
ENGLISH: AS YOU LIKE IT 
 
Understanding nourishes belonging… a lack of understanding prevents it 
 
 
Belonging is first and foremost an internal process, and once one possess an understanding of how 
to empathise with different people and how to adapt to varied communities; one will possess a 
deeper sense of belonging. One will gain an even deeper sense of belonging if this understanding is 
linked with strong external connections. “As you…” a pastoral comedy, explores how those that 
understanding how to adapt to different external stimuli are able to belong in a number of ways, 
while containing characters that lack an understanding of how to connect, and thus do not belong. 
“Submarine” likewise features the ‘coming of age’ of a young man, whose connections grow as he 
gains a greater understanding of how to empathise with other. Although a strong community or 
relationship can improve a sense of belonging, one’s internal understanding of how to adapt to 
circumstance will have the greatest impact on one’s belonging, and thus ones happiness.  
 
If one has an ability to empathise with others and adapt, one will not only be able to establish a 
strong sense of belonging, but establish new connections if some relationships end. Although 
Orlando has an antagonistic relationship with his brother, shown through rhetorical question – “shall 
I feed your hogs and eat husks with them?” Orlando, through entering the idyllic Forest of Arden, 
which is shown to be conductive to connections, is able to establish a strong connection with his 
servant Adam; an unconventional pairing. This relationship is achieved through mutual 
understanding – “I will follow…to the last gasp”. Simple language is used by Adam, to show the 
honest nature of his connection with Orlando. Orlando likewise shows that a strong friendship can 
lead to an even deeper understanding and appreciation of one’s world, when he encourages Adam 
to “live a little…love a little”. Thus, an ability to empathise with others will allow one to re-establish 
connections even when initial ties are severed. Filial ties will not always lead to belonging if there is 
not a mutual understanding, and thus one must be willing to form other connections.  
 
This view is likewise shown in “Submarine”, where Oliver, immature and socially inept, is only able 
to form connections when he understands the importance of empathy and self-confidence. His lack 
of belonging is shown through his unhappy facial expressions and his eccentricities “I’ve tried 
smoking a pipe…nothing’s stuck”. Oliver achieves connections when he matures, shown through 
the central submarine/ocean metaphor. Where first he desires to go “under the radar”, by the end of 
the film he is willing to investigate new depths, shown through rhetorical question – “do you want to 
know how deep the ocean is?” Oliver’s newfound connections and happiness is shown through 
stylistic montage. A mutual understanding is shown when they walk into the ocean together, a 
metaphor for the unexplored depths of adulthood. Thus, it is shown that one’s belonging is truly 
dependent on one’s ability to understand how to empathise with others, which can only come with 
an understanding of oneself. Establishing understanding thus leads to a deep understanding within 
relationships.  
 
An individual with an understanding of how to adapt to different places will experience a strong 
sense of belonging. This, however, must be combined with a community that understands the 
needs of the individual, for connections to eventuate. In “As you…”, although Rosalind is shown as 
intelligent and likeable through her witty references to “Pythagoras” and “Dame Fortune”, due to the 
negative nature of the court, she is unable to establish strong connections within her community. 
Once in the forest of Arden, whose community is said to live like the “old robin hood”, her sense of 
belonging grows. She is thus able to “suit herself” as male “Ganymede” and through dramatic irony, 
establish deep connections with Orlando. “What would say to me… (were I)…Rosalind?” Thus, one 
must be able to adapt to ones community as well as establish oneself in an understanding 
community. Through this connection, one will develop a deep sense of happiness and belonging. 
This is likewise shown in “Submarine” – Oliver is shown as miserable among his unempathising 
classmates, shown through him constantly walking in the opposite direction to the crowds, and 
through voiceover “I don’t want a…home like chip’s, wearing track pants” In contrast, Oliver is 
shown as happy and peaceful while staring over the ocean “I…wait for the sky to catch up with my 



mood”. Oliver is shown as attempting to his negative community “I must not let morals stand in the 
way of progress”, however, his sense of belonging is unable to develop in a community that does 
not understand him. It is thus shown that one must possess an understanding of how to adapt to 
different communities, but a deeper sense of belonging will be impossible if one is in a community 
that lacks an understanding of one’s needs. Thus, one’s sense of belonging is influenced by 
understanding internally and externally, reflecting the multifaceted nature of belonging.   
 
When one fails to understand how to adapt to a community, or does not understand how to 
empathise with others, belonging will be impossible. His is shown in “As you…” through the 
character of Jaques, who claims he is for “other than dancing measures” Jaques is shown to have 
no true connections to others within the play; he is described by Orlando as “a fool or a cipher”, and 
his “Seven Ages of Man” monologue establishes him as considering himself separate from other 
human beings. Shakespeare presents Jaques as an exaggerated example of one who fails to either 
understand how to empathise with others, and is unable to understand how to adapt himself to 
circumstance. This shows that a lack of internal understanding prevents any form of belonging, due 
to belonging being first and foremost an internal process.  
 
One must understand how to adapt to different communities, and be capable of empathising with 
others in order to establish a strong sense of belonging and thus achieve happiness. If one is 
unable to do these things, belonging will not be attainable to any deep level. One must also find 
themselves in an external environment that understands their needs, to further one’s connections. 
Thus, one must achieve and receive understanding internally and externally to achieve belonging 
and true happiness. Both “As you…” and “Submarine” show how, although one must contain 
internal understanding of adaptiveness and empathy, one’s external world must also understand 
ones needs, due to the multifaceted nature of belonging.  
 


