
 

  

ENGLISH: TEXT RESPONSE 
 
‘The characters in Cosi suggest that we are all longing for purpose and intimacy in our lives.’ 
Discuss. 
 
 
Cosi is the story of an unconventional production of Mozart’s opera ‘Cosi Fan Tutte’, meaning 
‘women are like that’. The author Louis Nowra has set the story in the late 1970’s in Melbourne. 
Based in a mental institution, with an adjoining theatre, Nowra explores in Cosi the feelings and 
perceptions of the patients in the mental asylum. He digs deep into the depths of how the patients 
ended up there and their purpose of living unusual lives. The characters and staff from the outside 
are also portrayed to how they connect and interact with the patients, beginning to question and 
discover their meaningful lives. 
 
Lewis who commits to directing the play ‘Cosi Fan Tutte’ and refers to others by saying ‘these 
people need me’, when in fact he is the one who learns some of the most valuable lessons that are 
vital in a human’s life. The lesson of love! He learns the facts and truth of various relationships 
which are unidentifiable and exist with no name. Lewis is presented as an insecure and a lacking 
confidence male. Eventually as the opera and story progresses so does his awakening and 
understanding. He develops into a confident and unselfconscious man. The patients influencing via 
their conversations ultimately become a part of who Lewis is and has become, he takes some of the 
most important decisions through his journey. Lewis’s character finds love to be a very powerful 
component of the person he is. As we progress we come to learn that he prioritizes love and 
respects the matrimonial bond that two individuals tie. As he quotes ‘without love the world wouldn’t 
mean much’. He considers love to be an integral aspect of his life. But this may not have been the 
situation when we are first introduced to Lewis and his character. His feelings are unleashed as he 
embraces his inner soul and he continues through the process of the opera. Lewis’s girlfriend Lucy 
has a much lower expectation and totally opposite perspective of love and believes ‘love is an 
emotional indulgence for the privileged few’. Once Lewis discovers the truth about Lucy’s sexual 
relationship with his best friend Nick he is heart broken and very hurt from the unfaithfulness that 
Lucy as committed. After this devastating discovery Lewis comes to a turning point where he finally 
realises the true meaning and purpose of his life and what he values in a person. 
 
The characters in Cosi are all individuals and human beings who crave meaning in their lives. Some 
desiring affection and intimacy to express themselves. Lucy shows that love is not valuable in her 
life and she has no time for ethical commitments. But as an individual she desires intimacy, which 
she finds in the illicit sexual relationship with Nick.  She believes that there are far more important 
issues in ones life than love, faithfulness and marriage. When questioned by Lewis about her 
relationship with Nick she bluntly replies ‘of course’. She has no sense of remorse for her actions 
nor regret. This also links the saying of how ‘opposites attract’. Lucy possesses a lot of confidence 
and passion for what she loves which is her passion for politics and free speech. Lucy justifies 
herself to Lewis with ‘I have sex with him and sleep with you’, referring to the fact that she qualms it 
is alright to have a sexual relationship with someone else. Instead Lucy is more concerned about 
the American troops that are inhumanly taking the lives of innocent Vietnamese people. Lewis, in 
the process of rehearsing the opera, discovers himself and finds purpose to his life. Lucy is already 
doing what she feels her aim is in life, which is for her is pursuing her passion for politics. Her values 
and beliefs are in no way related, or connected, with Lewis. This is a clear indicator of the 
imbalance and discrepancy in their relationship. Lewis equates intimacy with a deep and meaningful 
love but for Lucy sex is just a commodity. 
 
Julie is a patient at the asylum but is the only character that appears to be ‘normal’. She was 
admitted by her parents and feels that the staff don’t know how to deal with drug users and how to 
help them. That is why she resents being there and thinks that the opera is making her time there 
bearable. From the beginning of the opera, Lewis and Julie meeting, we come to learn that both 
Lewis and Julie are attracted to one another. The major breakthrough comes when both are one  



 

  

stage and the lights go off and they share a passionate kiss. This tells us a little about the fact that 
Lewis sees some sort of connection with Julie that he would have liked to have with Lucy. Julie is 
very articulate and enjoys spending time and talking to Lewis about love and fidelity. But the main 
point being that none of them openly speak to each other about their relationship in the future until 
the end of the opera. This is also when Julie revels to Lewis that she has a girlfriend outside of the 
asylum and wants to return to her. Even thought she appreciates what Lewis has done for the 
theatre and he, she believes a little differently about relationships. She comments ‘men want 
women to deceive them’, this is a little indication of maybe why she has left the arms of men and 
turned towards females. But for Lewis he would have wanted some kind of real relationship with 
Julie after what went down with Lucy. Julie replies to Lewis that ‘I need someone stable in my life’, 
adding that it is her girlfriend. This shows that even though Julie had a chance to have an ongoing 
and sexual relationship with Lewis she was still able to make the decision she felt was right for her. 
Even though she may have felt that she did want to be with Lewis and probably have a relationship. 
 
Human beings all crave for something in their lives, whether it be love, affection, intimacy or for a 
lot, to find the purpose of their lives. The purpose to why their where they are and where they want 
to be. To find this purpose we look in different places, become different people, act like other people 
and even do the wrong things. But Cosi shows how by not acting like your true self you are unable 
to see the truth of your own life. Lewis may not have manifested some dramatic changes but we are 
able to see the progress he as made by the end of he opera. He is able to find the real him within 
and gains courage and confidence to break up with Lucy and break off his friendship with Nick. He 
is shown as man who now is ready to pursue his purpose in life and head towards the future. 


