
 
There are many different types of conflict and conflict is rarely resolved. 
 

 
Think back to the last situation you encountered which involved an opposition, struggle or contest 
and whether it was resolved or not. For centuries, people all over the world have encountered many 
forms of conflict. From inner conflict experienced when making a decision to riots and protests being 
used as a means of expressing one’s point of view. Conflict can erupt from anything, but is a real 
solution always possible? Graham Greene explores this concept through his writing on a variety of 
levels: religions, inner and political being the main ideas he focuses on. This expresses the personal 
conflicts he faced throughout his life as well as the contemplation of larger scale issues, which is 
similar to George Orwell’s exploration of totalitarianism and communism through his novel ‘Animal 
Farm’.   
 
A personal type of conflict which can be extended to a worldwide issue is that of religion. In the 
modern world there are a great variety of religions, which causes problems within societies and 
countries due to contrasting points of view. When looking at religious oppositions within a person, 
they may never be resolved due to an element of uncertainty as to which beliefs are in fact true. 
Greene expresses his own religious turmoil through Fowler in ‘The Quiet American’ and the Whisky 
Priest in ‘The Power and the Glory’. Both characters are shown to struggle with immense guilt in 
relation to their religion, as the Priest states: ‘how unworthy I am’. This is coupled with their inability 
to live up to expectations placed on them by others. Greene therefore suggests the importance of 
having a higher power to converse with through Fowler’s words ‘how I wished there was existed 
someone to whom I could say I was sorry’, amplifying his own guilt for not conforming to religious 
expectations. Similarly, the Whisky Priest searches for peace through alcohol as Fowler does 
through his lover Phuong, illustrating Greene’s contemplation  of religious conflict and how it can’t 
always be resolved. 
 
Each of us experiences inner conflict daily, whether it be deciding what to wear or if a certain 
relationship is a wise decision, we all experience indecisiveness as desires clash with values. 
Initially, Fowler is shown to avoid confrontations, which results in further unhappiness as he realises 
the prospect of losing Phuong due to his desire to maintain peace. However, it was his internal fear 
of life without her and the ‘trench [already] dug within [his] heart’ which propelled him to take action. 
This was based on his principle to ‘lose one’s life and one would lose nothing again forever’. 
Though this, Greene’s typical English view of fighting in a war to be heroic is shown through 
Fowler’s determination to win Phuong back, showing the situation as a precursor to greater conflict. 
It is at this point when Fowler alters his mindset from one of objectivity to being subjective and he 
decides that ‘one has to take sides if one is to remain human’. Greene’s contemplation of internal 
conflict is clearly expressed through these words as he shows that it is against human nature to 
passively give in to situations, although it is not always clear which side we are to take. As he 
himself states, ‘Human nature is not black and white but black and grey’, implying that the actions 
we take are either evil (for our own self-benefit- as with Fowlers lust for Phuong) or unclear in regard 
to our motives. Through Greene’s exploration of these ideas, it is evident that through fear, conflict 
is instigated and the outcome is rarely positive or resolving as human nature is such that we are 
ultimately selfish and care only for our own needs. 
 
Throughout history people have fought for power and authority due to their desire for control. 
Amplified versions of this are seen in dictatorships and communism, both of which Greene explores 
through his writing. Although it preceded the Vietnamese War, Greene accurately conveys his 
concern for the Vietnamese in relation to stronger and more powerful forces through ‘The Quiet 
American’. Pyle (a representation of America) takes action to prevent the spread of communism to 
his own country, while ignoring the immediate consequences on the Vietnamese. Similarly, 
Napoleon in Animal Farm takes matters into his own hands, forcing the other animals to adhere to 
his rules for his own benefit. In both cases, rather than reaching a solution, the tension was 
exacerbated, ‘the wars go on with brainwashed pride’, showing the selfish intentions. In contrast, 
  



people such as Fowler take others into consideration and act accordingly, ‘We have no business 
here. It’s their country’. This shows that it is often the intentions behind our actions which define the 
result of the situation: either leading to greater conflict or resolving the issue. 
 
Overall, it is clear that there are many different types of conflict that we as individuals encounter on 
a daily basis, or even as a nation or country. The outcome of these disagreements or oppositions 
varies greatly according to the situation and the motives of people involved. When looking at inner 
conflict, it is clear that oppositions arise, however it is generally the way in which we approach the 
issue and our attitude which defines the outcome. Fowler is a clear example of this as he opposes 
his wife’s beliefs, resulting in their broken marriage. When he encounters other forms of conflict and 
has the prospect of peace in his mind, he acts differently, altering the outcome. On a larger scale, it 
is the intentions of leaders which define the reactions of citizens. Therefore, the resolution of 
conflict, such as in Animal Farm, when Napoleon becomes a dictator, results in the animals 
questioning his authority. Clearly the outcome of a situation is largely dependent on the situation 
itself, but also the motives of those involved, showing that conflict can either be resolved or lead to 
greater disputes. 
 
It is clear that there are varying degrees of conflict which people encounter on a daily basis. This 
can include personal battles with religion or making a decision, or those on a political level. Greene 
and Orwell have both explored different aspects of these issues, helping us to grasp a clearer 
picture of whether these types of conflict can in fact be resolved. Greene expresses his own 
struggle with religion through two of his novels, ‘The Quiet American’ and ‘The Power and the 
Glory’. Through his implied guilt and regret, we can see that it is impossible to obtain perfect peace 
without having a higher power to converse with. He also displays emotions of distrust and confusion 
through one of his characters, Fowler, as he faces tough situations requiring action from his own 
interpretation of the situation. Greene therefore illustrates human nature as ultimately being self-
centred when people have to take sides, making it difficult, for a resolution to be reached. Orwell 
has also woven worldwide issues into the lives of animals to show the significance of these 
situations, even on a small scale. Through the fear of possible outcomes of situations, others are 
shown to conform to the leader, although avoiding or aggravating the root issue in the process. This 
shows that there are many different types of conflict, although it is often difficult to find a resolution. 


