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PART B:

CLOSE THE CROWN CASINO

AN EDITORIAL OPINION

WORDCOUNT: 799
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THE DAILY EXAMINER

Monday 3rd June, 1996

Editorial Opinion

Close the Crown Casino

Long queues form around many
tables and poker machines at the
Casino, suggesting that this is a
growing addiction in Victoria
with people caught in the futile
quest to win. Addiction is the
main problem associated with
gambling and a major social issue
connected with the
implementation of the Casino.
The Casino provides a breeding
ground for corruption in this
‘sleazy’ environment, opening the
way for laundering of stolen
property.

The opening of the Crown
Casino in Melbourne on 30 June, 1994,
has caused irreversible damage.
Thousands of Victorians have turned to
gambling since Crown’s doors were
opened. The Casino’s impact in
Melbourne has caused an addiction
which resulted in many gamblers losing
many, valuable assets. Victoria’s
society is eroding as a result of this vast
complex that attracts many visitors.
Currently, almost twenty

' thousand people visit the Casino daily,
and business is expected to increase
when the permanent complex opens in
November, 1996. The original plan for
the Casino was to attract international
visitors to Melbourne, but this has not
been achieved. “The most outstanding
characteristic of the Casino’s clientele

tsh

is that it is predominantly local ™
Thousands of Victorians are lured to
the Casino daily to gamble away their
income. o

Retail stores in Melbourne’s
Central Business District report
decreased sales with many forced to
close their doors as a direct result.
“Many retailers have identified
gambling as a contributing factor to
low Christmas sales.” Severe
economic effects demonstrate the
horrendous problems directly resulting
from Casino operations. In Chinatown,
many restaurants have closed since
Crown’s opening. A free shuttle bus
travelling a loop of the city transports
people to the Casino, making it easily
accessible and appealing for users. This
entices people away from the city to
gamble their money that would usually
circulate throughout the retail industry.
The Crown Casino is a disaster for
Melbourne’s retail businesses.

Most gamblers are attracted to
the Casino because they are bored and
lonely, or for financial gain. It is a sign
of the times that people have to turn to
addictive behaviour to overcome their
problems instead of to alternative forms
of entertainment. Most gamblers
recognise that the odds are stacked
against them but this does not deter
them, because they think of the large
prize money that eludes them.

1 Editorial, ‘A big gamble and it's with our
city’, The Sunday Age, 7 January, 1996,
2 Mickelburough, P, Quigley, A, ‘The Big
Gaming Losers,” Herald-Sun, 20 March,
1986.




The Casino’s opening has been
socially destructive for a significant
number of Victorians. "Gamblers are
selling cars and jewellery to repay their
debts.” and irretrievable marriage
breakdowns have occurred because
they cannot control their obsession.
John Dalziel from the Salvation Army
“blamed gambling for the
organization’s worst year.” Gambling
always creates losers. Unfortunately,
families particularly, children, of
addictive gamblers suffer most.
Gamblers use household money to
further their habits, neglecting
important items such as food, clothing,
education and health, “The survey
found........ that almost 20 per sent had
changed their spending patterns,
especially on clothing, footwear and
recreation.”™ The Crown Casino is 2
disaster for families.

The Victorian Government,
recognising many social implications
from gambling, has ordered a one and a
half million dollar study into the impact
of gambling. There are numerous
problems associated with gambling and
it should be postponed until results
become public. The government
released a two and a half million dollar
advertisement campaign warning of
social problems associated with
gambling. This is only a small portion
of an enormous profit of $412.8 million
that Crown took in its first year of
operations.

The introduction of the Casino
has raised more than $60 million
annually in taxes for the Victorian
Government. This increase in revenue
in the State’s economy has benefited
many Victorians by supporting building

? |bid

4 “Truth *hidden in casino figures’, Sunday
Herald-Sun, 24 December, 1986.

3 Ewing, Tania, ‘Gamblers' $89m weekly
spree hits house cash: study’, The Age, 5,
February, 19986.
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projects within the State, including the
new Exhibition Centre, and redirected
funds into other areas of Victorian
society. Crown Casino’s gross profits
exceeded all expectations. These
incredible profits the Casino has raked
in are a direct resuit of the success of
this mecca of gambling which has
caused many Victorians extreme
financial and social harm.

The Victorian Government has
exploited the Casino creating jobs,
raising government revenue and
satisfying public demand. The
Government endorsed a gambling led
recovery from the recent recession. The
Casino was introduced for the wrong
reasons. It may have been able to
generate huge profits, but at great
social and financial implications to
sectors of society.

Gambling problems have always
existed in the Australian culture but the
Crown Casino development
exacerbated huge effects. Whilst large
profits are generated, the cost is
enormous in terms of social damage.
The heartache and destruction caused
by gambling, emphasises the need for a
close examination of the Casino’s
operations. It is the responsibility of the
Government to provide solutions so
that Victoria will be able to restore the
damage that has been created. In the
light of all these findings, the Crown
Casino must be shut down for the good
of Victoria.
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The opening of the Crown Casino in Metbourne on 30 June, 1994.
has caused lasting detrimental effects that has produced irreversible
damage to Victorian society. Thousands of Victorians have turned to
gambling smceéqﬁwﬁizogg)were opened. The C J\m Casino’s impact in
Melbourne has caused an addiction which has resulted in many gamblers

losing their cars, homes, families and businesses. Victorian society is
bedec olescnp. —vesbrol ?

eroding as a result of this huge monster that attracts many visitors daily.
Cun'enﬂy, almost twenty thousand people are visiting the casino

each day, andg‘pls expected to gmyv when the permanent complex opens in
— cgudal hprove.

November 1996. Twﬁ)_l;th@_gaq@i;@@)o,b_@‘a tourist attraction for
Melbourne and afffact international visitors, but this has not been_

@ It is thousands of Victorians who are lured to the casino each

day to gamble away their income and cause heartache to themselves and
their families. 2

There are long queues 0 many tables and poker machines at the
casmoosuggestmg thf;i563 thl?ﬁga %rm% ﬂgﬂ%’gn al% Yé%tgnan.smﬂy with
people caught in the/Lquest to win. Addiction is the main problem
associated with gambling and is 2 major social issue connected with the
implementation of a casino into the Victorian community.

Retail stores in Melbourne’s Central Business District are reporting
decreased sales and many have been forced to close their doors as a direct
result. “Many retailers have identified gambling as a contributing factor to
low Christmas sales.”gan. Once again, the severe economic effects
demonstrate the horrendous problems that have surfaced as a direct result
of casino operations. In Chinatown, there have been many restaurants that

Crown's

have closed since g, openmgétﬂ;e,@smﬁ A free shuttle bus, that travels

oy exprssis

tsh




nee”

a loop of the city, transports people ﬁrgtho the acjasmo ﬂi}?ﬂg it .

easily accessible and appealing for the users”™~ 7‘9:(?( iy S A fagf | ‘f“'t? '
The casino opening has been emefg; :?iq %:??b%
significant number of Victorians. Many gamblers have lost their cars,
houses, families, businesses and irretrievable marriage breakdowns have m Guofes
occurred because they have not been able to control their obsession, John f;;”’;: ff‘s‘*-"
Dalziel from the Salvatlfo%( ﬁ,{my “blﬁ%ed gambling for the organizations
worst year.” Gambling al__'y‘os fas @ ers. Unfortunately, it is the
families and in partlcula%the chﬂdrelbof these addictive gamblers that -
suffer the most. Gamblers use household money to further their g@hhuﬁ .
habits and neglect important items such as food, clothing, education and
health =7 Wwies 70 swbstnnhife e T
Most gamblers are attracted to the casino because they are bored,
lonely or for financial gain. It is a sign of the tignes that people have to tum
to addictive behaviour to overcome their syg,al problems instead of

alternative forms of entertainment. Most gamblers already know that the

odds are stacked agajnst them when they gamble at the casino but this

does not deter themd)ecause they can only think o 'évﬂgg\lfargg,pt'@ggl@gy
m ers .
that the hope to receive. i

The Victorian Government has recognised that there are many
social implications from gambling and have ordered a one and a half
million dollar study into the _t&al impact of gambling. @e government

\os\)' ®f —> has identified thaDthere are many problems associated with this gsaasg
\ bu shouldhpostponq til the results become
public. The government has also released a two and a half million dollar

advertisement campaign warning of the social problems associated with
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gambling, This is only a small portion of@normous profit of $412.8 0.,;'2 3\(@’: Zgﬁof\ '
(P—F‘ W‘o <
million that the@own g_jmo took m its first year of operatlons /-J T ok
\...__________,/
The introduction of the C \,to}am €asino m,MelbDum&has raised more
thalﬁ60 miilion dﬁlﬁs each year in taxes for the Victorian Government.
This i increase in revenue in the State s economy has been able to benefi )
foo exhremé T st
ot TROSE Vlctonans by supporting Qg building projects within the statqf_F/rqm J N
d&@ 7 the Cagina taxes, the Yigtorian Geyernme m:-has,h.t@the new Exhibition WW
Centre and redirected funds into other areas of Victorian society. The
pross profits of the Crown Casino exceeded all expectations and were
supported financially by Victorians. These incredible profits that the uﬂﬁ’" @
casino has raked in are a direct result of the success of this mecca (&'W
g sowndls too ! Ju*fPor‘m'e’ of e Cogine . e/ M ¢
pore of
The Victorian Government has exploited the casino to create jobs, s
raise government revenue and satisfy public demand. The Government has iclea
endorsed a gambling led recovery from the recent recession. The casino
was infroduced for all @the wrong reasons. It may have been able to
generate huge profits, but at the atngst of great social and financial / /
implications to sectors of Victorian society.
Gambling problems have always existed in the Australian culture
. : A
but the development of the Crown Casino exacerbated huge M 6 “r
financial effects. Whilst huge profits are generated, the cost is enormous m
terms of social damage. The heartache and destruction caused by gambling
emphasises the need for a close examjnation of the casino’s operations. It
is the responsibility of the fggtggag Government to prowde solutions so
m?
that Victorian society will be able to restore its dignity- . g.) o b ‘oFF-‘f"’Mk‘
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Since the Crown Casino opened its doors to the public on 30 June, 1994, it
has received constant media coverage over its impact on Victorian society.
Initially, the media portrayed the introduction of the casino as an important
asset but more recently, as ibe social problemsiéﬁergd the coverage has
become focussed on theibnegative aspects. e (2)
The Herald Sun, on 20 March, 1996 allocated the majority of ¢his front
page tabloid presentation to the issue of problem gambling:as a direct result _

of the casino. The article continued on page four @m@metmmm )

~rSlggesting that this issue is particularly significant to Victorian society. and
consequentl dth materi port~this~claim.’“°?

The large up%ercase headling, “The Big Ga@\g Losers,” is
designed to provoke the public's attention and reiterates the point that
.gambling is e'ééfiifns social problem that is denigrating Victorian sogiéty. The
emotive headline is strongly supported by three highlighted, factual

statements to reinforce the article, aww
readership, be more specific . Bolesigrast o - [kt 2D
The focus of the article is on the social and financial problems
associated with addictive gambling, which n\éwe&been created by the casino.
s Mpresenteﬁ in a very blased manner which is typical of the
current media coverage of the issue. T 5 made no attempt to
explore the benefits that the casino has generated over the past two years st
but kgs intentionally set out to emphas@the negative aspeciso warn people P 7o vrole.
about the risks associated with. gambling. TheeWrier has supported@atticle 7 iag?rc
with stetistic:ai and f’egtg_,almmLmatien to reinforce his claims and persuade u"“’
wﬁy | the readers about the social damage it has caused and is an ongoing €~ S
ey problem.
M probes into the issue by discussing addictive gambling and

the problems associated with it. A strong opening paragraph, “Crown Casino
. . . # o 2
gamblers are selling cars and jewellery to pay their debts,@_%t@ie, hee s

rg»eale@, sets thefiood of the article, jsuggesting that it is a very serious
problem that Victorians must addres Comclanse:
LD
U\/lJVL Ol/\- S




\» The language used, vﬁish—ie@bicai of a Herald-Sun feature storga is direct

and simplistic which is suitable for easy interpretation. It is also presented in
a serious manner which portrays to the reader that gambling is an extremely

leads

’ important matter.
?f”,\;‘ Credibility is evident throughout the entire article with contributions (3 eas
from Victorian Premier, Mr Jeff Kennett, the opposition party and Melbourne enf _‘;;
City Councillior-elect, Wellington Lee. The writer has constantly referred to -ﬁw—o‘%hm ce
quotes from prominent people associated with this issue throughout the=—/22¢ Q TtbP“)"i";
wo P
Uﬂ‘”b @ community to reiterate that the casino is causing strong social implications. s
wg?j The editorial headline, “A big gamble, and it's with our city”, in the
r
Sunday Age on January 7, 1996 attracts the readefs attention by placing
. . ﬁ svesr C-.D"\‘-"""-fb(' M c.v'f‘y ' .
ownership with the reader-gtimulating-ther-to-eentinus-reading the article.
5% v g{_\%’l‘he content of this article is dominated by the problems that have -
? LT expr .. . . . ust,
arisen 1rlllcﬁmn_mm%umty since the introduction of the casino. " o O
E"".LS LA
be 5 I The, tone of-the-article is presented-sarcastica®y, which analyses the 7’ \S:QS DJL
el ==X
e social problems in a light _I')mearted manner. The writer endeavours to present “Lyink horteo
e
the facts but tn@JgngLﬂhe,QgﬁmﬂaLthe serious social damage is masked by
o he

M .+ || asofter approach to convince the audience that gambling has "become a fact
)

T . i L'd L4 ¥
of life” and has “produced massive economic gagiqi/;f‘*‘ b ek o pueres

AT X - - . .
‘:\/WTLV”‘ fhe actfior evokes emotional reactions stating “gaming machines are also

glittering magnets to many pensioners and idle young people” assering the

, %usa.—'a‘ef" s
oo . . SE more. (e
WI stance ocn ga S,_:mjy Fnadysé, by by s
The perceptions of the vi into friter are sharpened whenhe "¢ oy 2

gambling, has a duty to mitigate the ill-effects on the community and to heip
r“; those whose losses are more than they and their families can bear,” claims
hat the problems outway the benefits. This editorial, although it presents
facts from both sides of the issue, is biased against the introduction of the
casino. This is_especially evident when he states, “...igrorant, orndifferent

m £is)
1o, the realityAthat many must lose so that a few may win.”

tsh




¢, Credibility is generated in the editorial by using reference to Mr Jeff
© ‘1. |Kennett and a famous Australian author, Bryce Courtney to explain the issue
(4}/ of gambling.
The headline of the opinion article on 7 January, 1996 in the Sunday
Age, “Inside the House of Cards” suggests that thg article will present the
facts associated with gambling. The large photograph of playing cards, which
dominates the broadsheet is designed to evoke attentionyan )
meaning.of the-headiine. s S
The bold print statement accentuates the differing optmons that ma

e Tt

"Crown Casino has divided Melbourne. Jeff Kﬁnnett says it is great. The

churches say it is destraying our society,”<fhe author probes this issue by

experiences first hanaﬁﬁe casino culture. His purpose in writing this article is
ﬂefﬁ public aﬁention.%ﬂggsba variety of writing techniques to generate

an understanding. He startd the article “with what might well be the opening

narrative for any of a thousand books of the type we all read,” to allow the

reader to associate with the article. He qualifies his writing techniques with

factuzl evidence — Sbw/\. LS D 0 u//uosz,:r?

&
Courtney used fictional characters to link mﬁwfg/and

its effects with reality. Through his fictional characters he portrays the

operations of the casino and problems that have evolved, especially dealing
with Asians, gambling debts and their association with drugs.

The language used is written in a biased manner to provoke

o !
\\\’“ \lﬂod(‘s awareness. Simple but effective language caters for a wider audience. This
’3\)““?\0\< o straight forward article has no suggestion of ambiguous interpretation

allowing the reader to grasp Courtney's full intentions.

W The tone of the article varies from an emotional beginning, making the
L{O(;};/ 5 N reader relate and sympathise with the character, to a factual conclusion
‘\GL.\W@ \; @ which re-emphasises the emotional problems that gamblers face. The
tzﬁxz, Q & differing tones and language is very effective to maintain the readers

attention and Bryce Courtney cleverly links the content.

tsh




Overali, these three articles are written in a typical style of their
respactive newspapers. The Sunday Age regularly criticises any Liberal or 9
Jeff Kennett projects. The two.Sunday Age articles are both critical of the” nec..
casing. The Herald-Sun is marketed at a lower to middle class audience
therefore they consistently use language and issues that this audience can
identify with. The Herald-8un has succeeded in-presesfedithis article in this— MC?

style. The three different articles successfully allow for public awareness and

empathy auerthe hegative impact f the Crown Casino into Victorian Society.
& ‘

o R bw&”(
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it’s with our city

HE permanent Crown
Casino complex rising on
the south bank of the Yarra
3 will not be Melbourne's
tallest or biggest building, but in the
céming years we will find out if it
cdsts the longest and deepest
sigidow on the changing economic
structure, social fabric and moral
fibre of this city.

=It is not surprising that church
lédders shoultf continue to speak
ojtt in concerted concern at the
impact of this temple of Mammon
on the community and some of its
less fortunate members. What is
pethaps surprising is the dismissive
wiy that the Premier, Mr Jeff
Kgnnett, has reacted to their
coficerns.

-It is true that the churches no
laRger guide the consciences of the
midjority of citizens in this
if¢reasingly secular and
mgterialistic society. But when it
comes to the hazards and
harmfulness of gambling, they
speak not only with respect for
trdhscendent ethical values but with
ptactical experience of the havoc
that addiction to gambling can have
on people without the resources to
sustain it or the willpower to resist
it.

: The growth of gambling in
Victaria since the opening of the
tqt;pporar}r casino and proliferation
of gaming machines in pubs and
clubs has been staggering.

+How is this changing our
traditional way of life? It is only now
that the Gavernment has
commissioned research into the
etfects an the community and on
problem gamblers. But there is
much anecdotal evidence that is
sérious enough to be disturbing.

' The attraction of the casino is not
uniform throughout the
community. Bryce Courtenay, who
writes of his observations in “The
Sunday Age’ today, was struck by
the high proportion of gamblers of
Asian appearance at the casino
tables. Gaming machines are also
glittering magunets to many
pensioners and idle young people,
ighorant of, or indifferent to, the
reglity that many must lose so thata
few may win.

The most outstanding
characteristic of the casina's
cliéntele is that it is predominantly
lotal. Cities or states whose :
economies thrive on gambling are
typically those whose casinos are
remotely located tourist traps which
attract hordes of external visitors
and send most of them home

© The School For Excellence 2019

international high-roller. What the
Crown Casino, the dispersed
gaming machines, the lotteries and
other forms of gambling do mainly
is to churn money within this state,
taking from the multitudes to enrich
a few while providing a steady
income for their promoters,
investors and the State
Government.

This is not wealth-creation in the
true sense. The jobs generated and
the revenue raised come at a heavy
cost that has yet to be fully
measured. It includes the draining
effect on other forms of business
and entertainment, the destructive
impact on those induced to gamble
more than they can afford, and the
regressive nature of this deceptively
painless form of taxation.

Casino gambling is one of the
most remorselessly efficient ways of
losing money; and even at its maost
benign and controlled it symbolises
the antithesis of sound economic
(let alone moral) sense.

At a time when our national
political leaders are wisely exhorting
us to save more and spend less, and
to invest in productive enterprise,
others are, in effect, encouraging us
to gamble as a way of life in the
hope of profiting at the expense of
our fellow citizens.

The Premier’s enthusiastic
support for the casino and his
rejection of criticism of the growth
of gambling are a reminder of how
quickly and irredeemably
governments become seduced by
the lure of easy revenue and the
illusion of massive economic gain.

The casino and gaming machines
have become a fact of life in
Victoria. For most people, they offer
a harmless and affordable form of
entertainment, and we may ask
what right the state has to dictate
how they shall spend their income.
It may be idle to speculate how
much better off we would be as a
community if the mult-millions of
dollars lost every month in
gambling were invested in socially
useful jobs or wealth-creating
enterprises.

But it behoves political leaders
like Mr Kennett to be more cautious
in their endorsement of the casino
“and more sensitive to well-founded
concerns about its impact. The
Government has a responsibility to
‘monitor the effects of gambling
more thoroughly and to deal
promptly and effectively with its
adverse consequences. —

The state, as one of the assured
profiteers of gambling, has a dutv to

tsi

What sort of nation i
Australia? Do we like
new ideas? Can we
cope with change? Nc
on your life, argues
Terry Lane. We're a
nation of do-nothings

¢ AUSTRALIA ... has a hi:
tory of innovation i
government, a tale;
ance of difference, an opennes
10 new ideas . ..". At least that
what Sir Ninian Stephens think:
He wrote that last week in hj
capacity as chairman of th.
Constitutional Centenary Foun
dation, I'd like to see his evi
dence for his optimistic assess
ment of the national capacity fo
political and constitutiona
innovation. - - :
- The actual hard facts of the
matter are that Ausiralians are
suspicious of change and arc
easily panicked inio conserva-
tive do-nothingism. L
It is a notorious fact of paolit-
cal life that a constitutional revi-
sion has Buckley's of getting ur
unless it is supported by all
political parties, -
Oppositdon from any party —
whether it be in government at
the time or not — will kill a ref-
erendum proposal stone dead.
Sir Ninian and his colleagues
on the Constitutional Centenary
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