
 

 

ANCIENT HISTORY 
 
Assess the role and importance of Queens during this period. (25) 
 
 
During the period of early New Kingdom Egypt, the role of Queens took on a highly significant role.  
As historians have suggested, not only did Queens obtain new titles, but their influence across 
political, economical and religious sectors of society was substantial. In a society born out of military 
conflict, Queens such as Tetisheri, Ahhotep I and Ahmose-Nefertari became increasingly more 
important and their roles more prominent as Egypt became a hegemonic power.  
 
This is first evident through the political sector of society. Until Hatshepsut, Queens did not assume 
the role as the pharaoh; however as historian Joyce Tyldesley has suggested, they still maintained 
a substantial military impact. Ahhotep I was the daughter of Tetisheri and is perhaps one of the 
most prominent queens in exercising political power. Evidence suggests that Ahhotep I may have 
ruled as regent for her son, Ahmose, when Seqenenre Tao II and Kamose died fighting the Hyksos. 
Historians Dodson and Hilton strongly support this view, interpreting evidence such a stela by 
Ahmose at Abydos. “She is the one who has accompanied the rites and cared for Egypt; she has 
looked after Egypt’s troops and she has guarded them”. Dodson argues that this provides sufficient 
evidence that Ahhotep I maintained a highly significant role by “flaunting a strong political influence”. 
Furthermore, Hilton suggests that the Queen played a substantial political role in NKE as “during 
such a turbulent period...it is clear the Queen Ahhotep helped to control the army”. Hilton draws 
such claims from evidence in the Abydos Stela. Hence, Queens were highly important as they acted 
as a strong, political influence during a time of heavy growth and expansion for Egypt. 
 
Similarly, the Queen Ahmose-Nefertari also demonstrated the importance of Queens through her 
political influence in early NKE. Daughter of Ahhotep I, Ahmose-Nefertari maintained significant 
political status, as Historian Shaw claims she may have been a regent for Amenhotep I after the 
death of her husband. Shaw draws such conclusions on the basis that in the workers village Deir-el-
Medina, both Amenhotep 1 and his mother, Queen Ahmose-Nefertari, are credited to its creation. 
Shaw claims that this evidence is fundamental in the belief that Queens were highly important as 
they kept the empire running through their ability to be regent. As well as this, Ahmose-Nefertari 
held the traditional Queens titles of ‘Kings Wife’ ‘Kings Daughter’ and ‘Mistress of Upper and Lower 
Egypt’, suggesting she was able to exert large political influence through these roles. Thus, in terms 
of roles and importance, Queens were highly significant in a political context during this period. 
 
Not only this, but Ahmose-Nefertari maintained considerable importance through her religious roles, 
which are viewed by many historians to be highly innovative for the period. For one, she was the 
first Egyptian Queen to be given the title “God’s Wife of Amun” by her husband Ahmose. Through 
this new title it is believed that Ahmose-Nefertari was able to exert extensive religious influence, 
particularly through the Amun priesthood. Ahmose also increased her status within the cult by 
securing her the position of ‘second priesthood of Amun’, which extended her power and influence 
across religious aspects of society. Historian Joyce Tyldesley claims that this new title “highlighted 
the role of the Queen” by giving her new power through religion. Thus, in religious aspects of 
society, Queens were of extensive importance which enabled them to exert authority over a large 
sector of society.  
 
As well as this, historians explore the religious importance of Queens. Tyldesley firmly believes that 
the importance of Queens and their roles became a prominent aspect of NKE, particularly 
religiously. “New Kingdom Queens were more visible than ever before, with increasing emphasis on 
individuality and divinity”. As Tyldesley argues, the religious prominence of Queens during this 
period enabled the Queen to only become increasingly more important, but also more ‘visible’. This 
is evident within the life of Queen Tetisheri, who held the title “Kings Wife” to Seqenenre Tao I. 
Breasted, examining evidence from Ahmose’s mortuary temple, claims that Tetisheri maintained the 
importance of religion in society whilst STI campaigned against the Hyksos. Breasted draws such  



 

 

conclusions from the fact that Tetisheri’s name appears in numerous mortuary temples and religious 
inscriptions at areas such as Abydos, Karnak and DeB. In this sense, the importance of the Queens 
is extended to religion as there is sufficient evidence to suggest the prominence of Queens in 
religious roles.  
 
The Queen Tetisheri is perhaps more prominently known for her political roles during the Hyksos 
wars, suggesting s strong political influence. As the commoner wife of ST-I, Tetisheri’s role was to 
raise ‘Warrior Pharaoh’s’ in order to combat the Hyksos, however she became more prominently 
known to Historians after Breasted coined the phrase “Mother of New Kingdom Egypt”. Breasted 
takes evidence from a Stela found at Abydos, written by Ahmose, which reads “the mother of my 
mother, and the mother of my father, great Kings-wife, and great Kings-mother”. Interpreting this, 
historians conclude that Tetisheri maintained strong political influence in her role as “Mother” and 
“wife”, as she was able to help rule Egypt during the troubled hyksos times. Evidence of this lies in 
the fact that Tetisheri is depicted in a cenotaph erected by her Grandson Ahmose at Karnak – 
highlighting the importance and significance of Tetisheri’s legacy. As well as this, inscriptions at 
Karnak suggest that Tetisheri played a vital political role during such a turbulent military period. 
Thus, Queens were highly important as they enabled the continued running of the country during 
times of military conflict. 
 
Not only this, but Historians view Queens to be highly important through their economic roles.  
Ahmose-Nefertari was viewed to have considerable economic control, as she oversaw the 
production of a new and innovative building program. Historian Tyldesley views A-N’s economic role 
to be substantial and bases such claims of the fact that her name was found inscribed on limestone 
quarries at Memphis, where building materials were quarried. Most significantly, as Tyldesley 
suggests, Ahm-Nef was important economically as she used her title “God’s Wife of Amun” to 
collect tributes to the Amun priesthood. As Breasted expresses, this proved to be ‘highly lucrative 
for the empire’. Furthermore, Historian Grajetzki attributes the economic influence of the Queens to 
the title ‘The associate of the White Crown Bearer’ which Ahhotep I held and used for her economic 
influence. Through this evidence it is clear that the economic roles of Queens during this period 
enabled Egypt to maintain a stable economy.  
 
Thus, Queens during this period played a highly significant role in religious, political and economical 
aspects of society, contributing to the widely accepted belief that they were therefore of high 
importance throughout Egypt. In a society born from the context of military conflict, the Queens took 
on an unprecedented role which was of high importance due to the fact they enabled Egypt to 
progress into the affluent 18th Dynasty society.  


