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Statement of Explanation: 
 
This expository piece was written to explore the ways in which the two main sides involved in the 
trouble in Afghanistan have dealt with conflict, by comparing and contrasting them. It focused on the 
idea that “only the strong survive” by considering what is meant by strength, and where people find 
this strength. It also challenged the notion of survival and the reasons why people choose to 
survive, in the context of the war in Afghanistan. The piece was written to be included in a 
newspaper or magazine, so the intended audience would be adults interested in a different 
perspective on this issue. I also used formal language for this reason, and third person to show how 
the situation is viewed from the outside. Questions were also used to encourage the reader to 
reflect on the ideas for themselves and to guide the logical structure of the piece. By including 
quotes from “The Rugmaker of Mazar-e-Sharif” I was able to support my ideas by those suggested 
in the text, and use them as examples to form my own views.  
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Living and Surviving: Afghan Citizens and The Taliban 
 
It is not often that an entire nation has conflict thrust upon them – yet that is how the Afghani people 
have lived for generations. Through the eighties Afghanistan was torn apart by foreign powers, until 
began to tear itself apart as a result of its fragmented ethnic groups. Innocent civilians were – and 
still are – caught in the midst of political disputes and violent combat. 
 
Merely victims of circumstances beyond their control, the Afghan people have faced the 
consequences of civil war first hand. They have “all had to bury people they loved after battles that 
they did not start and did not want”. The damage of the combat has quite literally brought the 
country to its knees, as it continues on a path chosen by the warriors and fanatics that came before.  
 
The long years of struggle and seemingly never-ending war have put the Afghani people in a 
perpetual state of hopelessness – stuck between the Taliban and hard place. Despite being weary 
of war, they are determined to move forward. However, this perseverance can appear somewhat 
misplaced from the outside. If history has taught them anything, centuries old ethnic conflict will not 
be solved over night. But then again, if they do not make the best of their situation, what do they 
have to live for? Days go on and so does life; war must become background noise.  
 
They are wise enough to recognize that a life lived in constant fear of attack is impossible. They 
need to live as if normal life is still possible, and it is this optimistic determination that has become 
their greatest asset.  
 
And in these times of conflict, where is it that they find this strength? 
 
For many Afghani people, it lies in their deeply rooted belief in God. They believe that God has 
given them resilience in their bodies and minds to face the troubles ahead. God has given them two 
hands and a good brain, and it is up to them to put these in use. In return God will show them good 
fortune. It is this belief that keeps them hopeful and hopeful for a better future.  
 
Family values also lie at the heart of Afghani society, and further encourage the people to keep their 
spirits up. The extended family units allow them to support one another and strive for a secure 
future for generations to come.  



The strange thing however, is that the Taliban possess the very same strengths –unfaltering 
persistence and tireless optimism. Their quest for power in Afghanistan lays testament to this.  
 
These “freedom” fighters have survived years of battles, simply because they refused to give up. 
And again, like the Afghani civilians they find their strength in their faith.  
 
The Taliban forbid every aspect of life that expresses any form of human emotion, and wish to 
remove the very essence of life from their society. “Music is gone, singing is gone, and laughter is 
gone.” “The Taliban have only their mission, which is victory”; their entire lives have become this 
eternal pursuit for control. 
 
The Afghan citizens and the Taliban are two groups with the same strengths and underlying morals, 
but living their lives in two distinctly different ways. What sets the Afghanis apart from the Taliban is 
their appreciation for life – their reason for survival. The Taliban have fought so long, that it seems 
they cannot recall what they are fighting for. The men have “forgotten everything about Afghanistan 
except their desire to rule it”. Their lives are defined by their battle. The cost has been too great, that 
even a victory will not truly be a victory. So while the Taliban’s survival is merely to prolong their 
existence as a political power, the Afghani people have survived to live their lives as their God 
intended them to be. They have struggled so long because they love their families and their people. 
They love their culture. They love their land. All they want is to see it prosper.  
 
The real survivors are not the ones wielding rifles or firing rockets, nor the ones who kill others to 
save themselves. The true survivors are these everyday people and their love for life. Their survival 
is not simply defined by their existence, it is seen in their ability to adapt and flourish in a country 
that has crushed all glimmers of new life, or by taking a chance in starting a new life in another 
country.  
 
As time goes on, bullets will run out and fighters will be killed. A generation of extremists will cease 
to be, and eventually the perseverance of the Taliban will not be enough for their continued 
existence. It is then that the Afghani people will be able to reclaim their nation as their own and 
years of injustice will come to end.  
 


