
 

  

ENGLISH: TEXT RESPONSE 
 
“There isn’t always an explanation for everything.”A Farewell to Arms argues that life has no 
meaning. 
 
 
Varying perspectives of life are commented on, throughout Hemingway’s A Farewell to Arms. The 
novel however, does not argue that life has no meaning. In contrast, Hemingway comments on the 
spontaneity of life, particularly as Frederic explains that “there isn’t always an explanation for 
everything.” Furthermore, a profound meaning for life is presented through the intense and involved 
love Frederic and Catherine share. Although life’s potential beauty is explored in the novel, readers 
are witness to the tragedy of life through Hemingway’s view of the inevitability of death. This, in turn 
allows readers’ to contemplate the idea that life does in fact have little meaning. Hemingway 
explores this aspect of life through Frederic’s, at times, pessimistic outlook on life. In this way, there 
are instances in the novel, where Hemingway does argue that life has little optimism yet the love 
explored aswell as the spontaneity of life, enjoyed by the protagonist, encourages readers to see 
the meaning of life espoused in A Farewell to Arms. 
 
Hemingway comments on the brevity of life and constant need to appreciate its fragility, throughout 
his novel. Frederic distances himself from war, stating that “[he] knew [he] would not be killed. Not in 
this war. It did not have anything to do with [him].” This detachment from the harsh realities of war 
enables Frederic, like many other characters to live every moment presented to them, and not worry 
about what the future holds. During warfare, such practices are common in order to cope with the 
destruction and brutality war brings. When asked why he enlisted with the Italian ambulance 
service, Frederic states that “there isn’t always an explanation for everything.” This 
detachment/aloof and flippant view of life is also seen when Frederic describes that he enlisted 
because he “was in Italy...and...spoke Italian.” The meaning of life is further explored in the 
character of Count Greffi, who is “ninety four years old.” Greffi smiles as he explains how he values 
life, “this life is very pleasant. I would like to live forever.” A life that can be enjoyed is celebrated 
throughout A Farewell to Arms by characters who are able to live in the moment and appreciate the 
spontaneity of life. 
 
Another aspect of life is portrayed through the love shared between Frederic and Catherine. Their 
deep and passionate love gives meaning to each of their lives, Frederic epitomises this as he 
explains to Catherine “if you aren’t with me, I haven’t a thing in the world.” Although initially Frederic 
and Catherine’s relationship, which Frederic flippantly refers to as “a game of bridge”, serves to 
alleviate their loneliness, it soon proves to equal true love, becoming so united they are each other’s 
“religion” and only reason for living. After Frederic is wounded, his desire for Catherine and the 
comfort and support that she offers becomes more than a distraction from the world’s 
unpleasantness. Frederic’s love for Catherine begins to sustain him and he soon fulfils the priest’s 
definition of love, that “when you love you wish to do things for. You wish to sacrifice for. You wish 
to serve.” Readers are witness to this as Frederic asks Catherine, if there is “anything he can do for 
her.” The deep love Frederic and Catherine experience gives richness to their lives and shows that 
in A Farewell to Arms life has profound as life’s possible beauty is discovered. 
 
Hemingway’s view of the tragedy of life and life’s inevitability portrays to readers’ that life does in 
fact have very challenging moments. Notably, A Farewell to Arms argues that life has much misery, 
as life is described as “a process of dying.” Frederic, at times epitomises this pessimistic view on 
life, as he contemplates his son’s death: “I wish I’d been choked like that...there would not be all this 
dying to go through.” When dying, after child birth, Catherine labels life “a dirty trick.” Through these 
words Catherine is commenting on the paradox of life, how the more you intensely live it, and enjoy 
it, the more likely you are to suffer its abrupt end. Hemingway presents life as having great despair 
yet its meaning remains. He achieves this through the irony and the fact that “the world...kills the 
very good and the very gentle and the very brave impartially.” 



 

  

A Farewell to Arms argues that although there are glimpses of hope in life, which suggest that there 
is limited meaning in life, such as the only certainty in life being death and the fact that “they killed 
you in the end.” This profound meaning in life that Hemingway explores is seen through Frederic 
and Catherine’s love and life’s spontaneity and richness, which is clearly portrayed during this time 
of warfare. A Farewell to Arms therefore does not argue that life is without meaning, yet, that life has 
much meaning when you learn to love appreciate what God has given you. 
 


