From your fieldwork describe the effects of Urban Dynamics on the morphology of
Sydney’s CBD and surrounding suburbs.

Explain how these changes are linked with Sydney’s economic restructuring
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Sydney is predominately located on the east coast of Australia (33°52°S, 151°10°E).

It’s multicultural and multi nodal nature combined with its advanced infrastructure
provides Australia with its global link to the economy. As in any developed city there is.d
significant amount of urban dynamics affecting the morphology of the CBD and
surrounding suburbs. These processes have come about due to economic restructuring, o
the changes of the nature and structure of an economy.

Economic restructuring has a number of impacts on Sydney. As a result of global ;
economic integration the impacts on Sydney include, the increasing concentration of e
capital, internationalization of the financial sector, rationalization of the manufacturing
sector, selective re-industrialisation, and greater segmentation in the labour market and a
decline in public sector funding.

Observation of Woolloomooloo shows the evidence of these factors. Because of the
economic restructuring manufacturing processes became less important as a result of
globalization bringing new technologies. This also impacted as the transfer of
manufacturing processes to developing nations saw cheaper labour costs and thepéfore an
overall decrease in the relative importance in manufacturing employment causiig
business and manufacturing to move out. These new technologies brought about o/ ,
containerisation giving a decreasing need for wharves because of convenience. The / v {
moving out of the wharf workers brought about the dynamics of Urban decay as .
everything fell into disuse. This gradual decaying of the urban fabric and urban services U/
in a part of a city ie: Sydney, Woolloomooloo, had changed the morphology at the timé_" |
but however the process of urban renewal took place (department of housing) to again
preserve a part of Sydney’s history. Therefore attracting workers again and changing the /
morphology to more populus.

Urban renewal is the upgrading of parts of a city, another example of this is the sl
Green square development. Close to public amenity this development will construct and {\"”\r

reconstruct an area of some of Sydney’s surrounding suburbs as an area of convenience
to create a sense of culture of place that is away but close enough to the CBD for families
and students.

When the dynamic of suburbanisation was at its peak in the 60’s and 70’°s Balmain
fell into a state of objectionable e
favour. It has since been rediscovered
and is a desirable suburb of Sydney.
Balmain’s narrow streets are due to the
“walk to work™ era as the tight terrace
houses had no need for private
transport before the economic
restructuring. It’s also a very
commercial fashionable suburb of
café’s, light industry with tight streets
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and lots of noise and action. & > ox
These factors help give the streetscape and architecture its culture of place. The dynamic \/&’/ L
evident here is urban village, this is a assembly of distinctive residential districts e e
consisting of a cluster of people with a common culture and forming an identifiable = R'J)
community. The urban village feel came about by Urban renewal as the refurbishing and . ‘
painting of old terraced houses and side street shops brought people back to the area \; e
which brought people away from the CBD consequently changing the morphology of the 3
CBD.
The impact of greater segmentation in the labour market has generally, divided the /
,80¢i0 economic groups of high skilled and lower skilled workers. This is evident as the
dynamic of Urban village in Balmain has produced a fashionable, commercial and
wealthy suburb which are characteristics of the higher socio economic group.
Urban consolidation is a government strategy of increasing the density of residential
building, and hence human occupation within the existing urban are to counter further
" urban sprawl. The growth of apartments in Waterloo hasn’t had a very big impact in
S doing so. Even with increased public amenity such as chemists and medical centres
Waterloo has high suicide rates, crime rates drug abuse and poverty. The public housinfg/"
and consolidation is an impact of the economic restructuring as the terrace houses don’ v
produce enough rental return anymore to make a big enough profit so the building up of
5 the public housing has resulted. However newer initiatives have been put forward for /
environmentally friendly and community friendly apartment blocks which will hopefully
be a successful use of urban consolidation.
Pyrmont was the site of the old sugar mill (CSR sugar). When it closed it fell into
disrepair and the area was neglected. This then triggered off a response to re-establish the
area with a much needed gentrification of buildings keeping the old fagade but
regenerating the inside and unwanted areas caused by urban decay.
The study of Pyrmont shows a growing trend of spatial exclusion. This occurs because
of the restrictions on spatial access and the freedom of movement of other Urban .
dwellers, these include the high security suburbs, walled estates/gated communities and
security conscious shopping malls and business centres. The recent establishment of
Jackson’s Landing development has 24 hour security, and high windows, apartments are /
boxed in small communities. This recent spatial exclusion has changed the morphology
of the surrounding suburb of Sydney ie: Pyrmont, to gated, high security blocks spaced
out in areas in the shape of square
communities.
There are many urban dynamics
v associated with the economic
restructuring at work here that will
continue to change the morphology
of Sydney. The processes of urban
decay, urban renewal, spatial
exclusion and gentrification will
continue to subject Sydney to the
desirable and functional global city
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