
 

 

ENGLISH 
 
“We Want Justice” – Language Analysis 
 
 
The editorial “We want justice” is about a “Sex victim’s anguished mother pens emotional letter to 
police chef.” Highlighted by “The Herald Sun,” on September 16th 2009, the “anguished mother” 
demonstrates her disgust with “the man” who raped her “daughter” and disappointment with the 
“Victoria’s justice system”. The mother aggressively contends that “we want justice” served to the 
“predators out there” responsible for her daughter’s “attack.” Also, throughout her annoyed letter, 
the mother applies an overall serious and sensitive tone as she shares the “nightmare” and how she 
must deal with her “precious” daughter’s “attack.” Furthermore, the sensationalistic photograph 
accompanying her letter, further magnifies her arguments.  
 
The headline “Sex victims anguished mother pens emotional letter to police” utilises emotive 
language in attempt to gain empathy from the reader. Furthermore the bold and large quotation “We 
want justice” inserted beneath the headline grabs the reader’s attention through inclusive language, 
whilst appealing to the reader’s sense of “justice” and security. Furthermore, via her serious and 
forceful tone, the mother manages to immediately drag in the reader on her argument as she 
evokes a sense of fear within the reader, as a result of the poor excuse from “Victoria’s justice 
system.”  Also, the small print of the “Cop out” editorial embedded among the mother’s letter further 
supports her explicit attack on that the “Victoria Police” in that they are “too cheap to chase” the “sex 
fiend.” Additionally, the sub heading “Dear Mr Overland,” draws the reader’s attention, as it shows 
the mother about to open up and express her personal issues about her “violated” daughter. 
Furthermore, the large photograph of “the victim’s devastated mother” adds to her rational and 
sentimental tone within her letter, and thus forces the reader to sympathize for the “devastated 
mother.” Plus, through the mother’s distraught body language and melancholy semblance framed 
within the photograph, the reader is able to empathise with the pain she is suffering. Also, as she 
grasps the pole with both her hands, this symbolises that she is not letting go of the “nightmare” and 
will not give up seeking “justice.” Therefore this image supports and intensifies her argument and 
her serious and active approach. 
 
Immediately, the mother adopts a serious and sensitive tone as she refers to her daughter’s 
memories of the “creeps face.” Furthermore, the mother continues to employ this sentimental and 
confrontational tone throughout her entire letter, as she aims to evoke sympathy from the reader. 
However, her tone becomes outraged and aggressive during her attacks on the “Victorian Police,” 
as she expresses her annoyance with the fact that her “daughter’s attacker” is not going to “face the 
courts,” and how “this man has made a mockery” of the “justice system.”Also, whilst she appeals to 
“small” families in “suburbia” the mother applies a controlling and serious tone as she communicates 
that she can only “rest and move on” once “the man” is “brought home to face justice.” Thus, she 
positions the reader in a final sense of agreement in regarding her dilemma. 
 
The mother’s extensive use of emotive language forces the reader to understand and empathise 
with her unfortunate situation. Utilising phrases such as “traumatic time” and “eats into my heart” 
along with appealing to parent’s with “children” and also “year 12” girls’ safety, adds to the mother’s 
cry of empathy and support. Thus, firmly places the reader to understand her circumstance and 
hence supporting her plea. In addition, the mother exercises repetition of certain words, in attempt 
to magnify her viewpoints, and thus effectively delivering her arguments. For instance, the mother 
coveys words such as “mockery,” “attacker” and “enough,” as she continues to reinforce her key 
arguments. Consequently, more emphasis on her viewpoints leaves the reader more convinced. 
Furthermore, via inclusive language the mother reminds “us” that even though she is one affected 
by this “nightmare”, “we” also “want justice.” Especially, when the mother appeals to “our” 
threatened security because of the “predators out there,” the readers feels a sense of fear and thus 
effortlessly support the mother’s blatant attacks on the “justice system.” 



 

 

In the editorial “We want justice” the mother’s plea to make “the man” responsible for her daughter’s 
rape, convinces the reader that “Victorian Police” are not doing their job when it comes to “justice.” 
Furthermore, via the sentimental photograph, plus the mother’s consistent serious and appalled 
tone, she successfully engages the reader throughout her letter, and thus encourages the reader to 
espouse her viewpoint on the “cheap” “police.” 


