
 

 

ENGLISH: LIST 1 
 
‘How does the play explain Richard’s rise to power?’ 
 
 
From Richard’s first appearance in the opening soliloquy to the play, he blatantly announces his 
destructively treacherous and dark motives before an audience. Dissatisfied with the new era of peace 
that is imminently descending, Richard desires the activity of the battlefield “the winter of our (but not his) 
discontent”. He swears that, due to his deformity and unsuitability to “this weak, piping time of peace”, he 
will “prove a villain” with absolute confidence, seducing an expectant audience with his fascinating plans 
to create complete mayhem on his path to the crown. Armed with a cool wit and extraordinary 
manipulative talents, Richard wades into a society rife with strife and dissension, subtly moulding it to his 
purposes as he rapidly rises in power and influence. Yet once Richard finally rises to the position of 
utmost power he becomes careless and dispirited, paranoid at the smallest threats to his kingship, and 
we see that for all of his power and success, he is discontent to the end. 
 
The timeline of Richard III is set very close to the end of a civil war, where the noble and royal society is 
in high tensions, filled with conflict and corruption and thus a goldmine of discord for Richard to utilise. 
Richard’s success is directly proportional to the descent of trust and nobility in society. Whilst the women 
give the impression that they see through his motives in their role as commentators “you envy my 
advancement”, Richard is able to brush aside their curses – “meantime, God grants I” – and focuses his 
manipulative abilities upon the men that carry the most influence in their respective houses. By widening 
the rift of suspicion and hatred between the groups of nobles (the royal family and the Woodvilles), he 
then wades through the distrust as an avatar of mutual beneficiary 
 
Richard is constantly assuming a variety of roles and deceptive masks, consciously constructing a public 
image of morality and reliability that aids in his path to success, whilst on the inside he simmers with evil 
intent. The other characters, for most of his rise to power, are all victims to his trenchant wit in their 
blindness and simplicity. He acts on a completely other level, scripting all that occurs within the play 
“chop of his head. Something we will determine” from behind the scenes and through his corrupt 
attendants, Buckingham and Catesby. In this manner, Richard shifts the blame and consequences of his 
murders onto other oppositions to his rule 
 
Richard is an embodiment of all the negative aspects of society, striving only for personal gain at the 
expense of others, yet what is so powerful about him is his lack of restraint and moral conscience. An 
audience can easily perceive Richard’s sadistic delight in the pain that he causes “I’ll have her, but I will 
not keep her long”, yet when he finally achieves his goals with the crown he loses the motivation to 
continue. Richard, falling prey to his own active mind, paranoid at even the most insignificant threats to 
his kingdom that “stands on brittle glass”, rapidly loses his sense of confident control, and power 
immediately slips out of his fingers. 
 
Overall, at the centre of Richard’s vortex of power is his mental state. Delighting in every theatrical 
conquest on his path to the crown, Richard brings the full function of his manipulative powers to either 
corrupt the other nobles to his unjust cause, or to result in their quick demise. By destroying those that 
oppose his legitimacy and crafting an image of morality to gain the support of the commons, Richard 
quickly rises in power as he steps closer and close to his goals. The play depicts an unforgettable 
protagonist in Richard, as his independency allows him to attain absolute control, just as this solitude 
results in his inevitable downfall. 


