ENGLISH: THE CRUCIBLE

Does Hale’s view in the Crucible change? Explain.

Arthur Miller's “The Crucible’ is based on a time in history of great intrigue and much regret; the
1692 Salem witch trials. This powerful four-act play depicts not only one of the strangest and most
horrendous chapters of human history, but also portrays how the views of Reverend John Hale
change throughout the hysteria. In 1692, the village of Salem embodied a Puritan theocracy; in
which the power of religion and the state were unified. Under such ideology, the court was believed
to do God’s work, and hence an enemy of the state was deemed a servant of the devil. Fed by
superstition and paranoia, when Abigail Williams — a vindictive seventeen year old orphan —
recognises an opportunity to manipulate the animosity in Salem and deflect attention from her affair
with the married John Proctor, she inflames the trials by accusing seemingly upstanding women of
conspiring with the devil. When such “...a perverse manifestation of the panic which set in among
all classes” emerges, Hale experiences a change of perspective; journeying from spiritually romantic
to penitently realist.

John Hale is a distinguished reverend from Beverly, called to ascertain witchcraft when the children
of Salem succumb to questionable behaviour. He enters the play with a notion of certainty and
absolutism; seeking to uphold cohesion in the community of Salem by casting out undesirable
individuals through a “... goal [of] light, goodness and its preservation.” Hale adamantly believes
that his counsel is required to eradicate the dark spirits that plague the townsfolk, and is convinced
of his own credibility, saying: “You must have no fear to tell us who they are... The Devil can never
overcome a minister.” Initially, Hale possesses strong, theocratic views. He believes that any
member of the community whose private life does not conform to the established virtue poses a
threat not only to public welfare, but to the rule of God. Reverend Hale and the society of 1962 is
“...gripped between two diametrically opposed absolutes”, and this prejudice blinds him from
rationality; providing reason to brand all social deviants — regardless of the extent of their dispute —
as worshippers of the devil. Corrupt by the weight of power, Hale is willing to commit vicious deeds
so as to cement his authority; being convinced that if there “be proof so immaculate”, it is
acceptable to take a life. The witch trials are the ultimate expression of Hale’s initial intolerance, as
by eliminating the agitators, he strives to restore the community’s purity.

However, fragmentations in Hale’s conviction emerge when he visits the house of John Proctor,
“...without the court’s authority”. Revealing that both Elizabeth Proctor and Rebecca Nurse’s names
are in question, Hale tells John and Elizabeth that the path to their salvation lies in showing
deference to the church, and having their last child baptised; exhibiting his belief in the sincerity of
the religious. However, this contention is inevitably questioned. In Hale's mind, he cannot fathom
that individuals as pious as Rebecca Nurse can represent the very evil that he is attempting to
diminish, saying: “... if Rebecca Nurse be tainted, then nothing’s left to stop the whole green world
from burning”. However, witnessing Elizabeth being shackled for merely keeping poppets, Hale
realises that what the courts are accepting as truth and fact may not meet this standard, and is
forced to contradict his own authority. Grasping that private vengeance, rather than Satan, plagues
the streets of Salem, he prays that “... God open up [the community’s] eyes”, and becomes
increasingly vocal in insisting that Proctor testify against Abigail. This reversal climaxes in court,
where the once-idealist Hale announces that he “...may shut [his] conscience to it no more”, and
denounces the trials. In this way, Hale’s view changes as he recognises that convergence of the
spiritual and the lawful may not necessarily be accurate.

While Hale acknowledges that he was being used to target individuals and marginalise innocent
people, this requires him to tear down the very kingdom he worked to create; pleading that the
people “...cleave to no faith when faith brings blood”. In order to attain redemption for the blood on
his hands, Hale wishes to force a confession out of John Proctor so that he may live. Although, this
approval of offering a lie in order to save oneself is simply further manifestation of his exploitation
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and the lack of justice that gripped Salem. Hale is forced to question every foundation that was so
sure to him upon his arrival; asking “...what profit [Proctor] to bleed? ... Shall the worms declare his
truth?”. Even though he disagrees with the court, and knows the truth about the witch trials, as the
minister who initially confirmed the validity of what later became known to be false accusations, he
has no authority to save those affected by his misjudgment. Despite admitting his role in the
devastation, Hale is unable to assuage his own guilt, as “...life is God's most precious gift; no
principle, however glorious, may justify the taking of it”. In undermining the court as penance for his
sins, Hale’s views change as he voluntarily fosters a conflict of hypocrisy.

In conclusion, Reverend Hale’s development in Arthur Miller's “The Crucible’ allows the audience to
see the possibility of change in humanity. When faced with a crack in the fortress of his theology,
Hale initially disregarded rationality by placing hope in what supposedly was “... the voice of
Heaven speaking through the children”. Although, repealing his stance when opting for realism,
Hale works to undermine the court he worked to create. His persistence could not save John
Proctor, nor Rebecca Nurse; and because of this, Hale holds himself responsible for the tragedy. At
the end we see, as John Proctor referred to him earlier in the play, a truly “...broken minister”.
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