, meaning that resolution cannot be found  
 
Conflict and its importance is not found in either cause or conflict alone, however is evident within 
the combination of both. ‘The Crucible’, written by Arthur Miller, is a clear example of this, 
demonstrating the significance of both aspects of conflict, separately, as well as combined. Along 
with ‘The Crucible’, other texts also demonstrate this concept of equal fundamental importance 
within warfare. Overall, conflict’s causes and effects both consist greatly of immense value.    


