ENGLISH: ENCOUNTERING CONFLICT

What is lost when conflict occurs?

When conflict occurs, loss is inevitable. Whether it is physical altercations or psychological turmail,
the outcomes of conflict can be dire for anyone who becomes ensnared in it. Fundamentally, conflict
can inflict harm upon two entities, groups and individuals. For both these entities, it has the
capability of causing unnecessary deaths, ruining the peace, damaging relationships, catalysing the
failure of justice and consequently changing society altogether. The reputation of those who are
involved may also have their integrity questioned. However, it is equally important to consider that
when speaking of change, it does not necessarily signify an overall change for the worse. Though
possibly not felt immediately, the arrival of conflict potentially allows for people to unite under a joint
effort in the hope of ending the conflict itself.

The most obvious loss that conflict brings about is that of human life and thus destabilising the
peace. Whether it is from the pain it causes for the people involved, or through direct aggression
and violence, peoples’ lives, especially those of innocents, are at risk. Travis seeks to communicate
this just before and after the bomb. Prior to the explosion, the mis-en-scene shows us the hundreds
of civilians going about their daily business. Seconds after the blast goes off, silence focuses the
viewer on the surrounding grey rubble, conveying a feeling of realism. Moments later, the sound
returns, along with it the cries of pain and despair. The chaos of the setting is emphasised by the
long, medium, and close jump cut shots between the bloody dead bodies, the maimed and the
survivors’ expressions of disbelief. When coupled with the remnants of the surroundings, the scene
gives the audience a great sense of anarchy, and the ruining of the peace. In contrast, The Crucible
also illustrates the disorder within Salem, caused by the accusations of witchcraft. Hale informs
Danforth of ‘orphans wandering from house to house’ and ‘no man knows when the harlots’ cry will
end his life’. The Salem Witch Trials, which were supposed to rid the community of the Deuvil,
inadvertently unleashed Him, in the form of Abigail Williams and Thomas Putnam.

The personal relationships of those who are caught in the crossfire of conflict will be damaged or
lost completely. Not only does Michael Gallagher lose his only son, but as a result, his relationships
with his family become more noticeably strained. Using the Omagh Self Help and Support Group as
an outlet for his grief, Michael becomes so absorbed in seeking justice against the bombers that he
unwittingly neglects his duties as a father and a husband; not providing the support that his family
so desperately needs. Patsy, being unable to deal with this grief, begins to withdraw from daily life.
It is his daughter Cathy who impels him to realise this, during an emotional conversation in the
kitchen. ‘Aiden’s dead, you should be here, looking after us...Daddy,” she cries, causing Michael to
go into shock. At this point, Travis purposely gives the audience a close up shot of Michael’s facial
expression, realising that he has spent so much time helping others that he has neglected those
who need him most. The fewer interactions between Michael and Patsy steadily induce the
crumbling of their relationship. However, when Michael is finally forced to face the reality of his
actions, he is able to confront Patsy and explain that the reasons behind his behaviour were due to
Aiden being not just his son, but also a ‘mate’. Though the atmosphere within the household is still
largely taciturn, the family gains more of a mutual understanding, as they realise Michael’s need for
justice must be met. In the final scene of the film, after Michael has been interviewed by the press,
the family walk away hand in hand into the distance. Travis highlights that through this family’s loss,
their need to maintain and strengthen relationships has become essential.

In circumstances of conflict, the pursuit of justice is also greatly affected. When political agendas
clash, abuses of justice are sometimes overlooked to achieve a greater objective. In Omagh, the
Omagh Help and Support Group appeal to various political organisations to pressure for the
conviction of the bombers. It seems that no matter who they turn to for answers, the authorities are
unable to help. When they begin to ask more direct questions, such as ‘Do you know who did it?’,
time and time again, they are answered with ‘We can assure you that everything is being done to
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bring these bombers to justice’, and how the task at hand is a ‘complicated and lengthy investigation
process’. The body language used by some of the authorities suggests to the viewer that they are
covering the truth. Gerry Adams nervously re-adjusts his glasses after being questioned, ‘Do you
know any of these names?’. Later, Michael is told by Kevin Fulton and John White that their plight
could potentially ‘jeopardise’ the peace process and as a result, there will be no convictions, let
alone investigations taking place. This truth disheartens many members of the Group, causing
anger and despair. This lack of justice in turn also causes conflict within the Group itself, who are
now divided in their course of action. Whilst some members wish to fight on, others believe that their
case is a lost cause. The authorities fail to understand the needs of the survivors. Gallagher
addresses the media after the Ombudsman’s meeting, ‘The have promised us so much but have so
far singularly failed to deliver, we will not go away, we will not be forgotten.’

Furthermore, a clash in ideologies, coupled with prejudice has the ability to create bitter conflict.
Ideologies can be a set of beliefs typical of an individual or a social group. In the rigid theocratic
society that is Salem, the Devil is a living and breathing entity, capable of sending his spirit out to
manifest as certain people, and do his bidding. As the Church, Law and State are one and the same,
the discovery of Witchcraft is to be dealt with severely and without mercy, all in the name of God.
However, what the Courts want and what some of the Salemites want are clearly not the same.
Deputy Governor Danforth is on a mission to exorcise evil from the community. They erroneously
believe in the ‘innocent’ girls, and indirectly give them power, which causes a trail of destruction. As
John Proctor correctly puts it, it is not the Devil, but ‘Vengeance is walking Salem’. The fates of the
people are not in the hands of the law anymore, but by the ‘harlots’ who ‘are jangling the keys to
heaven’. Danforth himself is oblivious to the truth, or rather, the truth that he doesn’t wish to see, as
this would both humiliate him and discredit the courts for being tricked by a couple of ‘children’ into
hanging nineteen innocents. When Proctor attempts to provide a deposition by Mary Warren,
Danforth replies vehemently, ‘No, no, | accept no depositions! ‘Do you know Mr Proctor that the
entire contention of the state in these trials is that the voice of Heaven is speaking through the
children?’ Danforth’s ideology is applying the law to whatever is presented, it can be one or the
other. Also, Hale states at the beginning how his books on witchcraft are’ weighted with authority’,
but contrast with the end when he tries to persuade Elizabeth to make Proctor confess ‘let you not
mistake your duty as | mistook my own. The very crowns of holy law | brought, and what | touched
with my bright confidence, it died.’

In Omagh, Michael Gallagher questions Gerry Adams, ‘How can we build a peaceful Northern
Ireland unless you bring these killers to justice?’ It should be noted that there is already animosity
between Gallagher and Adams, as Michael’s brother was killed by an IRA gunman, refusing to
shake his hand.

In The Crucible, John Proctor explains that he refuses to sign the confession as it is ‘it is my name! |
have given you my soul, leave me my name.” Elizabeth says, ‘He have his goodness now, God
forbid | take it from him.’

The addition of both personal loss and lack of justice will culminate in society’s loss of social
cohesion and peace. Countless times throughout history, groups or nations have become divided
and caught up in maelstrom of unrest. From the global scale conflicts of World War | and I, to the
current political crises happening in Kenya and Sudan, lack of unity will cause for people to suffer.
The Troubles in Ireland are but one of these episodes where conflict has resulted an entire
population living in fear. It is important to realise that a community cannot function if it is divided. In
Omagh, the Real IRA originally planned for the bomb to raise the debate of Irish independence once
more. However, what they didn’t expect was that the community would band together, and condemn
these terrorists, mainly due to the fact that they deliberately targeted innocents. This unity is best
demonstrated in the film when Michael Gallagher stands up for the first time to address the
dissenting crowd at the meeting with the other victims of Omagh. He notes how members from all
corners of the community; Catholics, Protestants, Mormons as well as those who are irreligious
have all been affected. However, if they don’t stop arguing, ‘we’re not going to get anywhere unless
we do it together. That’s the truth of the matter.’
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While it is acknowledged that when conflict occurs, people will suffer due to the personal loss, lack
of justice and division within society that it creates; the outcome of this hardship also allows for a
community to become even closer, and stronger than it was before.

Statement of Intention

Many people view conflict as a destructive force that causes pain and suffering to those involved,
which is true. However, what many people do not recognise is that whilst conflict may at first bring
despair, it may allow for a society to unite and for its members to strengthen their bonds with each
other. For this reason, | have chosen to respond to the prompt in an expository mode. My intention
was to show the audience that there out of something bad, there is always a little good. Whilst
conflict itself causes initial destruction, out of the ashes of destruction springs a new entity, one that
has learnt from its past mistakes and strives to stop these kinds of tragedies from happening again
in the future.

After viewing Omagh by Peter Travis and Arthur Miller’'s The Crucible, | was able to draw on themes
from both texts, such as exploration of the forms of personal loss suffered by the victims, the lack of
justice caused by the conflict and of the consequences for society. In addition to this, the film also
conveyed the message of remaining hopeful during times of despair, which is the basis for the
rebuilding of any community affected by conflict.

This response was intended to be published in a broadsheet newspaper, and the intended audience
is a broad adult readership with an educated background. The writing, therefore, uses a formal
register, and explores a range of ideas and concepts. The length is approximately that of a standard
newspaper article. | tried to keep the writing as concise as possible, as it is important to keep the
readers’ attention and to convey my ideal as easily as possible.
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