ENGLISH: GROWING UP ASIAN IN AUSTRALIA

Discuss some of the challenges that migrants /the children of migrants may face in Australia.
Refer to at least two stories from Growing up Asian in Australia.

‘Growing up Asian in Australia’ is an anthology of short stories about Asians who migrate to
Australia that is compiled by Alice Pung. A migrant refers to a person who makes the conscious
decision to vacate their own home land and travel to another place by plan or choice. They do this
to escape the hardships that they face in their countries and start a new life in countries like
Australia, but some of their most confronting challenges betide migrants and their children in
Australia. Some of these addressed in the short stories include: responding to racial bullying; having
a communication barrier and adapting to different weather. Indeed, some of the biggest challenges
that migrants and their children face in Australia are explored in ‘Growing up Asian in Australia’.

One of the most difficult challenges that migrants’ children face in Australia is suffering racial
discrimination. This bullying can be in the form of teasing, name-calling, mocking and physical
abuse and more passive approaches such as ignoring or rejecting based on appearance, accent,
dress sense or cuisine of the recipient. This is confirmed by Simon Tong in ‘The Beat of a Different
Drum’ where he recalls that his classmates “spat at (him) with increasing menace ... (until) the mere
thought of going to school (would) throw (him) into a sweat” (Page 47). Furthermore, Aditi
Gouvernel in ‘Wei-Lei and Me’ lacked attention from her peers save for the occasions where “they
would combine their hatred in a human circle around (her)” (Page 76).The migrant children would
return home in tears and beg their mothers not to make them return to suffer the racial taunts that
awaited them in the playground. In addition to already having to adjust to the lifestyle of a new
country, first generation Australian children are haunted with being called “curry-muncher, towel-
head, abo (or) darkie,” like Sunil Badami in Sticks and Stones and Such-like, all that directly attack
their foreign backgrounds (Page 9). This leaves no denying that racial bullying is one of the
toughest challenges that befall migrant children.

Moreover, another struggle common to many migrants in Australia is having a communication
barrier. This inhibits migrants from being able to converse with either their own family members or of
their community in Australia. Some children who were brought up in Australia with migrant parents
do not “see the point in speaking Chinese”, for example, despite having a grandfather to
communicate with in the language like Amy Choi does in ‘The Relative Advantages of Speaking my
Language’. Constantly speaking in and listening to English causes her to lose her ‘language skills’
despite being “raised speaking Chinese” (page 7). Conversely, many migrants come to Australia not
knowing a word of English. This challenge was faced by Tom Cho, where “every single day
presented (him) with frustrations” (page 15, ‘Learning English’). It is already complicated enough
having to adapt to life in a new country, but this difficulty is enhanced when migrants do not even
“have the words” to voice their queries and ask for assistance and support. This communication
barrier proves to be a major challenge that migrants face in Australia.

An understated yet difficult challenge that migrants in Australia encounter is having to adjust to the
weather. While already faced with the burden of adapting to a whole new country and lifestyle, the
inconsistent weather patterns across Australia can make some migrants feel overwhelmed and
frustrated. Some extreme environmental conditions such as the “stinking hot weather” can make
children such as Simon Tong in ‘The Beat of a Different Drum’ feel as if they are “on a different
planet” where even the thick air, superheated and utterly bereft of moisture feels “alien on (his) skin”
on his first day of school, which is already daunting enough in itself (page 46). The random
fluctuations in climate can result in new settlers feeling anxious because they cannot be sure of
what to wear or whether to take an umbrella or sunhat when they leave their house, or if they should
even leave at all. Consequently, adjusting to the weather in Australia in contrast to their former
home land can cause considerable hardship to some new migrants.
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Indeed, foreigners who migrate to Australia undergo many challenges which are also shared by
their children. Some of these hardships are captured through a collection of life stories, ‘Growing up
Asian in Australia’, that was edited by Alice Pung, including: suffering racial bullying; having the
inability to communicate and having to adjust to different weather conditions, to name a few. As
ideal and inviting as Australia seems to some migrants, it does not fail to present them and their
children with trials and tribulations.
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