
 

 

ENGLISH ADVANCED: AREA OF STUDY 
 
‘To belong means to compromise. How we deal with this will affect how we are received in 
any community.’ 
 
 
In all lives, belonging is a significant, universal necessity which reveals deep intimate truths about a 
human’s nature and personality. To belong, one must compromise with themself and with the 
external environment. However, this does not merely indicate that ‘to belong means to compromise’ 
but, more significantly, you must compromise to belong. William Shakespeare’s, As You Like It, 
John Steinbeck’s novel, Of Mice and Men and Francis Ford Coppola’s film, The Outsiders, shows it 
is obvious that how we compromise with ourselves and other members of society have a profound 
impact on how we are seen in any community. This is done by how we act, our attitudes, our values 
and how we portray ourselves.  
 
No person can ‘truly belong’ if they are unhappy with themselves, and cannot accept who they are; 
showing the importance of compromising with yourself. This lack of compromise with one’s self if 
often expressed through self doubt, self-blame, and the continuous dissatisfaction of one’s 
progressions in life. Coppola’s The Outsiders shows a clear example of this in the quote, “I swear, 
we used to get along just fine until Mom and Dad died. Now he can't stand me”. This quote was said 
by Ponyboy, the protagonist of the film, about his brother. This quote shows the self-doubt faced by 
Ponyboy, symbolising the feeling of guilt and the belief that it was his fault his parents had passed 
away.  Johnny, Ponyboy’s closest friend, also reveals senses of lack of self worth and blame, often 
contemplating suicide and enjoyment of harsh domestic violence. He states “I think I like it better 
when the old man's hittin' me. At least he knows I'm there” and “I used to talk about killing myself all 
the time…” These two powerful statements show how a harsh up-bringing can cause major negative 
effects on a person’s life and a pessimistic view of themselves. At the end of the film on his 
deathbed, Johnny realises that he “doesn’t wanna die now” and that “Sixteen years ain't gonna be 
long enough” to discover all of the finer things in life, now that he ‘belonged’. He only realised this 
after him and Ponyboy rescued school children from a burning building. Through the rescue, 
Ponyboy also made a compromise with himself, appreciating that his brother was so harsh on him 
because he loved him. The new found compromise of these two boys allowed them to ‘belong’ 
therefore creating a respect for themselves in the eyes of the community. 
 
Shakespeare’s As You Like It also shows how self-compromise leads to belonging as a whole. 
Duke Senior is a great example of this. He did not put up much of a fight when his brother, Duke 
Frederick, usurped his throne. This is because he has already compromised with himself. Duke 
Senior seems to make the best out of any situation, claiming that he “learns as much from stones 
and brooks as he would in a church or library”. He is a fair minded leader who is at one with himself, 
and finds “life in exile much sweeter than that of painted pomp”. Another example is Rosalind; she 
fears rejection from the Forrest Ardenne as she is a female. She disguises herself as a young man 
named Ganymede in order to belong, and live in the Forrest. However, she later reveals herself to 
be a woman. This is a metaphor that you need to compromise with yourself to find who you really 
are, not lie in order to gain the satisfaction that is belonging; giving the simple message that you 
can't expect others to understand you, if you don't understand yourself. 
 
However, Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men shows how some people just don’t belong in this world, no 
matter how many compromises they make. George knew Lennie did not belong in this world, and 
had to make the hardest decision of his life, which was to kill his best, and only true friend. 
Throughout the novel, George believed that “guys like him and Lennie that work on ranches are the 
loneliest guys in the world” and said that “With us it ain’t like that. We got a future”. It was inevitable 
that George would end up alone, being a ranch hand. George accepted that he was alone in the 
world by killing Lennie; he made a compromise to himself that him killing Lennie was the best 
option; if the other men had found him it was likely that Lennie would have been subdued to harsh 
torture and merciless punishment.  
  



 

 

Compromising with others in society can often be a difficult task, but doing so can create positive 
influences on how we are perceived in any community. A compromise between oneself and another 
member of society can lead to great benefits such as a genuine friendship and respect from others. 
The Outsiders show how small similarities in personality can be far greater than large differences in 
social standard. “… We aren’t in the same class. Just don’t forget that some of us watch the sunset 
too.” This quote highlights that although there are large differences between the Greasers and Socs, 
they have many similarities too. With compromise Ponyboy, Johnny and some of the Socs realised 
this,but the remainder of the Greasers and Socs attempt to find a compromise using fighting as the 
medium. This accomplishes little as “Greasers will still be greasers and Socs will still be Socs” no 
matter who won the fight. Violence never works as a compromise, but it is through finding 
similarities between people which allow a mutual respect. 
 
Of Mice and Men shows that sometimes compromise with another member of society is seen more 
of a duty whilst in a relationship. For example, George felt that it was his duty to look out for Lennie 
and to protect him from those who wished to harm him. The quote “Well, I never seen one guy take 
so much trouble for another guy” represents George’s fear that Lennie would be rejected by the rest 
of the workers on the ranch. Because Lennie and George were bound together in a deep 
camaraderie, for one of them to belong meant that they both had to belong. George was seen to be 
a loyal, caring friend by the audience; and yet this decision of killing Lennie to protect him created a 
respect from those who hurt him most. 
  
As You Like It shows a similar trait to Of mice and Men in that Oliver and Orlando compromise with 
each other through loyalty. Although Orlando is mistreated and cheated out of being an educated 
gentleman by his brother, Oliver, he rescues him from a hungry lioness. This shows that Orlando 
would still risk his own life to protect his brother even though they despised each other; revealing 
that he made a compromise with both, himself and Oliver “committing him unto his brother’s love”. 
This allowed Oliver to make a compromise with himself and Orlando, to be a loyal, caring person, 
like him. 
 
The Outsiders, Of Mice and Men and As You Like It challenge the reader on how compromising with 
ourselves and the rest of society will lead to belonging; highlighting that it is only possible to create a 
positive image for ourselves in the eyes of the community if we adapt our values, and attitudes to 
who we really are, not what others want us to be… 


