ESL: IMMIGRANT CHRONICLE

Belonging Speech

Good morning everyone!

My name is Jenny and today | am here to talk to you about the topic of belonging. We can choose
to or not to belong to some certain things, for instance family, country or culture. The concept of
belonging is determined by ourselves because it's within our own mind. This idea is explored
through a collection of poetry “Immigrant Chronicles” by Peter Srzynecki, whose background is
Polish but living in Australia. We can see Peter’s conflict of identity as he failed to assimilate into

either Polish or Australian culture. The three poems “Feliks Skrzynecki”, “St.Patrick’s College” and
“10 Mary Street” in Skrzynecki’s poetry will highlight this concept in further details.

The length of time may not influence our belonging as it has already been determined in our own
mind. In the poem “St Patrick’s College”, Peter repeats three times “For eight years” to emphasize
the length of time he attended school and his boredom. He seems to disregard his school life since
the overall tone of the poem is quite sarcastic. The simile “Caught the 414 bus — Like a foreign
tourist” demonstrates his disconnection to school through repeated everyday travelling during eight
years. The poet’s feelings of alienation at school have been conveyed since the lines “Our Lady
watched — With outstretched arms — Her face overshadowed by clouds.” The negative connotation
of “overshadowed by clouds” highlights his feelings of uncertainty to this religious school. On the
last day of school, Peter finally found his own way to his through the image “right-hand turn” is an
entendre of the physical right-hand turn of the bus and also his correct own choices and freedom
leading to his future. Being in the place where is not our choice, our perceptions of belonging does
not being influenced by the length of time it takes us to be there, eventually we still find our way to
associate with the right place.

Retaining your own culture in your own mind can ease your sense of belonging to a new
environment and create cohesion within your native culture. In the poem “Feliks Skrynecki”, we can
see Feliks, the author’s father chooses not to belong to Australian culture through the cliché: “Keep
pace only with the Jonese — Of his own mind’s making”. Feliks is dislocated from Australian culture
because it is his own decision. He isolates himself to the new culture by not learning the language,
presenting through the rhetorical question from the department clerk: “Did your father ever attempt
to learn English?” The clerk’s assumption that Feliks never makes an effort to fit in the society did
make Peter feel really annoyed. At Feliks’s house, he grows golden cypress, geraniums, which are
not native plants in Australia. The imagery of describing those trees younger than both parents
suggests us that the family are new to the place and they brought up plants from their motherland
as one way of preserving their own lifestyle. Culture is a factor of belonging that can have a massive
effect on your decision whether or not you fit in a place where is not your hometown.

Although belonging is within our mind, it's presented through physical actions. In the poem “10 Mary
Street”, the poet and his family kept their heritage through “photographs and letters”, and “heated
discussions”. The house symbolises for pre-war Europe, which creates a sense of unity for family
members to Polish culture, but on the other hand, it establishes no connection to Australian culture.
Feliks expresses his sense of belonging to Polish culture by creating his own garden. The
metaphorical barrier “the garden” of Feliks’s own mind making that segregates him from Australian
culture. Feliks looks after his garden meticulously through the simile “like an only child”, the
hyperbole “spent years walking its perimeter”, and “swept its paths ten times around the world”.
These images highlight Feliks’s devotion to the garden as the way he enhances his Polish culture
value and refuses to blend in Australian culture. The community that you feel included in is not
necessarily the one that you are living in at present, it can be geographically further away from you,
but as long as your mind is open, you will present your belonging to this community through your
day-by-day physical actions.
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The collection of poetry “Immigrant Chronicles” signifies the desire of belonging to our life because
we all need to belong to a community or a group as part of human being ways. For various reasons,
we cannot be in the right place where we feel harmonious with for a long time or because of other
factors, such as lifestyle, culture, or language; our sense of belonging to a new society relies on our
attitudes and decisions because it is within our own mind and we all have the choice to accept or
reject it.

That’s all | want to say about the topic belonging today. Thank you for listening to me and enjoy
your day!
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