ENGLISH: MEDEA

‘While the manner of Medea’s revenge is repugnant, it is in the end, just.’ Discuss.

Euripides’ tragic play, Medea, portrays the struggle of a woman coping with the betrayal of her
husband, causing her to seek vengeance on him. As Medea considers Jason’s abandonment for a
younger, prettier woman in his desires to be king unacceptable, she unapologetically and
ferociously takes the lives of those Jason loves in an act of savage revenge. Medea’s pride and
sense of moral justice results in her sights being flawed by what she considers acceptable, however
the execution of her sons cannot be justified regardless of the viewpoint or reasoning behind it. By
the end of the play, it is evident that in the search for retribution of those who have done wrong in
the past, there are no winners; even Medea must face a life of grief and pain as a consequence of
her murderous actions.

Medea’s desire for revenge stems from her deepest “wounds” of betrayal from her husband, “who
now dishonours her”. Jason “prove[s] himself [to be] a traitor to his family”, which causes Medea to
‘rage...at her loss of honour” as her “heart smitten with love” rapidly “turns to hate” due to her love
not being in "moderation". She exclaims, “Do | not suffer? Am | not wronged? Should | not weep?”
as she genuinely feels heartbroken at Jason’s abandonment which causes her to feel the utmost
amount of grief and despair after all she has sacrificed for him. Medea becomes “wild and hateful in
her stubborn pride”, and her judgment of the situation is flawed by her desire for revenge as she
considers Jason’s act unforgivable and therefore demands a vengeful response. Jason, however,
arrogantly believes that Medea “gained more than you gave” by leaving her homeland to marry him,
and all his actions have been “acted out of love” for Medea and their sons. Medea is able to “harden
[her] heart” and commit the “most unholy crime” at the thought of having her “enemies...laugh at me”
and “let...off unpunished” if she doesn't go through with her schemes. Medea’s horrid actions occur
as a result of her need to find vengeance on Jason for abandoning her and damaging her pride by
publicly humiliating her.

Medea's "passion masters [her] resolve" as she believes "there is no choice" but to find the worst
revenge possible on Jason and her enemies to make them "pay the price" for how they treated her.
Medea intentionally takes away Glauce's beauty, the part of her Jason prized, by devising a
poisonous gown that devoured her flesh which left her "unrecognisable" to all except her father. Not
only does Medea commit this horrific crime, but she takes "pleasure" in the death and eagerly
awaits news from the messenger, hoping to hear that the "death was hideous" and painful. The
Chorus continuously begs Medea not to "reject the laws of human life", but they have "no hope" for
the children as Medea continues with her plan because of her inability to "endure the mockery of my
enemies". Medea argues with herself, "Oh, my heart, don't do it!" as "the horror overwhelms me" of
the crime she is about to commit, but her fear of humiliation from her enemies, and the heartbreak
Jason would feel for her actions allows her to still her hand to become a "child-killer" because "it is
the way to hurt my husband most". Medea's fatal flaw of passion and pride encourage her to cause
those who had inflicted pain on her to "suffer", however her actions cannot legally be justified.

Although Medea has reasoning behind her actions and she believes they are morally just, from the
audience’s viewpoint, her schemes cannot be justified. Although the audience are warned of
Medea's "dangerous" nature by the Nurse, it is a shock for both the audience and characters when
Medea continues with her plans to murder "the fruit of [her] womb" simply for revenge on Jason's
distasteful betrayal. The Chorus support Medea throughout the entire play and agree that Jason is a
“‘wretched man” and “he deserved” all that has happened to him, however they “plead” with Medea
to “not kill your children” because of the “most painful grief’ it will cause her. The audience are able
to understand Medea'’s feelings that prompted her desire for vengeance, however cannot accept
that the killing of her children is permissible or just. This is emphasised as Euripides has the sons
appear on stage and cry futilely for "help" so they "can...escape my mother's hands", causing their
innocence to be reinforced and strengthening the horror of Medea's actions. Medea refuses to take
responsibility for the reason behind her murderous actions as she shifts the blame onto Jason as
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she says to her children, “It was your father’s sickness [that] killed you,” because of him “break[ing]
his oaths and cheat[ing his] friends” which made Medea determinant to “cause [Jason] grief.”
Medea’s motivations behind her vicious schemes lead to not only Jason being harmed, but also
causing a lifetime of pain for herself, and her actions cannot be justified after the execution of her
children by her own hand.

Medea’s revenge on Jason is undoubtedly repugnant, and ultimately her actions cannot be justified,
especially after murdering her own sons. Although the nature behind Medea’'s revenge is
understandable, she exceeds the boundaries of justice by finding delight in the horridness of
Glauce’s death and distastefully murders her own sons in cold blood simply for a means of inflicting
the greatest possible injury upon Jason. The audience and characters within Medea find it difficult to
sympathise with Medea after her discriminative acts of destruction upon all those who Jason loves,
which are not, in any way, reasonable nor justified.
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