ENGLISH: BELONGING

“There are many ways we can develop a sense of belonging and connect with our world and
others.”

One’s leadership and team’s unity allows for a sense of belonging within the team and the society.
Boaz Yakin’s “Remember the Titans” displays the racial tension in America in 1971.The team,
Titans establishes a unity through respect and Boone’s leadership creates a team for change in
which the society will learn to accept.

One’s predominant leadership strives for success in winning in order to gain acceptance and
belonging with the world and others. Evidently, Coach Herman Boone’s leadership allows for a
sense of belonging to be established within a team and society. He is the newly appointed coach of
the football team, Titans. As a leader, he will change the culture of football team in a manner that
society will learn to accept each other’s race. Boone states to his team, “[I] will wear a jacket, shirt
and tie” which effectively represents his power and authority as head coach. Coach Boone uses a
combination of achievement orientated and directive leadership. At the first day of training, his
leadership is seen when he explains the rules with respect to the performance. “We will be perfect
in every aspect. You drop a pass, you run a mile...”. Coach Boone is unsatisfied with the team’s
behaviour which is expressed “When you put that uniform on, that Titan uniform, you better come to
work. We will be perfect.” The repetition of “uniform” symbolises that everyone is equal despite their
race and colour. “We” signifies an united team which is yet to be seen. Boone takes upon a new
direction in his leadership. In this scene, he takes the team on a gruelling training run to the
Gettysburg Cemetery. Here, he presents a crucial speech about the racial conflict existing in the
society and is reflective to the location as a brutal battle of America’s civil war occurred due to
differences in race. A low camera angle is depicted on Boone which emphasises his dominance and
power as the leader. The sound of drums adds a sense of historical significance. As Boone speaks
of his inspirational words, a series of reverse shots of the team is taken to show their reaction to his
speech. Boone says “If we don’t come together right now... we too will be destroyed, just like they
were. | don’t care if you like each other or not, but you will respect each other”. Boone’s inspiring
words prompt a realisation for the team. Boone’s leadership also makes a significant impact on the
divided society. The Titans win the regional game and the community together celebrate the
success. The cheering and applauds signifies the integration of the community. He leads his team
to perfection and able to promote unity and respect while changing the attitudes of society.

The success of an united team is through setting differences aside in culture and race and
successfully allows for the team and the society to develop a sense of belonging. The black and
white members of the football team, Titans clash in racial conflicts at the football camp. The main
conflict is portrayed between Gerry Bertier (white member) and Julius Campbell (black member),
two players of equal outstanding athletic ability who collide due to racial differences. Tension erupts
during the football camp when a brawl breaks out and as a result of Coach Boone’s strict orders,
“each one of you will spend time together with another team mate of a different race”. The use of
team talk allows for team bonding but racism acts as a barrier for an united team. Julius questions
Gerry’s leadership as captain. The heated discussion is presented by an over shoulder shot
showing their facial expressions and point of view. Julius angrily says “What team!” which clearly
expresses there is no unity in the team. Gerry poses his arguments but Julius replies with “Attitude
reflects leadership, captain”. Although, there is conflict, this is an extremely important stage as Gary
confronts his fellow white team mate about intentionally missing the block. As a result, the bonding
of Julian with Gerry in their “strong side, left side” chant is reflective of the positive response from
the confrontation of Gary previously. A montage of scenes is displayed with the team working
together on the field. The significant scene was taken by a long shot of the entire team coming
together with Julius and Gerry at centre of attention. The triumphant music enters as the team raise
their hands as an unified team. Differences are put aside and a friendship is sealed, uniting a team.
Through the unity, the team is able to develop a sense of belonging and bond over a common goal
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of victory. The film alternates between scenes of glory and unity and dramatic moments. Prior to the
championship game, Gerry is involved in a car accident. Julius comes to meet Gerry in his hospital
room, the nurse doesn’t allow him to enter but Gerry says “Don’t you see the family resemble, he’s
my brother”. Yet, they are separated by skin colour, their relationship is inseparable. Tearfully, they
join hands and pledge for eternal friendship. With the close-up shot of joining hands, “left side,
strong side”, highlights the unity of a team. As the team succeeds in the championship game, the
unity is extended to the community. Despite the racial differences, the team’s unity has ultimately
brought an union within the entire community.

Thus, racial conflict can create a division in a team and society but through Coach Boone’s
leadership and the team’s unity, a sense of belonging can be established. It allows for a connection
between a divided team and an integrated community to put their differences aside and bond over a
common goal.
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