ENGLISH: YEAR OF WONDERS

Year of Wonders: Notes

MICHAEL MOMPELLION AND RELIGION

° Michael views the plague as a test sent by God to cleanse the villagers, “like the ore that must
be melted all to liquid to find the pure metal, so must we be rendered in the fiery furnace of this
disease.”

° Believes it is an opportunity to “shine” in the eyes of God, for villagers to prove their goodness
and be cleansed (like the great flood God sent during time of Noah’s ark)

° Exhorts idea that God is understanding and merciful.

° When Jakob Merill confesses his sins, Michael tells him, “He understands our weakness.. so,
too, does God love you, Jakob Merill.”

° Warmth, passionate about God'’s love for his flock

° Ultimate apostasy

° When Elinor dies, Michael acts hypocritically — when he urges a quarantine, he tells the
villagers that enduring through grief is a means of proving their strength

° However when he himself suffers grief, he finds it to be hollow and not sustaining.

° He is “weakened”, “broken”

° Imagery & metaphor: shuts himself in his home, drops the Bible in a act of extreme blasphemy
that horrifies Anna, chooses a passage from the Bible that reveals his bitterness because he
believes God has taken away the following from him: “your wife will be like a fruitful vine.. your
children will be olive shoots”

° Tragedy strips away Michael’s faith to reveal a darker underside, pseudo-Calvinist belief that
individuals must be punished and cleansed to avoid eternal damnation.

° Misogyny

° Arrogance.. Calvinist belief that “it is for [God] to decide who shall suffer; He, and the vicars he
appoints” p. 227 . What right has he to enforce the quarantine and then refuse to lift it?

o Imagery of “white surplice” reveals his decadence and arrogance in role as rector
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