ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Discuss how language can be manipulated to suit purpose and audience.

Throughout the day we encounter many situations. We must know when to use one type of
language for each situation depending on context, audience and the attitudes of society. Language
can differ quiet heavily depending on these factors and it needs to be constantly manipulated to suit
the speaker’s and audience’s needs.

Manipulating your language to suit the context is called register. One section of register is the
domain of the discourse that is taking place. Two doctors talking to each other may be inclined to
use a highly sophisticated lexicon that gets straight to the point. In a surgery, time is always the
limiting factor and using the appropriate lexicon, such as operating equipment or colour codes, will
speed up the discourse if everyone in the room knows the terms. It would be inappropriate to use
this jargon to a friend who is a plumber in a conversation at dinner. Another section of context is
locale. The courtroom has its own syntax and lexicon, legalese, which must be adhered to.
Legalese is only found in the courtroom, using outdated terms so that the meaning is clear. Using
legalese at a funeral would not be appropriate, although they are both formal, as a funeral requires
personal language and legalese is not personal. Terms such as “non-transferable” and “the client /
defendant” are impersonal and are only suitable in the courtroom. The type of interaction is also
context. A joke that is being told to by a friend would most likely use dysphemisms, colloquialisms
and idioms. This would not be found in a written apology as dysphemisms such as “she’ll be
pushing up daisies in no time” may offend an upset person but may be found hilarious to another
friend. Lexicon plays a big role in the type of language used and can be manipulated to suit the
audience.

The audience plays a big role on how you manipulate your language. The age of the interlocutors
dictates the lexicon and semantics of some words. The younger generation talking to each other
with close social distance may opt for using innuendo when joking around. The phrase “long and
hard” will activate different reactions depending on the age of the audience. Older speakers will
understand “fair shake of the sauce bottle” better than younger speakers and thus was appropriate
for Kevin Rudd to sue when addressing working families. Doublespeak can be used when
attempting to persuade or disguise a situation so that your audience is happy about the situation.
When businesspeople of power wish to sack many people without upsetting the public, they call it
“‘downsizing” and “streamlining”. The Army use “friendly fire” and “casualties” to downplay the killed
soldiers for the Department of “Defence”. This language is used to misguide the audience for the
purpose of keeping the speaker’s reputation.

Not all language for the audience is bad however. Euphemisms are use to lessen the harshness of
a topic by using indirect language. A eulogy at a funeral will use euphemisms because it is taboo to
talk about death. Such phrases as “gone to a better place” disguises the fact that you will never see
that person again. This is different from doublespeak as it s for good intent. Dysphemisms can be
used if social distance is close but euphemisms should be used if social distance is far as you may
not know their reactions to the dysphemisms. Language can be manipulated to console the
audience.

Manipulation of the speaker’s language due to society’s changing attitudes is well known. The
recent rise of respecting all genders and traits has made us aware of the affects discriminatory
language can have. Political correctness needs to be used around minority groups but if the
audience is not a person in that group it doesn’t have to be used. Using the word “retarded” with a
group of friends may be inoffensive, but in front of the principal of a special school it would be very
offensive. The politically correct term “mentally challenged” would have to be used. Politically
correctness is considered ridiculous in some circles so it is a skill to know how to manipulate your
language to suit all audiences. Politicians will always have to use correct language as the purpose
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of their speech is to please everyone. Politically correct language is time-sensitive however, so
another generation may use language that seems incorrect to another generation. The term “negro”
is deemed offensive to the younger generation but inoffensive to the older generation. Speaking to
large groups of people requires indiscriminatory language as well as minority so you need to know
what your audience considers offensive and manipulate your language accordingly.

In conclusion, the context of the discourse changes the lexicon that is being used. The age of the
interlocutors and intent of the discourse change the semantics of your sentences. Society’s attitudes
as a whole changes the morphology of politically correct words. Depending on these factors the
speakers must manipulate their language to suit the purpose and audience.
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