ENGLISH

Asylum Seekers into Australia

“‘Salam wa lay kum” ladies, for all of you who don’t know what this means, it is a formal way of
greeting someone in Arabic. Standing here today, | would like to express my opinion on the issue of
allowing “asylum seekers into Australia”. For the past few years of my career as a volunteer at the
Asylum seeker resource centre, | feel like I've accomplished many things by helping and sharing a
sense of sorrow and grief for those who fled their country, in search of peace. Working here at
Australia's largest asylum seeker advocacy, we aid for the justice and empowerment of the
community by promoting and protecting the human rights of asylum seekers. My experience during
this time has made me realize that we as a country, are fortunate to be living in such a place where
we are embraced with a sense of security, while there are others out there who live each minute in
fear of persecution and death. Living in countries like Afghanistan, has being compared to be living
on a “battleground”, innocent people are dying each day simply due to those who uphold corrupt
power and authority.

The reality of refugees and asylum seekers is grim; these people are forced to leave their family,
paying large amounts of money to ruthless people known as “people smugglers” who profit from
assisting their escape to a new country, despite no guarantee of safety. These innocent people risk
their life in search of a new place where they can establish new lives; without being subjected to
daily bombings and terror attacks. There is a sense of vulnerability and powerlessness displayed in
all of this, where war is destructive as evident in the meaningless death of the civilians and children
who are forced to be a part of it. When these innocent individuals leave their families and flee their
country, they only hope for a safe and enhanced life; a NEW beginning. Shouldn’t we offer them this
little piece of hope and peace rather than pushing them AND denying them access into our country?

In a country like Afghanistan, people are losing their family members, women and children are
murdered on the streets, hazara men and young boys are forced to be in the army. The tragic part
of it all is that the war is futile; ethnic groups are fighting over one another in greed of ruling the
country. It is evident that the innocent civilians have no future in a country like that, hence their
decision and risk taking to flee their country. It is unfair that, ultimately, many of these innocent
individuals are rejected, just think about it again, don’t young and little children have a right to stay
safe and grow up in a stable country without being exposed to daily bloodshed and trauma? It is
hard for these people who have to flee their own home country to an entirely different country yet
even then they aren’t guaranteed a place by the Australian government. But that is not all, once
settled in a new country; these individuals still have to face the difficulty of adapting to the new
conditions and culture.

The conditions of the Australian detention centres are horrific, which has led dozen of people to
commit suicide. The innocent individuals that are kept in these inhumane centres have self-harmed
and sewed their lips shut in protest at their treatment. After these refugees who are considered
“prisoners” have resisted, riots have broke out and hunger strikes have been staged notorious
camps such as, Port Hedland and Woomera; in 2003, the Howard Government opened the heavily
militarized Baxter detention centre. This place was surrounded by an electric fence which carried up
to 9000-volt charge. But even that wasn’t enough; in the year of 2002 the Labour government
opened up another detention centre on “Christmas Island.” This place isn’t separated by an electric
fence, but by a five-hour plane flight from the Australian mainland. In times like this people only
have faith and hope to help them survive, but living in a condition like this can be proven to be too
much, added with the pressure of facing the anxiety and fear of being rejected.

One thing that really surprises me is the fact that while The Australian government, is in the process
of accepting the refugee protocol, they will try to ensure that no unauthorized people actually make
it to Australia to claim asylum. The government will take action and ensure this by, in a sense
pushes the people back into the sea, interrupts people and sends them somewhere else to be
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processed or sometimes even "cuts off" bits of Australia, so that if people arrive at the islands at the
edge of Australia, they aren't in an immigration zone and so they can't claim to have arrived in
Australia and gain refugee status. If they do manage to get through they are immediately seized and
held in detention, often in intimidating and violent camps, where they are isolated from their friends,
their families and the community.

| believe Australia should be more lenient towards asylum seekers because what we take for
granted is something they don’t have. The countless stories that | have heard from these individuals
here are JUST heart-wrenching. As a while ago, | met a man name Najaf Mazari who was amongst
the many Afghan asylum seekers; by now, many of you should have heard of the story of “The
rugmaker of Mazar-e-Sharif, the compelling story of an Afghani man who survived through the
violence and futility of war, in the process, losing half of his family members, and in the end left with
no choice but to leave his country in hopes of beginning a new life in Australia. But even then, he
still had to face the trauma of staying in the detention centers, with only the aid of hope and faith. It
is essentially through the simple truth of Najaf Mazari's moving story of his survival of this
horrendous conflict, that we should be impelled to believe that Australia needs to do better; to be
more humane in its attitude towards and treatment of those coming to our borders seeking asylum.

This issue has become a conflict where a nation’s global humanitarian obligations are taking action
towards asylum seekers due to the fact that there are terrorists and criminals amongst these people.
It is understandable that as a nation they would want to protect its borders from illegal intrusion. But
not all of these people are so- called “terrorists”; it is proven that ultimately, 90 per cent of boat
arrivals are found to hold “genuine” refugees. Ironically these individuals, who are considered as the
“lucky” 90 per cent, have all been through lengthy periods of traumatic detention. Those who aren’t
deemed worthy are deported, where they have to return to a country where they have to face
persecution again. It is rather heartbreaking to know that the fate of these vulnerable individuals in
the hands of our country’s government.

My stand on the issue of asylum seekers is not unique or new, it is supported by our FORMER
Labor prime minister Paul Keating , who recently stated: “Theres 20 million of us... and yet some of
us are still complaining about 6000 people coming by boat and we want to push all of them away.".
He also said that “Australians demonstrated no "generosity of spirit" when it came to asylum-
seekers”. Instead, they complained about the negative social effects asylum-seekers supposedly
brought with them.

Rebuttal:

Even though there are some negative views on terrorist attacks due to asylum seekers in different
areas of the world, at the end of the day, not all the asylum seekers are bad people. Hence my
views on the government’s laws are that it is understandably fair, as they allow asylum seekers to
take refuge in these detention centres and process their identity to make sure that they are genuine
refugees. But, because of some refugees who are considered as un-genuine, they ruin the chances
of other genuine refugees establishing a new life. While others long for a taste of freedom, and
sense of security, these are the things that their home country doesn’t offer them, instead it is the
opposite. Because we get the opportunities and freedom so easily, isn’t it unfair to waste this
chance, while there are people who never experienced such a quality of life? Despite the fact the
Australian government is reducing the number of asylum seekers into Australia; it is rather obvious
that there are many innocent individuals who deserve a fair chance at life in our country; a country
where we call ourselves a fair and multicultural nation. Every person in their right mind would agree
that asylum seekers have as much of a right to take refuge in our country as we do.

There are many different opinions out there and it is hard to know what is right and what is wrong
when it comes to illegal immigrants. The majority of these people who flee their country have grown
up amidst violence, poverty or war. These people fear for their lives because just because of their
race or their religion. But even then some of us are still against the allowing of asylum seekers into
Australia, just because of our own insecurities and fear. Please just think about it again, these

tsix

© The School For Excellence 2019 www.tstx.com.au Free Exclusive Online Resources



people who comes here have lost EVERYTHING they’ve ever owned; their families, their home and
their land, how is it fair that these people who have taken a courageous step to come here, are
being pushed away? Shouldn’t these innocent individuals be granted a second chance at life? After
all, Australia does call itself a generous and multicultural nation. At the end of the day, the harsh
reality is that there are many people out there in countries like Afghanistan, who will never know of
this freedom, security and peace that we, as a nation, experience every single day.
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