ENGLISH ADVANCED: MODULE A

To what extent are Ridley Scott’s views on society similar to those of Mary Shelley? In your
response refer to both texts.

Mary Shelley’s 18" century Frankenstein and Ridley Scott’s 19t century Blade runner reflect views
of their society through text. Through the criticism of their society through their texts, they expose
how the world has changed overtime but some values remain unchanged. The idea of creating life
seemed possible in Mary Shelly’s time where knowledge was seen by the Romantics as a way to
destroy the natural order of world and science was beginning to explore new and seemingly endless
fields. A similar idea was produced in Blade runner where Ridley Scott took new technology and the
ideas from the 1980s and extrapolates these ideas into the future. There is a concern in both texts
how obsession for knowledge and the extreme advance of science and technology has destroyed
the natural world. Both texts highlight how society outlaws people who are superior and different to
them and as well as how the society is less human than the non human parts of it.

The alternative title to Frankenstein, “The Modern Prometheus” clearly tells us that Shelley
portrayed a direct comparison between Victor Frankenstein and the Prometheus of Greek
mythology who disobeys the leader of Gods, Zeus, in deciding that the discovery of fire would
benefit humankind and setting about introducing them to it. Similarly, Victor Frankenstein takes over
the role of God in creating human life. He proceeds and takes on knowledge not intended for
humans, “After days and nights of incredible labour and fatigue, | succeeded in discovering the
cause of generation of life; nay more, | became myself capable of bestowing animation upon lifeless
matter.” However, his creation is not as God’s, rather it is a hideous monster and having created
him, Victor attempts to abandon him, showing his lack of worthiness to ‘play God’, “I beheld the
wretch- the miserable monster whom | have created. He held up....but | escaped, and rushed
downstairs.” However, Victor was severely punished for his deeds, he lost his family and friends and
ultimately his own life, and “I foresaw obscurely that | was destined to become the most wretched of
human beings. Alas!” This idea strongly reflects the views of the Romantics at the time, where they
thought intellect as a way to destroy the good in people by allowing them to go against nature and
cause disruption and also cause downfall of the person who goes against nature which can be
clearly seen through the character, Victor Frankenstein.

Similarly, in the film Blade runner, Dr. Eldon Tyrell plays a parallel role to Victor Frankenstein.,
taking over God’s role to create life. He is the principal designer of the replicants, perfect recreations
of human beings. He builds replicants from who are indistinguishable from real humans but are not
actually real humans. His God-like attribute is clearly shown through the high pyramid like tower in
which he resides. Whenever we cut to Tyrell’s building, a low angle shot makes the building
resemble a temple of gods and the sky an unnatural gold. The soundtrack represents the
importance of the place. Also when Roy comes to visit Tyrell, his God-like status is obvious by him
being dressed in white gown that priests wear and also Tyrell’s huge bed, pedestaled and canopied
is modelled after the bed of Pope John Paul Il, God’s representative on Earth. But in this text as
well, we see the destruction of the person, Tyrell, who goes against the natural order. Hence, this
text also maintains some of the views of Romantics but also extends it to reflect its context where it
was assumed humans could and eventually would be able to do anything through scientific
development.

However, there is a difference between the two creators. Whereas Dr. Eldon Tyrell, of Blade runner,
takes pride in his creations and continue to modify them and does not realise its negative
consequences, Victor Frankenstein despises his creation and realises his mistake and does not
create life anymore. Unlike Frankenstein, Tyrell’s pride in Roy is evident, he states to him as the
‘The light that burns twice as bright burns half as long. And you have burned so very brightly, Roy.
Look at you. You're the prodigal son. You’re quite a prize.” Whereas Frankenstein strongly hates his
deed, “the whole train of my progress...| had turned loose into the world a depraved wretch”. This
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reflects the difference in time, as Shelly’s book is based on the existence of ethics and natural order
which Victor violates in creating life, although he hopes to be doing something good for the
mankind, but in Blade runner there is no evidence of any ethics involved in the advancement of
science and technology.

One difference is the two texts, Frankenstein and Blade runner, is the name of the creation and their
outward appearance. Frankenstein refers to his creation as ,’monster’, ‘demon’, ‘creature’, ‘wretch’,
fiend’ and ‘abhorred devil’ and the monster is physically hideous which unable the creature to fit
into the society, “but how | was terrified, when | viewed myself...effects of this miserable deformity”.
As the result, the creature is not given any personal qualities and has a lack of identity. In
comparison, the replicants, in Blade runner, are not only physically perfect, except for the retirement
date, and have given names and history. They are personalised to fit into the society in a way the
creature in Frankenstein could never do because of his physical deformity. Ridley Scott is able to do
this due to the advances in science and what is more possible at the time and also because the
society had changed and much of the class system had broken down.

In both texts, the creature in Frankenstein and the replicants in Blade Runner, want to belong and
try to assimilate with the society they live in. The creature in Frankenstein observe the family in the
hut, the De Lacys, and learn about living in a society as well as read but it is his physical
appearance which prevents any real contact with people as he is usually driven away, “ Who can
describe their horror and consternation on beholding me? Agatha fainted..| quitted the cottage..to
my hovel.” He also wants a partner but Frankenstein destroys any hope he has by tearing apart the
female he begins to make. In Blade runner, the replicants are unable to live on Earth because of the
rules of that society. If they return to Earth, they are to be hunted down by the Blade runners, whose
job is to clean the society of these ‘skin jobs’. But they are forced to return to Earth in order to
survive and to try and find a solution to their termination date problem. For them it is double threat
as the society that created them wants them destroyed at any cost. Hence, both texts reflect that
the society does not like the outsider, especially if they are superior physically and or intellectually
and highlights how some values in the society has still not changed overtime.

The novel, Frankenstein, is filled with passive women who suffer calmly and then expire. Caroline
Beaufort was a self sacrificing mother who dies taking care of her adopted daughter. Justine is
executed for a murder despite her innocence and Elizabeth waits, impatient but helpless for Victor
to return to her and she is eventually murdered by the creature. This highlights the passive voice
woman had in the 18" century society. In the film, Blade runner, women are also marginalised.
Zhora is a stripper, Pris is a pleasure model and Rachel is Deckard’s love interest. They are all
portrayed as sex objects highlighting how women in that society are seen as objects of man’s
consumption. However, in Blade runner women are also portrayed as independent, strong, resistant
to male control as well as nurturing and gentle. Rachel can be seen as both. She is stylish,
arrogant, tough, sexually independent and strong as well as in total control. This is evident through
her well defined dress, her heavy smoking and the lack of intimidation she feels during the Voight-
Kampff test. This shows how the status of women has changed overtime.

In both texts, technology has a huge effect in the creation of the creature and the replicants.
Frankenstein is faced with limited tools in which to create their new life forms, “..but my imagination
was too much exalted by my first..to so arduous an undertaking..”. this lack of materials causes
Frankenstein’s creation to suffer with characteristics that make them very different from the rest of
humanity. Frankenstein’s monster was very hideous, “..and | had selected his features..and black
lips.” However, in Blade runner, it can be seen that technology is more advanced than Shelley’s
time with the flying cars and the voice-control devices. this advancement in technology allowed the
creation of the replicants superior to that of human with flawless appearance and enormous
strength but the advanced technology was not able to provide them more than a four year life span.

Mary Shelly criticises the society that has an unthinking view of science and cannot see or
understand the consequences of its achievements and ultimately pays a high price. In Frankenstein,
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the society is disrupted through the creation of the creature with murders and unrest in the places
he visits. Frankenstein himself loses everyone he cared about in society and the rest of the society
can’t or doesn’'t want to understand him, even when he finally tells his story. Through this the text
also reflects the danger of knowledge that is not intended for humans and ultimately results in their
downfall, “how dangerous is the acquirement of knowledge..than his nature will allow.” In Blade
runner society on Earth seems doomed and it has destroyed the natural world in the name of
economic and scientific progress. The opening scene of the film. Blade runner, opens with a
panoramic shots map out a vast megalopolis high rise buildings, punctuated with fireballs of the
industrial process. The world is in permanent darkness, where nature has been conquered and the
impossible has been achieved. The world the humans inhabit is cast in shadows, decaying, gloomy.
Smoke pervades every shot and people smoke continuously and smoke belches from sidewalks. A
scene of industrial, urban wasteland is established. There is no sign of natural landscape or nature.
There are no images of natural beauty but of unrelenting pollution, congestion and man-made urban
jungles. The huge faces of advertising icons and vehicles travelling in their own paths are all
disconnected. This suggests that nature that nature has been truly controlled and conquered. It has
been exploited within the consumer-driven world. This exhibits Scotts view of the future society and
presents issues such as globalisation, global warming and deforestation which were concerns at the
time. Both texts delivers the same warning with Shelley’s only being on a smaller scale because of
her context and ore limited perspective of what was possible, although Industrial Revolution had
changed the way people view the world. Both texts warn people against going too far in search of
knowledge or invention while stating that the ethics and impact of what is done must be considered.

Both Mary Shelley and Ridley Scott ridicules the human society by showing the non-humans more
human than humans themselves. This is clearly expressed through both creations showing strong
emotions. Frankenstein’s creation finds pleasure in helping other people such as the De Lacy
family, “I discovered also another means...of several days.” In Blade runner, Roys humanly
emotions is clearly visible when Pris dies, he kisses Pris death body enforcing the strong connection
they had between them. But the humans of the world such as Frankenstein and Tyrell lives in
isolation from the society and do not have humanly emotions. Tyrell isolates himself by living in a
tower which is disconnected from the community and Frankenstein deprives himself off human
interaction, “Solitude was my only consolation.”

As a result through the study of both texts it can be seen how some values still remain in the society
where as others change as the society had experienced technological development overtime.

tsix

© The School For Excellence 2019 www.tsfx.com.au Free Exclusive Online Resources



